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Drl'ROroCTION

For the past 12 months the men of' 8th Transportation Group (Motor Trans-
port) on numerous occasions have had the opportunity to tell their story
of. how they conducted military line-haul operations over the longest line
of. communications in Vietnam. . The methods and techni~es developed out of.
experience and lessons laarned, have provided entirely new conc~ts of.
security and operating logistical convoys in an active hostile environment.

This brochure has been prepared to respond to the many requests we have
had to provide information ~1d d~ta on one f'Lcet or another of our opera-
tions.



8TE TRAlISPORTATIDN GROUP (1.1CTO:i TRI.~rs~)

It is appro?ria.~e tr..at the 8th Transport;-,ti6n (':ro';;p (Motor Tra.~s?Ort) will
celebrate its Silver An~~verscry in ~ic.tn~. Dorn o.~'.t of the nGcessity of

--- another war on 9 December 15'43, 'c.he 8th :,1.a.S t:::,...vclcd met"'1Y' miles :;',1route to
its place today as the world's most U!1iaue truc!c trZ:l.3~ortation ~l7.tfit.
The dtverse and. potenticll7 deva~tating -chcllonges of c. stran,l?:s .:.nd violent
guerilln war have prorided oP11OI.t.-mit.ies for 8~~ innovations thc:..t have
11 terally rmrri tten ""he text on ccmcnt conVQ;r o'08retions.~ .

Originally constituted 8.s the 8th Traffic Re~1).Q.tion Group, thc --'nit truned
at Fort Lawton, We.shi-'rlgton prior to serving ir.. the Euro,?eml Thea-tor in World
War II in the !'Torthern France and Rhinel2.~cl C~)dF;l1s. In June o:r:' ~L~-:t:6 the
1U1it was inactivated at Reims~ France, later to be re.:.ctivated at ~"a.'"}kturt,
Germany on 15 October 1949.

Al1ott.ed to tl~e Re~ur Army on 21 March 1951; the I:lonjcker 8th TrmlBportatioo
Group 1012.5 given to the unit on .'3 Jenusy 195,. In Jmeof 1966 the 8th
received its finu acti~tion at Irort Lcwis" rTe,shir.;:to!l.

It was at Fort Lewis t!l~t the 6th trained for 't-m2.t irotud prO"\Tc to be its
finest hour - conVo~r opert".tions over a tro~1ed" .'.!;u£1"il1a ir-fested ro~ net
along Vietneln' s CoD.Stcl. Plnin and Centrcl Hishlands. On 24 Scptember 1966
the men of the 8th bo..'-I'ded the USliS Leroy Eltln(;e Pot Ocldand" Cclii'ornia.
Less than e month 1~~er - on 19 October 1966 - the 8th W3.S in victnam.

Establisl1ing ~eadq~ters in the const~ fisllin~ ~n~- f~g center of Qui
lfuon, 0::.21£; 8th llSS'UmeQ oper~tioncl contrcl of tl1ree "Ij~oc!c battclinn5 - the
27th md 54th nt Qui imon and the 124th at ?le~-'1l. Tile Mission, on the
surface, sO1l1"1ded sjJr.-~(; enough: provide motCT trc:,:1Syort support to t~ctical
forces in the II COrDS ~:_'actical Zone. But ~he 8th 1~~S to find ~. oet of
obstacles confronting them totally unlike ar~ cncot~te~ed by e.ny other group
of truckers in the ~~story of modern weric=e.

The enemies were b.."'.5icilly three fold. Firs"c." t'rlcre 1-1ere the roads. High-
wgy 19 climbs over two rugged mount~n p~sses ~ it winrcs toward the Centrcl
Hi.ghlanc.s ProrlnC~ C~":)itcl of Pleilm. From :?lciku north to Kont'ttm and Dnk
To 8th Group truckers- negotiated ~ghway 14, .:'.;.""!C north from ~.:;ui ~~on to Bong
Son and Duc P'no the route W2..S ?ot ~10l6Q, 1.mpavsn, r-~'ov1, crowded with
treacherous tr;:t.;ffic.

Next thcre w~ the he~t, causing men t E bodic5 to Ii tcr~_ly burn up unless
proper precL'.utions ('"..lcnty of water ~d sclt; 1i~ht, 1('-088" c1othinJ) were
taken, ~cl tl"le monsoon mud, t,rhich turned rd.~hwe.ys ir.to b~':'ely ntJ.~:::ab1e
qu~-:!mires .

Anc finally, t~1ere werc the 1riet Ccn~ and ~:~~~h Vietn~ese Army" (l~VA) \~its.
These f~~~tic~ Ccmmur~st soldicrs soled ~i~~~, :)l~.n~cd snipers, blew bridges
mld s~rung violent uu';:>UShes in n ccmcerteC. E::-!:.fort to interdict the vitcl
sUP:?1Y line th~t \1.:'.S the 8th ro~ nct. j'31.1t t..~c~r i'nilec:.. lITc-it-her ":.he .enemy,



'IESSONS LEARliEL' KEEP TRUCKERS AHEiiD OF YO

QUI m>N, RVN- "The I:len of the 8th 'h'ansportation Group are writing a
paga in Transportation Corps hisoory," emphatically states U.S. Army
Colonel Joe o. :Be-nino, coJmnending of£icer o£ the ~i lioon SUpport
Cnmrtand organize.tion.

'~he 8th Group soldiers put their liv~s on the line every day on the
Qui Nhon-Pleiku convoy run" continues the colonel.

"What makes this operation unique," adds Colonel :B~nino, "is that
convoys treveling through enemy infested areas provide their own
protection" .

The group commander gives much of the credit for the successful tactical
engagements by his troops to an active program of "Lessons Learned."
This prograc utilizes the soldiers' personal experiences in contact with
the enecy. Thesa transcriptions along with after-action photos of
ambushes are the basic for instruction given to every man going on a
convoy. This is one class that receives th~ soldiers' rapt attention.

Colonel Bellino is not content to sit behind a deSk et the headquarters
while his Den on the roaC e.rd taking the risks. '

'~OQpt reactio~ in an emergency can make th~ difference between life and
death", COJ:JDents the fiery troop leader. In a. recent convoy ambush near
Pleiku the colonel was traveling along as an observer~ember. With the
assistance of SC~eant Major Rudolph K. Proctor and driver Specialist
4 Leslie D. McF~erson a reactionary force was formed, and assistance was
rushed to his beleaguered truckers.

"General Creighton Abrems, deptlty COr:lmandiDg general of the Military
Assistance Co~d VietnBD recently described tne 8tn Transportation
Grwp soldicrs as f~strated tankers," concludes Colonel Bellino.
"I thi.nk i tis Stlfe to sa.v they are working off tnese frustrations."



nor the weather" nor the roads" nor the strange tropicti enviro~nt has as
much as slowed the 8th in its daily operations.

Why?

M&ny' reasons: Courage, esprit, dedication, professionalism, pride, reSOln-ce-
fulness, iD!lovation - to came a fsw.

The 8th's sturdy trucker/soldiers are O1.'ot'of "their Dt"Il.ks at 3:30 A.M., getting
home by- night fall only if they aloe l1.l~ky. They go on, day in and de.y out,
literally living with their truc~:3. ':~ne5x e~~ort and sacrifice i~ a reflection
in their pride in being part of a unit that has refined sophistic~.t.6d communica~
ions proced~L1; developed exot:\'.c annor-~~ "gt!il truclcs" laden with elaborate
weapons systeJ:1s, set m1Jilerous t~;;l:1a.o;e records, received countless decorations...

And the 8th is contin'.ling to march. World-~:ide attential to its accamplishEnts
bas served to pranpt a larger visioo as the officers and men of the 8th set
their sights on even greater horizons.

That's the way it is and that's the way it has oeen 1-lith the 8th Transportation
Group - for necrly 25 :leUS. For these men.. bein!!, "Better Than The Best", are
t~y "Wi t.hot.1t Parallel n .

From October 1966 to date, members of the 8th Transportation Group hew received
the fol1Ob~g a-llards:

(1) Silver Star: 3

(2) Leigion ot l-1eri t: 22

(3) Dist.ingo.'.islled Flying Cross: 1

Soldier's Heda1: 1

Bronze Star for Valorr .31

8lBronze Star for Service:

ISAir J.1edal:

Army COI:Inende.tion }'iedal for Vo"11or: 30

-1\nD;y' Camnencl:::tion Medal tor Service: 123

141(10) Purple ~art,:



Colonel Joe Bellino, COJIDTlanc'.ing Cfficer ci' tr.e 8th Tr2nsp~ation
Gr~p, t'.c~ts th~t 11e hr-s fl'J.lcn in lC'VG ,:-ith the 8th Group becl'.use
of their cutst~Ging ~bility to successfully perform ~ lrJFist,icil
mission in the f~ce cf ~~rnost c~nst~,t en~f hk~,,~~nt. In ~ recent
letter he expleinet! tht'.t in ,:orlc rl~ II ~nc1 in ~cre~, ~~ 'i:,1'~~
port units on occ~iC'U hro O'D£'~.;-~tec' "'Ver rrj.nc<'. rocls, receivc<l h~.r-
rass:ing !'11'C;1 oo~ =.tt3C:t(l.'(1, c.."..: ~l;n i-.;.:~\:s!.:e~. But he seid, "D-.1':"
Convoys (in Vietnam) .-:et cne form or 2IlothE:r of it c:rom ne~ (;\"(;;17 c~."

The 8th Group oper~tcs as fcr north cs Bvng s~ ~c~ ~s for "rest e.s
Pleiku. Cn ~ miss:i_on-type basis the tr.lcSs ('.f i:.hc 8th move f-:nm Pleiku
and ~ l!:"on to Dt!.k '1.'0, anc. clmost dnily- thc;y 1'~~ their way- to ROK
units in Scng C~u.

A variety ~r roe~bc(~s bear thc tire mur!~s cf the 8th's trucks, fr~m
Qui !1hon ~ :a.~e 19 tc 1~ Khe. ;~ !ate Pl'-SS is a series of hcl.r::>in
tUI1lS extencling 8 kil~ters up a mC'untdnous sl()pe. ~o]cst ('If 1 11 IChe
is M3ng Giang Paes--4 tcrtuous'ldlomt:tCrf' of c~..:1il~ r-.o.a-..y.

The area through w'i1ich the 8th operates is het'.vily infested with cnemy
snipers 2nd mines, m1d ambush is en eVGr-present t}-.rea.t. Colcnel Bellino
analyzed the ~ttern cf ambush roM: thoro~ghly inc:octrincteC his troops
in procedures to ~~nimize the effects of ~ un&rJected ~ttnck on themoving convoy. ..

1~ ambush m~.y occur et ~ny time ~uring the dcy, but l~.te .~rn~on
anc evening hours ~e most cnngerous. J~ cover cf (~~kness ~f~rds ~~e
enem;>r his best opportunity tC' strike I're tc ~sc...pc reta1i~.tion. The
nmbush is quick, ~rel1-pl2nned, ~d diffict~t to ccunter. It occurs in
a spr-.rscly ~opul~ted ~n in 'Which there is he~~ f(llie~. ~ner~ly,
the site selected is in cn aren where the c~nv-oy p~ses over a rise
into F. benc in tho road. The rise hides the ~ction from fol1~~
trucks. The ~bu5h is ('f short ::'.uratiouj it is triggere~ by a cf)mmc.nd-
det"neted mj.ne ~1hich will stop l'. v~hicle, "'.lock the ronc., c.nd. pE:.nnit
heavy r.utom.:-.tic wc~pons fire tc bet!.r upon the vch1cles following ::5
they push int.o the ~ zrne. Usuclly the enemy t-rUl wi tlxlraw ~-rithin
10 minutesJ since c~c~ rencti~ f(~ces ure Q1!iC!{ t.c respcnC. tc cills
for help.

When an ~bush is encountcr~d, ~ctions ~ s?Ccific ~c ireMcci~te.
Control vehicles n~t~ security element3 b~ r~~oJ ~~ reaction
forces ~e ~nftly (:1sp~tched. Vohiclcs in the convoy m~ve f~rwnrd
e.s quickly cs possiblE: to escape the kill zone-fL\St mcvcment roouces
the ch~nce Gf ~ IdLll. If the c~n~.~ crm~s -tc. ~ ~t, personncl fis-



mount ~"'r' return m"""';"' umfire rI'1.. e sh'"' w.~r'.-.'r" S '-.r" ...~-.. r ,.~.-" ~" Y '-.,. ..,,:~:--,'~~. ""-""'" . ':':J I.i ..'-- - "'~'" .., '-""" ,
~nd personnel must move cauti,- usly. Scc~ity \~~hicles bring a hea~
vclume of fire on the enemy-. TIns ::.ction l'r.cilit~tGs the r~yic ptJ.Bstlge
of task vehicles th!'OUgh thb 10.11 zme.

Herdened vohicles l"'rC1Vide cmvoy security. f. g:'.ln je£:p--cquippE..c. ",lith
radio, H-79 grencCe launcher, ~d ~ M-60 m~chin&gun on r padEstcl
mount--is ~ primo security vehicle. Hm4evcr, the current r~tio of
~ton trucks tc t~k vehiclcs 1:1..'tJces it :::ifficult tI.~ employ the gun
jc~ on the ~refe;rred b~5is of one fC'r e,rery ten t~sk vehicles ~tr.
leads to tte rec"J1D!londation that each trucl~ cc~y have seven ~-ton
trucks ~t!tho~zed.

Th~ 8th ~so ~.,loys the 1"..."'.r:1.en~ ~tcn truc!{ (gun truck)-- the c~b
end cargo ~. sicles c.re covored rlth ~"'m"'r?1~te~ .?n'~ too flo-:r (i'
cab end c~gc be~1 t'.:rc scndb~ggec~. '!'he ,orivcr t'!l'~ crew r-re thus pro-
tected !'rom vear>ons fire ~cl mines. The ~n .~n,-ck is mennoc by a
r~river, ~sistant criver, ~nd twc gunners.

The 8th is mOl:'if31:in~ othf.r mctor tr~Sk'°rt equi:;:mE:!!t to give ~'Jed
protection ~dnst am"uush t~tics anr~ for ccnvc'y security. The
multiple cui~r '50 machine~ (~3d SOts) CD the ~ton truck bc.rly
is cm innoVt'.tion. This 1ienpon hr.s proven success~ when a'nployec'. in
tacticil c~oys. Fc~ weapcns tr~ning to ~t £~lcyment hcs
bc.cn c~letec~J and m~dificat.i-on ~f the r;-un mC1li1t is now un""c rwny.
1.. shortc.-:'!ning in tho use ('!f this w ~n is th t th(;: .threEi-~ crew
~c the ~tcn trucl~ must come frcm l~cil res~ces. The '5-t~n tre.ctor
elsc h:!.B bEicn worker:;;. on to ~ ve it n {~e~:rec of '_-rctection m thE; floor
~d cab sirles. The majcr problem :!.rea in this vehicle is thl'.t the
mcclifice.tim c~uses .:'. beet incrS:'.sE insicle the cc.b end rec1.uces visibility
thr.";ugh the sir1e win('~(1WB.

C~v~ security is in ~irect propcrtion to thc risk invol vec. l~ny
a.fter-GOl'k operC'.tion outside r-f qui !!hC'n, ncrth of E-ong Son" cr beycrx~
l~n The is extrE:Jnely hnznrdous. nnylillht c~rc.tiClJ1s frcm Qui Phon to .
1m Khe end Bong Son ue somewhat less h~r:.r':lcus. The Hllr,:,.cnecl Ccnvcy
Concept is (:esi~;nc.:'; fcr OPE:r~ticns in sr~.s c~sic:ere~. mcst h1'-zar~c:us.
Ccnv~ n~~~y mcve in three t~ five ~~rch \!nits of 10 task vehicles
each. March 'n1i.:'s h vc Co gun truck in ',,110 le~t;~ rnc'. ~ ~-ton gun jeep
for ccntrol at the rcar of the unit. vThcn req\Uxet'." the ~ton truck
on which ~ mc~~~ the Que= ,O's will be in tho center ~r e~.ch march
unit tc r.,'ivc fire S'Lwcrt tt' ill vchicles.

Operationil ~obl~ms c~termine th~ tim(: int.a~,-~~ '~tT'1can ~~~ch units.
1..s ~qui;-:mcnt :~c'::;Jnes avnilable, cn l'.cC.ition.~ itm jocp will 00 cmpl~yec
at £ivary intcrvcl 't'Ie'uwecn I;\Uch units tc l~cv:-nt tho ener:r:r f'r~ using
this t~~ ~QD t~ l1is ~-vc~tczc. ~ rccr'nn~ss~ncc vuhicle ~lill nls~ be

~ - -
uscc": in ar"~.~~"1ce ci' the ccnvc.y in thE: recst t.::'.7.~':".::'"'.:S ~.'?s. AC;Y vchiclcs



COli"VOY PROCEIXJR5S CH.AlTGED

"If the presGnt conflict in Vietnam is, indeed, reyolutionizing doctri..~e
on the brush fire or guerilla war, thGn the chapter on convoy operations
is bGing written largely by the 1 st Logistical Co~d t s 8th Transporta-
tion Group," says the Group CoI!:me.nding Offiaex, Colonel Joe O. Bellino.

With headquarters in the rolling Thanh Va.11ey at GJli Nhon, the 8th
Group area of operations sprawls vest to An Khe, Pleiku and Dak To and
north to Bong Son and Duo Pho.

Trucks of the 8th Group make departures daily to haul every thing from
aInmunition to asphaJ.t, food to footlockers, down two of VietD2..m's main
arteries - HighwB3s 19 to the west 8-"ld 1 to the north.

Marshalling, maintenance, training ,control - these are but a few of the
many diverse problecs faced by the ~en of the 8th Group.

But the one critical concern that is being met with the most creativity

is thi:; enemy.

Since December 1961, not a day has gone by that there has not been
BODe kind of enemy at tempt to disrupt or destroy an 8th Group convoy.

Sniper fire, mines, blow'n bridges ~..nd culverts and savage ambushes -
the enemy doesn't miss a chanco in bis efforts to sever the Al1i~s'
vital supply lines, but so far he has been alcost totally unsuccessful.

Why? Because of the raw courage and professionalism of the soldier-
truckers and a unique system of convoying that revolves around an
iImOvation called the Hadened Convoy Concept. "The idea, developed :.
here at the 8th Group, is nothing more then a sophisticated syst~~
of convoy make-up, utilizing special armor, control end fire power-
orientad vehicles which give th~ convoy commander a punishing, retalitory
capability," says Coloncl Bellino.

This new development in convoy oper~tions revolves around a small March
Unit of cargo-c(!rJ::Jj:r.g vehicl~s. Protection for the March Unit is
provided by gun jeeps, a r~dio-equiped 3/4-ton truck with a machine gun,
and a specially developed sand-bagged, armor plated ~-ton gun truck
equipped with two machine guns and a grenade launcher. Eventually, it
is hoped that these gun trucks will be replaced by new conmando arQOred

cars.

Near the center of the March Unit is placed a 5-ton truck mounted with

an awesoae electrically operated Quad-50.

The four 50-caliber guns of the ~ad-50 bring an understandable fear into
the hearts of potential ambushers.

Septe!:loer 2, 1967, b\3fore the advent of the Hardened Convoy Concept,
';...'- '-:-~,""~ ~~~VOY1 aLbushed just west of .A.'"1 Khe suffered eight killed

" . . . ~. . .. ~ - ,. d . ...t,.~~"a :ll... f:C ,,;;::.crJ., ., f.. -C:'-.lCK3 ~O -caJ.J:.y ccs't::'oye £."lC ZI,,'.) , ';=



used in ccnvoys are aquil'iXd with r clios, 2.n:~ althCt\gh communic~ti!.."ns n1"e;
a ?roblem, the 8th c~ c~mmunicatc w1thL~ its a-~~ of cper~tions. U.S.
Army aircrdt aru usad f(1r conv('y cover n.."1(.~ ::0 monitor thc gI'oUz."')' S ran-1c
frequency .

Colcnel Bellino has alrcC1dy f"irmec up his thinldn:; cn s~ th1n~s
that must be ~one to :pcrmit a truck' :'S~U:.-' to ~rfcnn at pe.:'.k cffici6nc;r
in a war such as the ooe in Vj.otnom. he recCDlllcm"s thc.t eac~ -:.i!"'..1ck
ccmp~Y' h2.V8 ~ IT.inimum of seVt:11. ~.:!-t1n trnclcs nt!.t.~('rized. Si.ncG he.rcened
~ton trucks arc ".!Sod in me~:!.U)jl tr.lck \:Ii:!.ts f"or sccu.rity- p~~:)s:-!;~, five
such trnc!cs shc1.oJ.r-'. '~e issue(~ t~ e.-:o.ch me.:'i "n COnIlJ ny. This vci::.,::.l E;,
hc.wever, is c.n intcrim ~r'.sur(.; tIntil tho v-1OO C~.o !..mcre~ Cc:'.rJ ~
superior vchicle f"Or ccnvc-y securi ~y-, C:'.n be fur:lishc,'~.

The ambush instru.c~icns upm tfhich tl1e 8th Tr=.ns~taticn G~u~ (Mo'tcrTransport) ~'rtver relies ~.re br1f.f1y st~ec!:. .

Bctcre lloDlbush--3e alert for chen~s in t£'-'ni1i~ scenes clcng rcute.

~ect ambush ~cn detonation ,~f mincs, auto~~tic
wea~5 fire, he.':'.vy snipcr fil'e.

During lunOnsh--~2dio security t~rce--Cont~tl Ccntectt Ccnt~tt

Continue In("Iving-maintein intervcl.

)'ollow in tracks ~f vuhicl£ ~~e~r. to prevent
fUrther ~etonation cf ro~ mines.

If disable~., steer off ro~1--pc~ t ?assage of
ot.hers-~"unt.--~tmt !JaBsing vehicle.

1.. wid ent.eriDg ld.11 m>ne-- provide flanking sup;Jort
fire into kill zone.

rtemembcr th~t gun trucks ")r":rlCe me.xiJnum '1)t!.se of
fire--tight e.s a tGem; !:!c~lloy ~n comma.m.

R~member pr~ tnrgets--cncrrry ~\lt~tic we~pons
positicns, enemy mort.~s, rcc~t ~sitions,
ass~u1ti~ t(;rcund fcrces.

/~fter i~~sh--Prctect ~nC. c~e for WCurK'.ed pers~nnel; e~cunte
them JiSI..P.

Racpen ro~dways--c.ssure roaarn1S 3rG Jldnc: free.

C~tact ECD to rcmcvc ~il~GS.



Provide fl~{ sccuri ty.

~1en ccnt~ct is ~rokenJ ('.~ n~t give chcsc

Stay el£rt fcr c~~torctt~.ck.

Remr:.mbc.r cot,:,ils.

Co1cnel 3611ino's statemcnt that "What we ere r...""il!,: here is uni"ue in
Transportation Corps history" is reintorcect. b~ tho r~ks of lJenc.ral
Westmorelnnc about "the outstanding jcb cl.Ono by the tr~sp"r~ticn
truckers who ~pt ~~lies ccmrning s~ th~t thu c~mb~t tr~ops (at Dak To)
cculc. kecp pressurc cn thc enemy, II and by the :::-CInllT!\":S ('of th£; ci-tanker
cammanccr, ~enerc11~brams, Deputy t~ ~encrr~ ~1estmore1an~:, whn s~.ic "The
8th Group truckers whC' tiCre 2Jnbushoc ne::.r ?lei!:..! on 24 l:cvember 1967
were a bmch of frustrated te.nkers."--!'To hi~'ler cr)m?limcnt cculc ~
paid another solc'.1er ~ an ex-tanker ccr;~lr.:r thm that.



Co~ded by Col. Joe Bellino, the 8th does not have an envied job--they
get socked by VC and North Viet ~shes at least once 3. week,. And
since the.,.'re supposed to b~ "support" troops or non-combatants,
re~sitioning enough goodies like Nancy, to foil the Reds, is not easy.

In fact, one of the most treasured compliments the truckers received was
When Gen. Creighton Abrams, Co~Ander of ¥~CV, ~ccidenta1ly witnessed an
am1:M.sh from the ~ and remarked "Those guys look just like a bunch of
frustrated t~ers."



. A SPt.cl;.L. ~ Qi' liA:~'

By S?4 YJilT.t::.li, D. SHAPIRO

QUI ..HON, RV?.J - Pleiku is a long haul from. 1",..'Ui Nhon. The line haul trucker
Who makes this 2O0-mile round-trip is a .,ecial breed of ~~. He is a
hybrid char~ct~r of energy, guts, skill and determination. .hen be ~
completed the Pl~iku turn-around, the ro3d dust will be caked ag~inst his
body with the sweat or the da~' s ordeal. . T11is is what he liv~s for - the

road is the challonge.

Specialist 5 Jeffrey .\. Jortson is a veteran cor.voy trucker for Qui Nhon
Support COmIr'.and' s 597th Transportation Company.

His day begins with a hurried breakfast of eg~sJ cereal, juice and a
tbre3k!mst briefing' outlining the day's convoy. Starr Sergenr.t S~pson
Bt-ewer gives the briefing. "Yaltll carry fwl loads, make sura theytre
secure and m~e certain you wear your steel pot and flak jackat at all
times. Pic!t up your tr:Uler loads at De Long Pier. 111.ve a good trip."
Jerteon knO\~ the briefing qy rotej he 31so understands its necessit7.

PICX~ UP TH! AlOO

After dispatching his 5-ton tractor from the 597th's motor poo17 Jertson
fights the early morning traffic j~ and picks up a 37180-pound lo~d of
~~tion. The_last checkpoint before take-otf is at the Tr~er Tr~srcr
Point ~ere the trucks ~B assig~ed their I;ositions in the convoy 7 and the
drivers get the ~ina1 security briefing from the convoy coBmarGer.

Spccialist Jertson listens attentively ~S First Lieuterou\t Ci1de F. Winter
clooes the briefing ith '8. . . and in c.:\Se ot Qmbush, all trucks c~e to ~
t!le kill zcr-e, st.a7 mobile ~d kecp the rood clear." The convoy leaves.

Forty-five tractb-trailers bet3in the slow climb up Hig:I..my 19 we8t to\-mrd
the steep grades: or An Khe Pas3. They h~ul lumber j asphalt ~ld other
suP?lies, but th~ primary cnrgo is acmunition. Jertson i8 carerul to
m..untain 0. hundred-meter interval bet\'.-ee:1 his truck am the 5-ton he is
following. 'rhis! precaution will allow ~ple elbow room for r:.aneuvers in
an amoosh situation.

Jertson spots on~ of the four convoy gun trucks winding around n bend t~
trocks to his frmt-the vita.l security is on b.'lnd. :'.scorti.sg t.:le CO~1VOY
.~re four gun trucks and tour gun jeeps, one or each strate31c&1l1 spaced
!or every ten votdc1es.

Gun trucks ~re spec~~ly designed, ~rmor-plat~1J muchine-g~n-~.u1pped one
ar'd4-hc'll,t ton co.rgo trucks.

When mounted with a machin~-gun, radio and grenade launcher, the &my's
tradi tional qpsrter-ton truok is transformed into a potent 'gun jeep'.

THE SIGHTS, THE BOIsm

The road to An Khe is a paved ble.ck~p and relatively smooth ridiDg. The
fields on either side of the highway have been cleared to discourage
acbusnes. The sights, the noises, the smell of a convoy-everJthi~ ~~ unirF~.



He is constantly aware ofWlique. By now they're eil ,part of Jertson.
tho danger c~d th~ ~dgery.

The beautiful b,-~ trcacherous cljJnb up An
Jertson throws his 5 -ton into low gear and

F:il'ty miles in two hours.
Kr2 Pass looms just ahead.
bcgins the ascent.

Aver~g~~g eight miles per hour, he jockeys his truck around the ~1icked
h2.ir pLYl and heads tOt-rard the final crest.

A ER.IEF REST

The convoy le~ves 't'Welve trucks behind at An Iale j the rem2.~g thi t,iT-
t~~ee regroup outside the city. It is a brief rest j time enough .to b~Jr
a cOke (50 piasters) from one of the Vietnamese soda girls.

Like the other truckers, Jertson waits for his favorite tyke. With four
~.llping ~~llows, he's on the road again heading into "Ambush Alley,'!
the Mnng Giang Pass and to Pleiku.

Th~ stretch between check points 23 and 28, an unpaved gravel trail between
An IGle and the towering Hang Giang Pass, is the most demanding. It's a
hell road of VC mines, frequent ambush and choking dust squalls.

It t-:..Tists through twenty desolate miles of arid plam guarded by tanks
eIn::J11iced on occasional ridges. Jertson is tense with anticipation and calls
upv~ all his experience as a professional soldier. He adjusts his steel
pot, tightens his flak jacket and braces himself for the inevitable jolts
of t:'l3 gauntlet.

He recalls last week's ambush ~nd the sniper fire of a score of previous
co~:ryys, .Tais is the real test - all the cards are on the table.

'ALL JELLY Nail'

This ti~'1e th~re was no trouble~ if one could call an hour ~nd a hc~ of
pl~~~ng through the gravel~ the dust and the ditches 'no trouble '. The
convoy- has taken the top of l'Jang Giang, and Jertson is tired but. feeling
good. nIt rs all jelly- now" - his way of saying it will be an easy- haul the
rest oJ: the trip.

Tile trail-blazing is over, and the highway is SIr.ooth again. The convoy
will reach the Pleiku Trailer fransfer' Point in ninety minutes at cn
average speed of twenty miles per hour. Even this last leg of the journey
is hazardous.

The tension has been released6 the going is monotonous; the men are anxi-
ous to reach Pleiku and must fight the inclination to relax. Jertson
thinks about his sister grC!d~ting from the Uni versi ty or Mi.'1nesota. this
June, about the Montagnard 1d.ds waving the convoy on along the highway"
and about the coke and hamburgers at Pleiku Trailer Transfer PoL~t. It's
been a gruelling five hours but he 15 almost there.

moPPING OFF THE LOAD

The lzyover e t the transfer point is 3 short. one. Sufficient time is
allctted fvr drO~Din~ off the lo~dcd trciler. hitc~~ up With c.nather-. 0 ,, ".,. "'-' .' 1 "",'.~.. -- ,- -,. -,,-,- "~-r"" "\""!7 ~~ ".,.., ~ ,-,"'-"'.. "..~.., 'l'-~"""'"--. . :...:..., , ,-,:,--::; -'-." 0-':""';":'6 - '1,"""". :.'- '-CO-".-



t1Jrn-e.!'o11.9)1 ~k~s good sense ~nd Jertson kn0W5 it. The sooner they're on
the ro~d n~~~~, the sooner th~'11 be back at Qui Nhon.

Topographiccl1y nnd psychologicallY'" the return run to Qui Nhon is all
downhill. The men anticipnte the ~ showers back at the 597th, the
light banter about the ~yrs 3ctivities. They must still cope with the
long road but, with luck and a good pessage through "!mbush A~"n
they're sure to be back by dusk.

A.1most home tree, Jertson turns into the 597th and begjJ1s the nightly
r1 t~l of driver mainteIUlnce on his 5-ton. The cab must be clee.ned,
t~ 5th yheel (which couples the trailer to the cab) must be greased, water
far the rndiator and fuel for the tanks - ~ necessary prepnrations for
~:)"'--:O!1f8 convoy.

~en Jertson finally sits down to re~ nth the other truckers, the
talk revolves around the run and the roed. They award the prize for the
(~'S number one lSha1mJM!r' (goof-off) 2.nd complain in general.

"~'t .YO'I mow, it 15 funny-," 8aya Specialist Jert8on, nit isn It ha1..f-bad
d-lltY7 ~{'3 do the job. Sure, we get tired of pulling tough maintennnce
on the trucks but we 're got the best trans outfit I know. The whole thing
t~ dirt, the road, the work - it's in our blood."



8TH \~~~ T .TT ('! . '~ O~r }.J.~';' ,..~ ;. - ~: ..~" u...'

Becausc line ~L'~ c~.nvc~ c?cr~ticns erG esscntiilly ccnfincd to th&
hcurs of li~t, the 8t.,~ Grcu:, CC~uct3 SllUttll.- O?(..r~ticns 1I~1 ni.$t
lcn~ in thE; ;ort ~<... de~t c~?lc.x ~G~ c f qui ~'"hon 9:;.')Cltting 911:l1t.y
trQcks ~c trcilers to be lce~o~, ~c. than moving the loadee ,~hicles
t~ the truc~c tc~~~ to be re~y for c~nvcy ~~er~tions ~t 0600 h~~-s

Shortly c..f'tcr 01CO l1curs cn ;Yo rccGnt !;:ornin:1 1st Li';t!t6n~"lt ?~ul J.
Ste~r, a. P1etoon Leec.er in the 2d Trensl~rt2.tj.on Ccmp.:lny -..c.s
returning five 8th Transportation Gr~up tr\.1c!cs tc tho truck termincl in
Chuang Vcllc:r about 15 miles ol'.tsic.c ~ !"l1On Ci ~y.

As Stc,ynayer, in ths leaC "f the cC'lumn, a?'..~rc-:c:leC eo ~ric'.~ ~hcut
half wny tC' t.he tCr1i1inal ho sprtter: wnr.t l~.'!oc~' li!~e 1llr~ .f1rc.
Thcn a round of scme t.ype exr~cGcd ncxt to h~_3 jc~~. cnj thG L1c~toncnt
cecided tG tr;r t,~ run his smcl1 c~nvC'7 on tr..rou~l'. the l!I\bush ld.ll zore
an{~ e.cross the briCge.

His jec", ~ the tntck just )e~ind hiM mt'ce it, tbDugh his jc.e,? receivoc'.
12 r~ds ~f ~1 ~ms fire, three coming tarc~3h tho windshielc ~one.
Th~ truck f~ll~iing boccme ~.is~~edJ ~r'. the other three trucks st°P?ed
shc.rt of the 1dll zone to '.)ring firo on tc,;.- l'.tt::.ckers.

Finding his trucks still ~?inneC {:cwn 'n1(!or h6avy 3'-It~tic WC:1.?Ons fire,
Ste~r t~c(l his r.:.di:: tc cill in su:p:;crt. Soon, artillery fire was
pouring in on the enemy positicn. Soon c.£tcr tho ~""tUlGry ".JC~2n to t~
effect, the trucks wcrc able to ~OVE or ~e ~cvc~ out.

It WP.s lc.ter ler-.rned th~t thc. bri(~gc WrJ.S hclc by Co ":!C fcrc~ tr..c.t ~1 cap-
tured it l'. few mintltus befcre all('. were ::o!'e:1rxinl; to') blow the ~ri,.t,gc; when
Lieuten.:..nt StGFgr'.l!.YC!' CMe clc-nc; nth his shuttlo CC'.1V~ l!.n:'. ~'.Jrrtet:! tllcir
attem?t.

Tho bric:,;c is ~ key river cr(';ssin:-: cn tho m in hir;h":rq le&1.in,-.:; ncrth cut
of Qui tilion lc:("isticn.1 complGx, ~t4. it is oriticcl to lceopin:; the sUPI'.ly
linc opcn to the forces rilcng tho ncrthern CG.~t cncl in thc hi~~~'.s cf
Ploiku.

Colonel Joc O. Bollino C('mlnDn(~in:~ the 8th Trt"!'1sI:lCrt,~ticn Gr<".U? (~c.tcr
TranSi:x>rt) cC'DD'i1cn~~ .'Ttler£. is nt: ~.'~ttbt tl~t 1ic. \1.tcn~ StefL'n~)"t;r' s
quick thin!cin; enr. CC('l ~.ctions un~er consi~.cr~J:~ ,ressure litcr~~7 .
s~ve~ the sit~ticn frcm ooccmnr:- .? c':.is~.st(.r. If hc heJ:'.n't ~rcvi.o;a.cd- ..
thc hclp cn~, thG lca:'.ership l1C d1'~1 ~7hcn :lC (~~-, tho cnti~ ccl~~ could
have bccn easily dcstr~c. c1~ng with thc br1Lg6 ~~~ e critic~ artery in
the su-'.~.ly lin£. sevcrecl."

It is tho thir~~ tir;1C Lieuto-:1ant Stegm!!.:;rer
~",;",:~-:- t ~"~ 8...~- 7'.~~-,~,", ,.,:- ~ t '; ..n '"-"'r"--~ t..- -- -""-"- ... -' -- "":;-.

:.een in ~n !:mbush since.~s



J. CRAP~ llr »mUSH ALLEY
""'~

There was exactly one good thir.g about havir.g the point: you dicn I t have
to chew everyone else's ~st.

When you moved over to the bad things about leading a truck convoy of
aJm:nmi tion, napalm and gas and oil, you stopped thinking about it and
just kspt your eyes on the .road.

That's where Jerry Christopher I s eyes were when he spotted the paper
bags, sprouting up out of the road like fat crown mushrooms. There were
ten of th~, ammonium nitrate fertilizer mines strung on a single fuse
line, So "daisy chain" mine. It would blow the axles off the fttst mIck
to hi tit, blocking the narrow road and forcing the 75-truck convoy to
grind to a standstill in the ambush kill zone. And Christopher's was
that first tn1ck.

At 20 miles per hour, Ctn'istopher stX>uted to his driver, Bob wgstGn:
"We Ire in the kill mnel" "\oJha t?» said Logston through the engine roar.
"We ':L'e in an ambush! II Logston floored his deuce-and-a-half gun truck,
reached for his rifle.

Someone back in the bed yelled "let's g1ve'e= hell," and the t't.Q M-60
machine guns drowned out all other sound. But Christopher is the one
woo Callg'ht hell.

A B-40 roCket plowed into the front end, blowing off the left tire and
part of thc wheel, slewing the truck around to a grinding halt 25 yards
from the mine.

Christopher yelled "Contact" three times on the radio in the cab, clutched
his grenade launcher and tumbled out, followed by Logston. Bullets were
aJxeady smashing the windshield, ripping th~ cab's axmor plate, plowing
through the motor block.

The n~xt rig, a five-ton packed with smnll arms ~o, do~shirted, pulled
ou t of line and roared on through, trying to clear the kill zone. He
never sav the daisy chain that blew off his front end. Ha swerved out
of control, off the right side of the road. The third trucker vas
pouring the coal to his rig when he hit the remaining mines. He lost
his frGnt wheels, slid like a hurtling deDOn 15 yards down th~ road and
ended up in a ditch across the road, his 1 ad on fire. He was c2rrYing
155 mc high explosive shells.

SP4 Dick n>minquez revved his engine and raced for the ge.p. He was
carrying three tons of CS gas, a noxious chenical that C2Uses Yo~i ting
and uncontrollable sicialess. He ~de it through, charging on down the
road towards Pleiku to get help for the convoy. He was the only one
to get out.

The next rig, also packing 155 projectiles, took a B-40 and slewed to
a. he.lt road-center, 50 yards from.Christopher's rig. H~ was on fire.
The road was cocpl~tely blocked.

!'.,~M':



Ambush illey

Christopher, behind his OW'n truck, was firing grenade across the road.
trying to get the B-40 man. He couldn't find him. The artillery
rounds on the nearest rig started cooking off-blast after blast rocked
the corpse of the deuce and a ~~f, show~rir~ everyone and everything
with shr~el. Christopher crawled up front looking for his driver.

Logston Was lying on the road, the lower half of his body a bloody
mess of machine gun bullets. He was try~ to crawl out of the line
of fire. "Bob! yran right, Bob?" said Ctn-istopher uselessly as he
puU~d wgston off into the grass. "What're we gonna do now, Jen-;r?"
moaned Logston. Helicopters, unaware of the carnage below them, wheeled
high in the sun and flew off into space. "'N'hy don't they do somethil'..g?
'Why don't they help us?" pleaded L:>gston in feeble anger. There was no
help.

Christopher got hic under the truck, bandaged him as best he could,
I!1UttGring "Hang on - we'll make it OK." He wished he was sure of that.

A rockGt hit the tailgate above him. 51'4 Czerwinsky, a CD.chine gunner,
took critical £rng hits all over his body.

Pvt Jim Boyd got it in tne arm. Both M-60s were smasned, useless.
Christopher tried to save CzerwinSkyts lira, Boyd found a rifle with
his good arm, started banging away.

As

Christopher could soe Borth Vietnacese sappers in the grass across
the road, so close he didn't think the rounds in .his M-79 would have
enough space to detonate. They did.

Behind Christopher was a 100-yard long river o£ death and flace. Gas
tankers ripped open in ~e mushroo~s o£ flame, £rying their drivers in
the m~tal ovens o£ their cabs. Shells, frcm ~ets to rockets, were
cookirJg o££ all up and down the convoy. NVA sappers were climbing atop
trucks, planting charges and £iring down into the confused crowd of
truckers hiding in the grass across the road.

Christopher saw Reds being picked off the trucks with M-16's like
ducks in a shooting gallery. The road was littered with b\UOniDg,
blaated corpses, flaming, twisted piles of stael and wreckage thet
had once been trucks, and dying men.

Boy Hm1ders, a. 22-year-old trucker from Spertanburg, S.C. was a. volunteer
machine gunner on another truck, 17th in the doomed convoy. The first
s~ of trouble was a B-40 that hit inches behind the truck. Handers
and his "buddy, Bob So,&, opened up with machine guns. Another rocket hit
the cab, wounding the driver and throwing hiD to the floorboards. The
huge ~ck lumber.ed out o.f control otf the side of the road, straight
into tM enemy guns.

With siOkening feeling in his gut, Banders felt the rig start to flip
in the ditch, flinging h~ helpless to the wall like the roller coasters
he used to ride as a kid. She rol1ed1 ~O~d upside dovn in the grass
~""' C'~~ so-""" d j..': ::.1.~ ~.;...,- ,,-' .~.. ~.; ~ i -. ~ -- -'-r.C) ~.,... ~ ~" S .,-~ ,,""~... ~ _v ~-- -: .-- -, ,~ ,,--- ::0-' ' -- ~:---::;;



Ambush Allay

With his hands, Banders clawed!o~ard, crushed to death under the Cl'-b.
his l~ free. It wasntt broken.

In the roering, swirling battle Banders, light-headed with shock and
cut all over, wandered up forward. He heard a cry for help. The
driver was pinned in the cab. An JVA machine gun on the other side of
the t~ck, kept hjD from trying to free the wounded Dan.

He started crawling a.round looking for a gun, anything he could use as
a wealX>n. There was a "plop" beside him, and Handers rolled without
look~ to see what it was. It was a grenade. The frascent tore open
both his legs, threw him ten feet.

Reeling like a drunk, unable to see anything except a spinning blur, he
staggered to his feet, tried to get back to his buddy in the cab. A
meroiful blackness washed over him then. Roy Banders was out of the

war.

He woke in a hospital, hours later.

The tanks, AFCs and helicopters and bombers finally got to them, pouring
a huge VeDgoanoQ into the ambush forces along thc road and driving the:m
off. Not without cost. Three truckers were dead, 22 wounded. Thirteen
trucks were totally destroyed, nine daoaged.

Christopher, after the last of the wounded were flown out, stood up and
looked ~d hiD at the carnage. At leaSt, he thought, they named tne
highway right. They called it "Ambush Alle:r'l.

(~)



TOUGH G.'..L CIEl.RS WAY F~ COt-WOYS

By' B OB C UT!'S

~ Correspondent

QUI NHOrT, Vietnam - r-rancy is no 12.dy". i;!ith .ye1:!.ow snarling teeth and a
hea t of plate armor, she rna.kes life hell for the men who "court" her
every week in Ambush Alley.

Nancy's a truck - standard .A~ deuce~nd-a-half" but with some extra
"optionals" you can't get in a showrocm. Like five machine guns" 2.mor
plating" grenade launchers and radios.

Nancy and another truck just like her, both mounted with "quad .SOu
turrets (armored pods mounting four .50 cal. mnchine guns \JIlder a
single gunner) are insurance uolicies for the trucks of t1:e 8th Trans-
portation Group - insurance against the kind of hijackers that would
send a~ teamster running for caver tast6 but which are SOP fcr 6th Group
truckers who ron the daily convoys from Vietnam IS central coast nort~rd,
or up into the highlands.

Recently, the 4o-truck convoy was hetoded for Pleiku" maldng the long" long
run up Highway 19 - "Ambush Alley" - 'Ii. th a load of hig~ explosive artil-
lery rouOOs.

r8ncy was last in line, with her fire tea.-n of machine-g'.m..gount~d,'j,):p 8ltd
armored light weapons truck. Unexpectedly, the mortars hit - first they
bracketed the road, then scored a direct hit on the tractor-trailer just
ahead - all eight rear tires but the loed was untouched end the GI piloting
her kept goi."1g on the rims.

Thc.t 'We Nanc-.r's cue.

Sgt. Jimmy Wood~ team skipper, ordered Nancy's driver, Spec. 5 Denr~s

Spec. 4 Rudy Salinas, in the quad turret, opened up, while Spec. 4 Jerry
Swick, dancing in the open, fed her bullets. It was tight-they could see
blaSts et saoke from the North Vietnamese gun muzzles, not 25 yards away in
the grass. Saliaas' answering blast was a stunning roar of sound. But then
two ot his .50' s jaumed.

Wood opened up with his cabmounted M-60 machine gun, trying to stem the
tide of bullets. But it. jammed too. Just as he leaned down for his rifle,
a bullet smashed through the fire wall, spewing upward to clip him thr~ugh
both legs. He was put out of action.

It was all in a daY"s work for the 8th Tr~- The Sth,biggest truck .utfit
in this half of the world,runs 120-truck convoys to both Pleiku, in the
highlands, and Bong Son, north of Group's Qui Nhon h~dqua.t-ters, every daY'-
With the deuces and 5-ton tracter-trailers, the 8th moves needed supplies--
";"' c".a. , r.f"\l"\to "~ of t ~ ema. ~~v t ;.. th 4 4.a.h In! D;.r ...hQ 1 '7': ~.: '"
-- c ~..V\Ju ..w .. ~.,- w . ~ ~ . - _w.,"'" - -I..-"~ "";'-""JJ 3rigade, A."l Khe base camp, the Korean Tiger Di"'l. ana "Cl".:,e;; ;;;:~.'-.;'"l~,;;;;.:..-:.g

groups ; eve~hing from beer t. bombs-

Morningstar, to p~ out around the con"Toy and head into the "kill zone'
to cover the trucks.



OONVOYS GUAR.IED BY BOUNTY HUNTER

"qUI N1I)N, RVN- To quell the threat of. ambush2d convoys along highways One and
19, the u.s. Army SUpport Command, ~i NhOn's 8th Transportation Group has
unleashed the ":Bounty Hunter".

Arced with an M-55 ~ad .50 caliber machine gun, the 5-ton cargo truck
"Bounty H1mter" t:amts Viet Cong with 2,000 rounds per minute fire power

Manned by five 444 th Transportation Company personnel the heavily armored
"Bounty blmter" has protected Operation Frostbite convo:;s and resupply
opera tions to Dak To and Duc rho.

"We trained f'or two weeks with the 41 st Artillery :Eatte~.1 near ~ Noon.
After completion of' the f'amiliarization course, my gunner, cannoneers, and
assult driver were able to hit moving targets at 1,000 meters,'. U.S. Army
Sergeant Sammy T. :Burgess relates. Sergeant Burgess is the "Bounty HIlnter's"
teem leader.

To date, the "Bounty Bmter" and its Viet Cong stalking crew have not seen
any trace of the enemy on their convoy escort missions.

"Perhaps the a~-esome firepower of the 'Bounty Hunter' has given the Viet
Cong second thoughts about attackL'1! ~th. Tmnsp"O~tion Group convoys'-to
often embattled Pleiku, An Khe, and D.1c Pho," observed U.S. Amy First
Lial tenant Paul A. 'l\1.":2.:f. Lieutenant Turay is a convoy coDDnander for the
444th Transportation Company and platoon leader for the "Bounty Hunter".

In addition to protecting convoys, the powerfUlly armed guntruck guards
the 8th Group Transportntion periceter.



FIX-ALL TRUCK SB>P

QUI NBJN, ml- "My job encompasses all the heade.ches of a traffic cop,
a 24-tX)ur mechanic, and a cotel I:IanDger," si8hed First Lieuten;mt Roe.-er
F. Volland.

Lieutenant Vollend is offioer-in-cherge of the 1 st Logistic3l Co~and' s
520th Transportation Group. The 520th operates the An Khe Sub-Area
Co~d Trailer Transfer Point for convoys be~~een Qui Nhon and Pleiku.

Acbushes and cin1ngs add to the norDally hectic day of the 520th.

"At lee.st once a day there is a crisis here. . . a truck is disabled in
"the infacous }Iang Yang pQ~s . . . a jeep is mined. . . the inevitable
little Dechanicel difficulties. So far we have been able to overcome ev«r7-
thiDg thro'WIl our way by fate and Charlie," observed Lieutenant Volland.

One hundred-toeighty trailers can be parked and. serviced in the 520th's
compound area. Maintenace operations are constantly performed au the
spot to insure safety along Highways 1 and 19.

The 520th secures loose loads, changes flats and stocks commonly replaced
Ams'l parts for all convoy vehicles. At least 12 tires are changed daily
on 5-ton tractors end trailers. Over 600 load stablizations are perfo~ed
on 8th Transportation Group trailers monthly.

'All .of' my men have been required to put in 2O-hour ~ on many occasions.
At times the pressure gets so great we have to exist on Combat Rations. The
mess hall is ~st a block away, ~t a block too f'ar when CharI ie lurks in
tho P:'\ss," concluded Lieutenant Volland.



CRISIS / CHALLENGE / CONCEPT / CONQUEST

(The Story of 8th Transportation Group

Operations in the Republic of Vietnam)

By

COLONEL JCE O. BELLINO

Commandi."lg Officer, 8th Trans Gp (!-1'r)

In the dark drizzle of the dawn, Qui Nhon begins to wake.
Lambrettas, like so ma~ scurrying beetles, appear on narrow, pot-holed
roads. Cone-hatted "mamasans" shuffle wearily through the morning mist,
battered cans of water dangling prec~rious~ from each end of ~~~
poles not unlike th~se used by their ancestors from centuries past.
Merchants wield straw brooms to sweep debris from the dirt stoops

of their shops.

Farmers, working in tandem, pull effortlessly at the ropes from a
straw basket as they take water from one rice padqy to irrigate another.
It is 0600 hours, but th~ Sun still has not made its appearance, as if
trying to steal just a precious bit more rest before beginning its
journey across the troubled country side of Vietnam.

But at a large military marsMll1ng aren nes~led against a
mountain ridge on the western outskirts of the city, men are be:ing
briefad, machines tuned, cargoes checked in n rash of feverish but
order~ activity that is common every morning of the year.

Convoys ot the U.S. ArIl\Vts unique 8th Trnnsportation Group'
(Motor Transport) are readying to move out - to places like An Khe,
Dak To, Pleiku, Bong Son, Duc Pho and other exotic sounding locales.

To the men who call these remote dots on a battle-scarred map home,
the 8th Group is literally their life line.

In the last moments before the march units are formed up to go out
on the road~ all of the security vehicles pass by the firing range
adjacent to the marshalling area. Here machine guns r&ttle in last
minute checks to insure that the men and their weapons are ready to do
their job.

Food to sustain them, ammunition to arm them, beer ~nd soda pop to
cheer them - these are but a few of the cargoes carried fo~iard dai~
over guerilla-infested road"t..T2.Ys in support of the Army.'s Inn.-:moth effort
in Vietnam.



The Tr~nsportation Corps~..1~e relatively yomg service. It was not
at Bull Run with the Qur.rte~ster.. nor at fun Juan Hill with the CevalIoy,
or with the Infantry ~t Verc.'Jn. A'..though nct c;uite thirty years old, the
TC is carvL~g out a ~. ~e~ble ch~~ of heri ~Ge in Viet~~ in one of the
proudest moments of its Y°V-Tlg li!c..

Indeed, whnt the 8th Group alone is doing today in the jungles and
mountains of Vietrzm alrea~J is servL~g to drastical~ reshape TC
doctrine, from unit organizaticn to con~lay makeup, from tactics to
equipment utilization and de~relc?~2nt.

Each one of the 600 - plus convoy personnel respcnsible for the
42,-4,0 vehicles 1."1 cor,~Toy t~t c'~.y leaves with the h!('.wledge that
the enemy will try to k ap him :;::-:,):i! 1'1l ~.-r;;-C' illg his C[:.lgo. Since
early September of 1967 h~-o:od'_~ 12'. d~." r;~~ r,'-';'f"ed that. r:c;me 8th Group
convoy has not been Ij:.;:,f';'.:.ori i~ .I':'!l .iit11'!:' ~!'.i~er f:ire.. l':'_C:",,:n bridges,
"";y ned ro "~""va or """"'~""'~' A!1d "'" ~ --.~,..-~ =.,.,'".., "-j 1 T I ' \ "I'O ~'" ~ ~ r" ~-,-"V'C;OJ'" "',' '. J.'~",:) A'-- '.IV -'-:;--' J ~' (;i -- -' - .J.-4 V.4U .."."

has n." t \. e~ n the o'V"r""+'--,'-' I::.,., 0 ...""" t ~ ~""" P t ~o 5 ",.'1 v P'; ,.1-i ne. '"' '- """ "', ,'-'- ,,:J.., -.L . ~ . v. -:-r, -'l'!'-" "':""'---

full and give the ~ct:!_~,~l forcl;3 ';.;h~ir nse::ec. suppl=.e:1, e,?':'.:. !!L:'.n must
deliver his share of apl;rOD..'iI.!'.w:.y 300G 'co~~ per day and driv.e his
share of over 1,000,000 miles per month in spite of the many dangers.

To understand why this situation exists, and 1oI'hat the men of the
8th Group are doing to cope \lith it ~es f~scinating re~di..?}g. It is
a story of the creetion of bold new methods, techniques ~nd doct~ines
that elready are beL~g incorpor~_ted into 1esson plans at the Army's
TranspC'mtiC'n School at Fort Eustis-, Virgir.i~, rod the Combat
Development Co~nd l!.t Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

MIlch 112.s been said nbout tl!e e~my in Vietmm. ~erience has
shown that the Viet Gong, and his sli~~tly mc,re prcfeG~ional counterpnrt,
thc soldier of the North Vietnamese Ar:r.)-, ~re masters of guerilla warfare.
Their cunning is a legacy of the Viet-l:ir..'"1 forces that fought the French
fifteen years ago, and JIla."1Y of them cr.n tlea~t!re their own e:<:perience by
thl!.t same number of years.

They hit and run. '!he enemy m-~keB e}-:pert use of cover cnd conceaL'ilent.
Their patience yields sur?rise, and they I~ssess the fire power to
de:-ive the maxil!1~ .c;hock valm from tr.1!ir frenzied attacks. TheY' are
indisti~.1ishable from their pea~ant b:'o'~.hArs who may be sympc'\thetic
to the Allied cause. A..?ld they knC1-T th3 1£.11c'.. and the ~-for m;:.n-.f have
been fighting it all their In.:'.t'lre liv-es.

Their ambushes are e.~re!i'.ely short in dur~ticn nnd cr.:lr~cterized
by devl!.stating firepower from automatic wee-pons, rockets am mt\sscd
small arms. They are de~olitic:~ e}~p5rts, nnd c~n fashion a let~Al
mine from a dud bomb or ~rt~r ro1h~. And the b~~boc cesing t~ like
to use cannot be detected ~ mctal-sensing mine ~Neeping equipment.
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Amid the hostilities, 8th Group convoys must remain road-bo~.
Only two main hi~~ways are used - QL #1, running north and south,
stretches from Saigon all the way up ~he coast to Da Nang, and QL #19
begins in Qui Nhon and sprawls wes~mrd, over t,fO mountaL~ passes,
up over the Central h1gh~nds P'1-2.te~u, through Plaiku and on into
Cambodia.

These roads have little shoulder. They are ~nked either b7
rugged mountains, elepr~nt grass or m2rs~ rice paddies. The American
is an alien, and he and his equipment are eas~ identified.

Because of enemy night t~~ act! vities ~ the roads ar9 avail-
able to 8th Group vehicles during restricted hours. (QL #19 OpeM
westward from Qui Nhon at 0600~ closes east-.-rurd from Pl:L1-:u at 1535
and .~ Khe at 1700. QL #1 opens north bound from Qui N:lon at 0715 end
closes south bound from Bong Son at 1600.) An additio~ conSideration
is that conv~Js ca~J, among other things, large quantities of
anDnunition and petroleum products, including the hig~ f1a~m.~ble
MoGas and Avras.

This appears to be a si tuaticn where a skillful, dedicated cnerof
sets prey on 2. "helpless" and vulnerable convoy.

But are these convcys trulY' helploss?
Not arr;- more.

"Not ha~," as the GlIB
say.

On 2 September 1967 a convoy of two ~nd one h2.1f ton Cllfgo trucks
from the 8th Group's 54th &ttal1on was returning in ttl.,e late afternoon
from Pleiku. l1t a point about eight miles west of An ~e, t.be convOY'
was Ba~lage~ hit by a 1erge VC ror~e. In a briar but furious action,
the ambushers killed eight drivers, wounded nineteen more, dcstroyed
twelve vehicles and dama~ed eighteen. I~ was a decisive VC victory.
Not a single attacker vns killed. It w~s all too reminiscent of the
fate of the French convOY's in their struggle against Viet~ forces
for the control of Indo-China.

It also mnrked the beginning of an all-out enemy effort to close
QL #19 end sever the Allied supply line westward.

Since this initial ambush, the VC have spr~ many similar trups.
They continuali.Y h2.ve sniped at convoy vehicles, pe.rticularlyo Itst1-~gg1ersn
who have suffered minor r02.dwaJr mainterw.nce problems.

Mines are another hazard tc the roadways. Sometimes as ~ as
a half dozen will be planted in a hundred-meter stretch of road--
presenting as much a dcmger to civilian tr".lcks and buses as militc.ry
vehicles.

And rina~, the V(: hnve made a determined effC'rt to blow vi~
bridges and culverts (there is an avernge of one every three miles
bet.'Wgen Qui Jilon cnd Pl.eiku; two per Ddle between Qui Nhon and Chu ~) .
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The VC have been ~rated in t~~ir efforts to halt, or even
disrupt convoy operations. Not only frustrated, but hurt. For the
8th C~oup has de~lelcped countermeasures that have enabled troops not
only to survive the withering fire of these ambushers, but to 1q down
a superior barrage of fire in return. Convoys aren tt just sitting
ducks apYmcre. They have evolved into moving task forces, able to
do more than take it, to dish it ou~ as well.

The key is the HARDENED CONVOY CONCEPT, developed at 8th Group
Headquarters solely for operations in a guerilla war.

"This concept," says Captain James Williams of the Group Operations
Staff, "is dynamic and revolutionarJ. I't has made 'Charlie 1 think
twice before hitting us, and. suffer the consequences when he does."

This feeling 15 echoed by the "road managers,," usually lieutenants,
who serve as convoy commanders and are responsible for the actual
operation of the convoys on the highway.

"IV lieutenants now feel like they have an attack, not just
transport capability," says Captain Jack Co1.eman, whose ,91th Trans
Comparv was the first medium truck company- in the Central Highlands.
"This HARDENED CONCEPT will playa vital)yo important transportation
role in all future wars of this type."

The HARDENED CONCEPT is, in essence, nothing More than a formation--
an order of march--utilizing special communications and armor plated
equi~~nt far control purposes ~~d. fire power. The result ties
together, greater than ever before, all elew~nts of the march force with
the security forces L~ the area.- 2.S well as Group and Battalion units.

8th Group convays run in serials, appraximate~ five minutes apart,
made up of from thirty to t,hirly-fivo 'Wsk vehicles. At, the front of
each ten to fifteen vehicle march units is a quarter-ton truck, equipped
with radio and staffed with a dr:i.Tor, ond .;>££:i.oO].~ or ~O "ho ctU':r.'ies a
combination of w~~lS, and a machine gunner who operates a pedesta~

mo1.mt.od .g11"t<Jm.a.tiC weapon.

To the rear of this" g\JIl jeep" is placed a two and one half ton
tr~ck that is armor plated, sand bagged and staffed with a driver,
assistcrit driver, and, a crew in the bed operating a combi..~tion of
treapons.. These armored "deuce and a half's" are considered a temporar;-
measure, however, until the COmIr.2.r:do Armored Car, V-l00~ can be obtained.

Midway between the ten or so task vehicles that follow the two
1ead trucks is a veritable "smoke bringer" that instills more fear
into the hearts of potential va attackers than any other single piece
of equipnent in convoy---the five ton truck-mounted Quad Fifty weapons
S'Jstem. These Quad Fifties pro"lide nn enonnous base of fire power
with their four electrica1Jy operated' .50 caliber machine guns capable
of firing cover Z\JlX> rounds per minute. The Q~d Fifty vehicle is 2.150
equipyod with a radio capability.

It



Fo11owing' at the rear of. the seria1 is another two and one ba1.t
ton "gun truck" n followed by a n gun jeep" identica1 to the one in the .

lead. . These two vehicles have the special task of policing up breakdowns,
either repair:Li.c; them on the spot or assisting them" by an old-fashioned
push if neces:;~~T, to a secure area where they can be left to be retrieved
by wrecker 0;:- a r:-:-uck with tow bar.

The 8th Grf)"..1p has bcsn testing two experimental self-loading Conex
Transport-ers wl1.L'~h have ~roven t-o be j_!'I.~.,J_t'.able :in recovery operations.
No brer,J.~dr:;-,m ~;.';:'~l'l tion has be~n enco~tcl"ed which these Conex Transporters
cannot ct'..sily h-::.:lcLe.

Each following march unit is identical to the first.

It should b'3 noted that to i'rrTJ~tr.erot °this li.fe-~~g, enenv-
punishing Hlo.P-D::::rT::'D CONVOY C:l'!Cl'-:;Pl', :ot is r.ecessarJ -to c-:m:nit approxi';'
ma,tely J..':"°"o of t~c) 3th Grou::;'~ ~:~.o ;';T-:C rr...1chines for :;b-=°l-;."ity purposes.

The concept once again po1nts o~t, the American soldier.s
flexibiJit7, ir.cJ.uding his abilj ,:y to t.ake a problem, ?:'l~lyze 1t~
develop e~e pos~ible solution~, ChOCS9 the best one, a:':l imp1ement
it into a ~'~2,n of action.

Of course" all this would not be possible without the capable
perfo~~nce of that man so easily forfotten--the t~~~~k f~ivar. The
life of a driver in. 8th Gro\.lp revolv'35 .?rc,t-nd b5.5 s:,_'~~i1()tU. sl~ep cycle.
Sewn ~p;:rs per W9C'k, after s1-'1r b~i.l~S 51~$~.. 2. c"I~':""(~!, .c::iOY'!:1-i-3 ;:;j-Jrteen to
sixteer. r.o'Urs pt".!' cI~y bchind the ~oJc6~1 f 11.).5 t.!..;",";~ or f'.:,'i.':C::"~ Lflg
dri \:.;:o :r.?inte~r.c~ Ol"l it. These drj~-ers r:.l~ £. rnc-:!,\Pbl.. ~~1'1 tll\37 are
r6marlmbJ:y profe~sional.

In particular,Experience has taught them to be wary of an ambush.
they ke3p an eye out fo:-:

1. Changes in village makeup and activity

2. Absence of people on the streets

.3. Gatherings of unusuaJ. looking people

4. Mining 1nciden~

s. Sniper fire

6. Wires across tM highway

7. Objects in or along the road

'nlese drivers are briefed each morning on the life-saving Mcessit,-
of keeping a JIrlnimum one hundred. meter' .iJltervaJ. in convoy" driving out
of an ambush kill zone if caught in it" getting th~ trucks off the road
1..f disabled so others can paes" halting and dianounting if they are not.
yet in a kill zone, tracking the vehicle in front of them to avOid m:iJ1es"
wear1ne their fisk gear and pots e.t. all times" and on... aM on... am on.
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This informtion soon bec~es second nature to the experienced dri. ver,
and since that. ill-fated 2 Septetnber ambush many a life-and trock-has been

saved..

It. is significant., of course:, that. a driver, unJ.ike an infantryman, is,
by the very nature of his mission, inherently on the defensive. The driverl
$oldier in the Sth Group is trained, equipped and motivated to insure that
mg.9-iml1m utilization is made of his vehicle and t.~. The Dd.ssion is to provide
a service of prov:1.ding effict.ent,. effective highway transport df' godas~forW&rQ.
Despite the circumstances, morale never has been higher. The drivers & gunners
take a lot. of pride in the fact that although the IW.~ & VC have the element of
suprise in an ambush, they are increasingly coming out on the short. end of their
encounters with the convoy.

A "running score" for the period foll.wing the disastrous 2 Septenber 1967
ambush through 2 Sept~ber 1968 shows the following:

36 ambushes

.38 convoy persomel IRA

204 convoy personnel WHA
-. .

116 known eneny IaA

known enemy WIA15

287 vehicles destroyed or seriously damaged.

If the enemy activity is the most critical and costly constraint on 8th
Grwp convoy operations, it certainly is not the only one.

There is, for instance, a serious lack of Material Handling Equipment, so
th9.t customer off loading (especially in the most forEord areas) is often pain-
fully time consl.lming. Because of the road closing times, the off loading
probl~ often results in a requirement for vehicles to RON (Remin Over Night).
To adjust for this, the cargo capacity of the vehicles remaining overnight must
be deducted from the potential capacity of the Group fleet the next morning.

Though the highway from Qui Nhon as far west on ill #19 as Pleiku has been
paved" the bulk of the road net in the Sth Group Area of Operations is still in
poor repair. An immediate result is unusua.lly deDanding JIBintenance problem.
The steep grades. encountered at the An Khe and Mang Giang Passes are also rough
on task vehicles" especially when" JOOre often than n..t." they are loaded beyond

their capacity.

Weather places IOOre restrictions on convoy operations. The Monsoon Season
not. only makes tor super-slick road surfaces, but. t.he hea. vy rains often 'Wash
out bridges and culverts. Depending on the danage, EnginAere require trom three
hours to three days to make t.he necessary repairs.

Paradoxically, during the dry season, the dust is 50 grea.t that driver
vision is often, and quite literally, reduced to only a few feet. Dust and ~

also cau.s~ obrlous maintenance problens.
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The Vietnamese people themselves pose yet another proh~em. They still
have n,t learned how to live with traffic, and it is not at all unusual for
"papa.soo",,"l1amasan~ "babysan" or all three to stroll directly in front of a
lumbering five ton tractor pulling a tr,~er loaded with 30,000 pounds of
cement. So the driver Imlst not only be alert for "Charlie," but for his peasant
"cousins".

MO'lement planning, or more accurately, the almost total lack of it means
that prj.orities can, aIrl often do, change right up to IP (Departure)" time.
~s creates obvious problems ~nd c~~sion that can only be .corr&Cted ~en
A. sJ'.qw~ of .programc1n.9: $ltld p.--1I::rities can be ~sti.mwd,

Cc!" un.1cntions, vit."l to :om"; ;...ilitory opur...ticn, oft;.;n cxu tmr.rlbd w1th-
1n the Group's area' of opera~icns. Group cus~omers are diverse, including the
~st Cavalry Division and the Americal Division. Yet, thuugh operating in the
inter-d1vision theater, only battalion-sized signal equipment is authorized.

What the Sth Transportation Group is doing then, is pioneering. Faced
with unprecedented problems, for which there are no ready-made, experience-
tested answers, personnel are ha~, literally, to field the problems as they
came. These decisions are writiJ1g a bold new chapter in TransportatiDn Corps
history.

The Group makes special use ~f the ~ence of others. Accounts of the
experience ~f the French, the Red Ball Express in ",-Ill II as well as "Lessons
Learned" by current operating experience are primers for the officers a nd men
alike.

. L'm John H. Burke, the Executive Officer of- the Sth Group (he at one t~e
comMnded the Group's 124th Battalion in Pleiku), sumned it up this way:

"There are no solutions in tl:2 Transportation School's: text books to the
chall~nges we're facing here. What we're doing, then, is really quite simple.
We're just writing a new textbook. . Our own! !"

To the military planner, the real significance of what the 8th Group is
doing lies in the fact that the weather, terrain and political climate in much
of the world closely resembles that found in Vietnam. If we are to be prepared
to wage war and logistically support our forces under these conditions ~ must
develop the material, personnel and systems best suited to the environment.
The gt,h Group is doing exactly tJ-.a.t every day tMt the "Truck-Master" shouts
the start of conw ys am th e first trock rolls out on to the highway.
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DEPAJm.1EIIT OF THE AmlY
HEADQUARTERS, US !m.lY SL7PORT CCI-,1;.Ai':D, QUI !iliCiJ

APO 96238

12 Apri1.. 1968AVCA Q!~-CO

Army)Recommendation for Presidential Unit CitationSUBJEC'l' :

CoImDanding General
1st Logistical Command
APO 96384

THRU:

CoJmnanding General
Uni ted States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AVRAG-PD
APO 96375

TO:

1. In accordance vith paragraph 6, USARV Reg 672-3, it is recommended
that the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) be avarded to the 8th Trans-
portation Group (Motor Transport) and attached units tor extraordinary
heroism in action against an armed enemy while in support of military
operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 2 September 1967
through 31 March 1968. The 8th Transportation Group (Motor Transport)
and attached units have displayed such gallantry, determination, and
espri t de c~ in accomplishing their mission under extremely ditficul t
and hazardous conditions as to set them apart and above other units per-
forming a like mission wi thin the theater.

2. During the cited period,- despite the extreme hazards resulting from
direct enemy action, the 8th Transportation Group (Motor Transport) and
attached units accomplished their assigned combat support and combat
service support mission of line haul to front line forces in the face
of daily interdiction of lines of comm1ni cation by enemy ambush7 mines
and sniper firing. Constantly aYare of the dependency of the tactical
forces upon the cargo moved forward, the officers and men of assigned
and attached units risked danger of death and injury to transport the
"necessary material and equipment over insecure and enemy infested roads,
in the I and II Corps areas, encompassing the vi tal coastal and highland
regions of South Vietnam.

3. The ferocity of the enemy activity, which during the period resulted
in 23 Xll, 103 Wli, and 161 vehicles damaged and/or destroyed, did not
lessen the morale and desire of the men of 8th Group to succeed. On
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the contrary, the intensity o~ the enemy's acts has had the effect o~ join-
ing the members of the command into a single will to accomplish the missi.~n
regardless of the odds or dangers involve~. It has, to quote General
Creighton W. Abrams, made "frustrated tankers" out of the 8th Group tr~ckers
The state of morale of the indi~idual soldier and the esprit de corps of the
unit is best exempli~ied by the remark made ~n a letter f~~~ the C~.ief cf
Chaplains (VJajor General) Sampson to the Cc~:1d:':lg C~:i~er of t~e 3t.~ -':' .:-
~ollo'Wing his visit to the unit - 'II ci tea 7.h~ Jec:.i ~a tion Ceremony of tr,e
8th Group Chapel to the G , ( 7"I" S?~\ '~~ Il f'a-a-"o ..~ ., ...~ -1.."; -~.. .,-" -.- -- ~-- :..IV ';:'!;'.J ~U -_. -~ ... ...; ,--=,.w ~- -.. .'-

East trip and a proo~ of high morale." The bra'Tery and heroism. 0: ~.E: .,:--::':-~'.
ers has earned them the unprecedented number, for a logistical unit, o~ 10
Bronze Star Medals with "V" device, 18 Army Commendation Medals with "V"
device and 92 Purple Hearts. Pending are recommendations for 5 Bronze Star
Medals with "V" device, 15 Army Commendation Medals with "V" device and 14

Purple Hearts.

4. Folloving the ambush of an 8th Group convoy returning to Qui Nhon from
Pleiku on 2 September 1967, in which the Gr~up saffered 7 KIA, 17 WIA, a11d
30 vehicles damaged/destroyed, a dramatic change in operations has takAU
place resulting in new methods, techniques and doctrine for the opera ,.ir~
of logistical convoys in a theater of operations. The "Hardened Vehicle
Concept" of providing convoy security from rlthin '.JaS formulated and im-
plemented by the Group. This concept provides rapid and heavy retaliatory
fire rlthin the critical first tr~ee to five minutes of an ambush, vhich
cannot be obtained within the necessary time frame fram tactical forces
located at strong points along the MSR. The success o£ this concept can
be judged £ram the results of succeeding Embushes. For example, the ~-
bush o£ 24 November 1967 resultec in ene~ lcs~es of 42 KIA, 4 WIA/PC:l
vhile 8th Group personnel sU£fered 3 KIA and WlA. On 4 December 1967,
an ambush resulted in enemy losses of 13 KIA and 2 WIA vhile 8th Group
personnel suffered 1 KIA and 8 ~~.

5. Basically, the concept calls for one radio jeep with !,!-60 machine g-.::l
mounted and one "hardened, n armor plated, 2-~- t~n or 5 ton cargo vehicle
armed with two M-60 machine guns and one 1'1- 79 for every ten (10) task
vehicles. In addition, one quad fifty gun moun~d on a cargo vehicle is
provided for each march unit. PRC 25 radios are placed in the gun t~~cks
to allow the convoy commander control in the event of an ambush. Rece~::7
ring mounted 50 caliber machine guns have bee~ disFersed throughout the
convoy on task vehicles. The ~ha~ce~~n~" ~~ r_~l :e~rs end the a~or p~~.-
ting or the doors of the cabs of task ~ehicles is contemplated in the
final plan. This totally new concept, a first in transportation histcrJ,
has been recommend as doctrine at the United States Army Transportation
School by Brigadier General Jack C. Fuson, Director of Transportation.
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6. During the cited period, assigned/attached units of this command en-
gaged in Operations Francis Marion, ~lcArthur, Patrick, Wheeler Wollowa,
Dazzelem, Pershing, Walker and Maeng-Ho 9 and 10. In addition to cargo
moved, the Group engaged in moves involving units of the I..th Infan~
Division and 1st Cavalry Division, the 173rd Ai~borne Brigade and the 5th
Special Forces Group. The entire 11th Light Infantry Brigade was also
moved upon its arrival in country, tram Qui Nhon Port to Duc Pbo. The
move involved approximately 1170 vehicles, 1200 troops and 4465 short tons
a distance of 83 miles. Un! ts of the Group provided command, control and.
securi ty for the convoys ranging in size from 150 to 270 vehicles daily.
Following the move, the Americal Division Commander, Major General S.W.
Koster, stated in a letter of commendation to the Commanding Officer of
the 8th Group, that the operation conducted by the 8th Trans Group vas the
most professional transportation job he had vi tnessed in his military
career. Also, lines of communication (LOC) vere extended during the
period Wes t and North to Dak To and Polei Kleng, North to Duc Pho and
South to Tuy Hoa, resulting in the Group providing the longest Line of
Caam1nication in the theater.

7. I t vas during the cited period that 8th Group supported the beleaguered
tactical force during the Battle of Dak To. The achievements of the of-
ficers and men of the command during that all important battle brought
praise tram the tactical commanders ccncerned,to include General
Westmoreland.

S. Facing conditions never experienced by a Transportation Truck Unit,
the command moved 597,572 short tons of cargo and 4,455,170 gallons of
POL and transported 21,415 personnel over 7,331,924 miles during the cited
period. Maj or General W. R. Peers, Commanding General, Fourth Infantry
Division in a letter of cammundation stated that the rapid aggressive
reaction of the 8th Group truckers during an ambush undoubtedly reduced
the number of casual ties and also enabled the reaction forces to flank
and engage the enemy. LTC R.L. Runkle, Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion
5th Cavalry, 1 s t Cavalry Division (Airmobile), sta ted that, in the ambush
of 4 December, three enemy assaults were, "repulsed because of determina-
tion and bravery of each individual drivel. to stand and fight." He equated
their ~oolness under fire to that of seasoned combat troops. On 16 No7em-
her 1967, Lieutenant General Rosson, Commanding General or 1st Field Force
Vietnam stated to the Commanding General, Qui ~non Support Comman~ that
Rthese 8th Group truckers are the unsung heroes of the war." In spite
ot the daily exposure to possible ambush the morale ot these dedicated
truckers soared and each daily convoy run vas regarded as an individual
challenge.

9. The "Frustrated Tankers" or the 8th GrouF also perrormed, in a dual
role as infantry- Battalions of the Group conducted ambush patrols on a
nightly basis and provided listening posts vi th a force of tvelve men



.&.VCA QN-CO
SUBJECT:

12 April 1968
Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation (Armr)

men ranging 2-5 miles from base camps as part of the overall defense
sector plan. These elements have engaged e~ forces ranging in size
.from )0-100 men resulting in enemy Kll/WIA and the capture of supplies
and equipment.

10. Spurred on by the knowledge of their tr~ndous contribution to the
war effort, the officers and men of the 8th Transportation Group (Motor
Transport) continued to push forward through the endless obstacles ot
enemy action, terrain and vea the~ to accomplish their mission. Service
vi th confidence; support vi thout equal, the 8th Transportation Group
(Motor Transport) and attached units have proven that they are highly
deserving of the Presidential Unit Citation (Ar.7).
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LIST OF ASSIGNED U1~IT5

~ PERIOD PREVIOUS US UNIT AWARDS

HHD, 8th Trans Gp (MT)
J.PO 96238

190ct66 - PRESErlT ~leritorious Unit Commendation
European Thea ter

HHD, 27th Trans Bn(Trk)
A.PO 96238

22Oct66 - PRF.sENT Meri torious Unit Commendation
Vietnam

2nd Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96238

22Oct66 - PRFSENT

58th Trans Co (LtTrk)
J.PO 96238

220ct66 - PRESENT

444th Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96238

220ct66 - ~ Presidential Unit Citation
WI! Ardennes

585th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96238

21May67 - 25Feb68

597th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
J.PO 96238

220ct66 - PRESENT Meri torious Un! t Commendation
WII European Theater

505th Trans Det (1-rP)
APO 96238

220ct66 - p~

miD, 54th Trans Bn(Trk)
J.ro 96238

220 c t 66 - pRf.qENT

57t.h Trans Co (tt'l'rk)
.!PO 96238

1 Aug67 - 2,5Feb68

512th Trans Co (LtTrk)
AI{) 96238

22Oct66 - ~ENT

LtTrk)523rd Trans Co
J.ro 96238

220 c t66 - PRFaSENT

666th Trans Co (LtTrk)
J.PO. 962.38

14Aug67 - PRFSENT

669th Trans Co (LtTrk)
J.PO 96238

22Oct66 - p~

HRD, 124th Trans BIi(Trk) 25Ju167 - P~ENT
!PO 96318

Presidential Unit Citation
Philippines WI!
Presidential Unit Citation
WI!

64th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
A..'DQ 96.31 S

22Oct66 - p~ Presidential Unit Citation
WII



LIST OF ASSIGNED UNITS CON' T

PREVIOUS US UNIT AWARDS-- ~PERIOD.Y!£!1

88th Trans Co (LTrk)
A.PO 96.318

12Nov67 - P~ENT

541st Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96294

5Feb68 - P~ENT Presidential Un! t Citation
WI! (2)
Presidential Unit Citation
Korea (2)
Meri torious Un! t Commendation

563rd Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96318

22Oct66 - ~

12Hov67 - p~28th Trans PI t

!PO 96318

520th Trans Det (TIP)
A.PO 96294

220ct66 - ~ENT



DEP AR'l'MENT OF THE AmfY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT

APO 96238

.A.VCA QN-TG 18 December 1967

SUBJECT: Lieutenant General Rosson's Remarks, 16 December 1967

TO: COIImIand1ng Officer
A. ttached Units
8th Transportation Group (MT)
!PO 96238

1. At a briefing of the Commanding General IFFV on 16 December 1967
a detailed discussion took place on the subject of convoy operations and
convoy security. In the course of the discussion Lieutenant General Rosson
stated, "these 8th Group truckers are the unsung heroes ot this war." He
went on to remark specifica1l7 that our record in the 24 November 1967 and
4 December 1967 ambushes was outst~ding. He also said that our successful
carrying of cargo on a dail7 basis over routes 1 & 19, right thru enamy
territo~, was the best indication of the progress we are making to win
the war.

2. In thanking Brigadier General McBride tor the outstanding logis-
tical support rendered by US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon, LTG Rosson
asked that his commendation be passed down to the individual soldier.

3. Please insure that General Ros~onrB desires in this matter are
carried out'.

Is/ J 08 O. Bellino
It/ JOE O. REf.1. !NO

Colonel, TO
Co:mmand"-"g

TEL: Phu Thanh 775



1st Ind
AVCA QN-CG (29 Dec 67)
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation
HEADQUARTERS, US Ami! suppORT COlono1A.ND, QUI NHON, !pO 96238, 17 J an 68

---

Commanding Officer, 8th Transportation GrouP, APO 96238

I certainlY' agree with all the complimentarY' remarks made by Major
General Koster. Please also accept my appreciation for yet another job

well done.

TO:

/s/ George H. McBride
It I G:g)RGE H. McBRIDE

Brigadier General, USA
c~ndi:ng

,.



DEPARTMENT OF THE Am.!!
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)

A.PO 96238

SUBJECT: Support of Camba t Operations

1. Operation MacArthur - A 4th Division operation conducted
in the Central Highlands.

2. Operation Francis Marion - A 4th Division operation conducted
in the Central Highlands.

3. Operation Patrick - A 4th Division operation conducted in
Quang Ngai Province.

4. Operation Wheeler Wollowa - An Americal Division operation
conducted in I Corps Area.

5. Operation Dazzelem - A 1st Jjr Cavalr7 D1 vision operation
conducted in the An the area.

6. Operation Pershing - A 1st Air Cavalr7 Division operation
conducted in Binh Dinh Province and Bong Son Plain .

7. Operation Walkar - A 4th Division operation conducted in
the Bong Son Plain.

8. Operation Maeng-Ho 10 - A Tiger Division (ROK) operation on
the Go &1 Plain .

9. Operation Maeng-Ho 9 - J. Tiger Division (ROK) operation in
Binh D1nh Province.



LIST OJ' DmIVIOOAL AWARDS

SIL YEa STAR MEDAL

NAME/RANK STATUS

1LT WIImN, DAVID R
ss::r VAZQ~, JUAN F
SP4 MILLHOFER, FftImRR_TCK

PENDING
PENDING
PENDING

BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH nvn DEVICE

COt Bl:LLINO, JOE 0
CPT OOLmWf, JACK W
1tT BRIHK, DAVID E
2LT PANAGIS, ,1NnRm J
2LT SHTET-,-n..-9, LmNARD J
SG T BELCiSTRO, DENNIS J
BPS TREVINO, RADI)HIX) L
SP4 RARnv..~I, ROBERT W
SP 4 BENSINGER, ARTHUR J
SF 4 ~ITH, LARRY D
SP4 M&TCALF, CHART.R~ E
SP 4 WOOD, S'1:!iJ:'H.Ql P
nc BAS, HOBERT
PFC TIDWELL , JDMI
PVT JOWID, ~T W

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

PENDING

AWARDED

AWARnlm

!vARnRn
PENDING
~ v -- -RDED

PENDING
PENDING
PENDING
AW:ARnRn
Aw:ARDED

ABMY COlwn.mNDA.TION MEDAL WITH Wi. DBVICE

11T PURVIS, J~ P
1 1T STm.,. JAMES R
11T TILWTSON, RICH-":B.1J J
2L'l' LION, JOSEPH
2LT ST]g:R.I1:IER, PAUL J
S(!.I PROCTOR, R.K. SR.
SiC WILLHITE, GmBGE F
SSG WIT.T.Q~, JOHll F
SGT BERNO, OOUGLAS G
SaT ~STOPHER , JERRY W
saT ScHROEIZR, UWRERCE
SaT SNOOK, RANDY 1
SP5 UUERKAMP, C1EB,AT.n
SP5 MCPHERSON, ~IE
SP4 FOSTER, JOSEPH
SP4 LDfAR, LONNIE G
SP4 PERNO, DN'R.~T S
nc HALFORD, :IDW.ARD G
PFC ~, JUE8GEN
PFC MUNSON, ALVIN J
P.lC B)ZNOWSKI, StFJ'HEli N
PFC U'r/., IJ.oID
PVT roYD, JAMES A

AWARDED

.AWARDED

A¥iRn~n
AWARDED
PENDING
AWARDED
AWAF..DED

~ARnRn
J.WJ.RDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
PENDING
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AW-AIII)ED
PENDDlG
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
PENDING
AWARJ)RD

PEJ.'TDI::G



~.r:s::: 'JF I~:.1!-.~lD(jA.l. :"'WA~ COi"1 r

PURPLE rLEAR!

tlAl'Z 1'RA.t.~ STATT;S

AWARDED
m;Di::u
AWA..'ItDED

AWARDED

PE.;DI:ZG
AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

PENDIl-lG

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AYARnRn
AWARnRn

AWARnRn

AWARDRD

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

~lwARDRn

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

'!¥jR~D
J.VJ.RDED
A V--_Rj)RD

AVARDED
A~ARnED
AWARDED
PENDING
AVARnED

J,¥J.RnRn
.AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED

CPr COLDIAN, JACK W
CPT COWilll, JACK W
1LT ~Oll, DAVID W
2LT PAliAGIS, ANm.:B:J
2LT S~~, PAUL J
1SG DAVIS, J~ W
SSG AVANT, JAMES
SSG COLLINS, CLAUDE L
SGT BELCASTRO, ~ns J
SGT ORR, J.Al~ 0
SP5 BROWlI, EVEREl'T
SP5 CONllOR, ALTON
SP5 DILT.A-HAY, ROBERT F
SP5 FRAZER, RA'DroND
SP5 HILL, TOl-.1o!Y
SP5 JACKSON, JIMMIE
SP5 KLINE, I:ENNErH J
SP5 LD-lmAY, LAWRFllCE E III
SP5 )1ILLIGAN, AUTRY
SP5 P.ARKER, WII.T.TAM
SP5 QUICK, P~ A
SP5 RAIBDRN, JDMI
SP5 REINOLm, MICHAEL
SF 4 BALL, GIPSEY
SP 4 BEOOLLA J JOSEPH
SP4 BER~m' , J~
SP4 BEUmI1, RICHARD
SP4 OORASII, JOHN V
SP 4 OOALMANN, BRIJCE L
SP4 CJ.PPOLLONI, DEI'lIIS
SP4 CELFSrDlO, J~ A
SP4 CONN, STEVE J
SP 4 CURRY, EUGENE
SP 4 CZERWINSII, FRA.NK. F
SP4 EVANS, ROBERT L
SP4 F.1RLEY, ARr~ L
SP4 FASIG, GARY V
SP4 !'OSTER, JOSEPH
SP4 GIROUX, FRANK V
SF 4 GREENE, L!.. ~ OR
.sF 4 GUNTER, WILLIAM
SP 4 HAKES, MI CHA~. J
SP4 HARDESTY, ROBmr V
SP 4 KENSINGER, ARTHU~ J

2



DEP AImmNT OF THE ABMY
~UARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)

JPO 96238

2 December 1967J.VCA QN-TG

General Westmoreland's Remarks at Da! To, 1 December 1967SUBJECT :

TO: C0Dm8.lI.ding Officers
All attached Un! ts
8th Transport&. t1o11. Group (MT)
!PO 96238

1 . I have just returned tram Dak To Vhere I had the pleasure of
attending a conference of major commanders whose units were involved in
the Battle of Dak To.

2. General Wes"bD.oreland paid praise to the comanders of all the
tactical forces committed, US and South Vietnamese. He especially noted
that his remarks were directed to the battalion, c~-!!Y' and platoon
c~ders . He then addressed General McBride bY' name and paid him the
highest praise for the outstanding 8UPPort rendered by Qui Nhon Support
C~IJdJ particularlY' for the outstanding job done by the transportation
truckers who kept the supplies coming so that the commt trOOp8 could
keep pressure on the 8namy.

J. In an earlier conversation General Westmoreland remarked that
his Deputy, General Abra:II8, said "the 8th Group truckers who were sm.-
bushed near Pleiku on 24 November 1967, were a bunch of frustrated
tankers". There is no higher compliment that an ex-tanker commander
could pay another soldier.

4. I congratulate each of 1OU tor 7Our contribution towards the
laudatory remrks 1rI1de by Generals Wes'bDDreland and Abrams.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. ~'Ier.T.TNO

Colonel, TC
CODm8.ndlng

TEL: PT 775



HEA.DQ U ART ERS

1 ST BATTALION, 5TH CAVALRY
1 ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AImiOBILE)

!PO San Francisco, California 96490

196;A VDAIA 6 Decemce::.'

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU: Commanding Officer
54th Transportation Battalion
!PO 96238

TO: Comanding Officer
669th Transporta titm Company
J.PO 962.38

1. I wish to take this opportunity to commend the officers and men of
the convoy from your 1m! t that was s:m.bushed 4 December 1967, west of AN KHE
on highway 19.

2. The ambush vas sprung b7 an estimated compan7 size unit of NVA.
Immediate17 after the lead vehicle was fired upon, the men at the head of
the convo7 returned determined and accurate suppressive fire at the enemy.
Five minutes later the enemy made a ~trike near the center of the couvo7
wi th a charging assault. Alert and prepared to defend and protect the con-
vo7, the men in this area met the NVA with a heaVY' volume of fire which
broke up the assault. Still a third assault occurred three minutes 1& ter
that too was repulsed because of the determination and bravery of each in-
dividual to stand and tight.

3. To each phase ot the ambush a ttme17, courageous and forceful
reaction was taken. The men displayed a coolness under fire equal to that
of seasoned combat soldiers and their quick reactions precluded serious
losses to the unit.

4. jgain, I wish to commend all the men in the convoy for a profes-
sional job well done.

/s/ Robert L Runkle
/ t/ ROBERT L RUNKLE

LTC, Infantr,.
C~ding



LIST OF INDIVIDUAL AWARDS CON I T

PURPLE HEART

NAME/RANK STATUS

AWARDED

PENDING
PENDING

J.WARDED

J.W1_R~n

J.p'ARnF.n

J.WARDED

J.WARDED

J.'WARDED

AW~R.JJED

PENDING

J.WJ.F.DED

J.Y1RnRn
AW~RIJ~
AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

A-WARnRn

~W&RDRn

.A.1lARDED

AWARDED

AWJ.RDED

AW!RDED

AV!RJ)RD

PENDING
AW~ RJ)RD

AWARDED

PENDING

PENDING

AWARDED

PENDING

PENDING

AY~ RIJED

AWARDED

AWARDED

PENDING

~wlRnF;n

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

AWARDED

PENDING

j,tJ1RnRn

AWARDED
~~lRnRD
AWARDED
AWARDED

SP4 HILL, J~ L
SP4 HOPSON, JOHN R
SP4 HUNT, roUGLAS R
SP4 INGRAM, BTI,I.IR R
SP 4 LOGSOON, BOB L
SP4 MACE, ROBERT D
SP4 MAP~, HAROLD R
SP 4 MET CALF, CHARLES E
SP4 MILLHOFER, FREDERIC:!:
SP4 MONDAY, CLAY R
SP 4 NILAND , DANIEL T
SP 4 OSBORN, J.AMES R
SP 4 PINro, CAm..fEN
SP4 POLLOCK, ~
SP4 PRICKETT, JOHN J
SP4 PRINGLE, FRED H
SF4~, LARRY
SP4 SANDERS, ROY A.
SF 4 SNYDER , RO N.ALD L
SF 4 S TABLI N, KENNATH R
SP 4 S'l'MHENS, WILLIE
SP4 STEVENSON, JERRY J
SP4 TILLOTSON, RUSSEL A. JR
SP4 TURNER, J~ J.
SP4 VAN HORN, GARY R
SP4 VAUGHT, ROBERT C
SP4 VAUGHN, LINWOOD C
SP 4 WILHELM, HERBERT
SP4 WOOD, S'l'~~ P
SP4 WRIGHT, JJMF.s R
PFC BENHAION, RICHARD
PFC BRAGG, J Al.waS M
PFC CAPPS, JAMES E JR
PFC COu'INS, ALFRED E
PFC cm.n.nNGS, HAlU)LD W JR
PFC DAVIDSON, Lm>Y F
PFC EIMARDS, HFJn.{AN JR
PFC GaRroN, B.A.Y E
PFC GREENSAGE, ROY L
PFC HALFORD, EDWARD G
PFC HARNED, OON1LD E
PFC HOWLO'rr, JOHN R
PFC HUGHEY, LLOYD R
PFC HnTT, Q i:R4LD T
PFC KENT, LDlN W
PiC LAVELL, JOHN E
PFC lrrADDOX, miRANCE N

3



LIST OF n:DIVIDUAL AWARDS CO1; I T

PURPLE ~

NAl. ~ /RAl1K .§I.AJS:..§

AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
J.WARDED
AWARDED
AWJ.RDED
AWARDED
J.WARDED
J.WARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED
AWARDED

PFC PETRIK, JOH1~ J
PFC PORTm, JOE M
PFC REINHARDT, ARTHUR
PFC SAS, ROBERT
PFC SDA1-10NS, RONALD W
PFC SUCK, RANDY C
PFC STEBllER, ROBERT L
PFC STOUT, GmRGE D
PFC TAILOR, HARRY T
PFC W~~~GTON, LARRY
PFC WILCHER, Jm:t.RY A
PVT BO ID , J.AlwiES J.
PVT FOWLKE, ~T W
PiT GENOVERSA, ROBERT

4.



DEP AR'IMENT OF THE AIt(I
HEADQUAR~, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MO'l'OR TRANSPORT)

APO 962.38

AVCA. QN-TG-J J September 1967

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

COnmIB.nding General
US Army Support COJmIIand, Qui Nhon
!PO 96238

On 2 September 1967, an 8th Transportation Group convoy 1mder the
control of the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Pleiku on Route 19
for a re~urn trip to Qui Nhon, at approximately 1610 hours. The convoy
consisted of 37 task vehicles and 2 j eepa armed with M-60 machine guns.
Because of mechanical troubles, a 5,000 gallon tanker which joined the con-
voy caused a split in the convoy of same 500 meters. At appro%imately 1855
hours, the lead t ton vehicle was struck with a 57MM recoilless rifle round
(vic BR 348454) ki 11 i ng one man and wounding two others. Simultaneously,
a secondary ambush was sprung at BR 339460 on the second element of the
convoy. The enemy force, estimated at a reinforced company, used command
detonated mines, recoilless rifles, automatic weapons, and small arms
against the convoy. The main ambush was conducted over a 700 meter kill
zone with. the secondary attack providing a blocking action. The enemy-
force was s1t-uated on the south side or the road, although S08 gun im-
placements were located in the north. Because of the intensity of the
fir9 B.1ld perfect execution of the ambush, little fire ws retm-ned by
friendly personnel caught in the killing zone. Tactical Security elements
arrived T,Jithin 10-15 minutes. Spooky arrived at 2020 hours. The convoy
suffered 7 KIA, 17 WIA and 30 vehicles damaged/destroyed. Enemy casual-
ties and unit designation are unknown.

I sl Joe O. Bellino
It I JOE O. RET,T.TNO

Colonel, TC
Comm,nding





1st Ind(11 November 1967)
Arter-Action Report

A VCA QN-TG

SUBJECT:
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (Motor Transport), Qui Nhon

APO 96238 1 3 November 1967
96238

TO:

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE o. BEroaLINO

Colonel, TC
Commanding



DEPARTMENT OF TIrE JJa.f.I
585TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (MEDIUM TRUCK CARGO)

A.PO 962.38

11 November 1967

SUBJECT z After-a.ction Report

THRU: CODUDandlng Officer
27th Trans Bn (Trk)
J.PO 96238

TO: Commanding Officer
8th Trans Gp (MT)
APO 96238

1. On Saturday, 11 November 1967, &t approximately 1515 hours, two
miles W88t of 1 at Cav checkpoint 89, the first march UDi t of the convoy
which I vas co=randing was taken under ambush tire by an estimated 10 to
15 enemy-.

2. Fire consisted of two or three land mines and ap~ox1ma tely 100
rounds of small arms (automatic and semi-automatic weapons) fire Co:=Jing
from the right hand side of the road, that is, South to North.

J. The tiring lasted for approximately 30 seconds; the land mines
tired first followed b7 rapid small arms fire. It was noticed while
driving through the kill zone that the Ddne8 which were detonated were
on the side ot the road and in no way could have damaged a vehicle.

4. There were no casual ties and only minor damage to one convoy
vehicle which belonged to the SS5th Transportation Company. This damage
was caused by the impact or rive bullets in the vehicle's radiator, one
in its right front tire, and another against the armor plating on the
right side or the vehicle on the door. The armor plating probably
saved the driver from being struck by the bullet.

5. As soon as the firing began, the 1 at Cay security frequency
~ used. Three gun ships were on the Bcene within five minutes. The
1st Cay troOpB arrived in ten minutes to sweep the ambush site. An un-
determined n\ml.ber of enemy were taken under fire by these troops as
they entered the wooded area off of the road.



11 November 1967
SUBJECT: J.fter-action Report

6. During the attack the convoy drivers acted correctly by driving
on through the area. The attaCk was concentrated on the last few vehicles
of the march unit. The convoy regrouped near Check Point 89 and proceeded
to Qui Nhon without further incident. The damaged vehicle was taken to An
Khe where it rem.ined overnight.

Is/ Phillip T. Hall, Jr
It/ PHYT.LYp T. HALL, JR

CPT, TC
Commanding



DEPARTMENT OF THE .A:BMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT

APO 962.38

A.VCA QN-TG 25 November 1967

0.10 RA.NDUM FaR: Commanding General, US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon

SUBJECT: Reconstruction of Ambush

At 1005 hours, 24 November 1967, a convoy going to Pleiku tram the .
54th Transportation Battalion was ambushed b7 an NVA force at grid coor-
dinates AR 965465. This convoy consisted of 43 - 5 ton cargo trucks, 15
2t ton cargo truCks, 6 - gun trucks, 3 gun jeeps and 1 maintenance truck.
The following account of what happened is submitted based on telephonic
reports tram Pleiku. The ambush began when the lead gun truck in the con-
voy was stopped by small arms fire and stmul taneously the lead cargo
vehicle was hit by a command detonated mine. This truck was stopped along
the right side of the road. The convoy tried to run through the ambush,
per 8th Group SOP, but only one truck was successful in breaking out of
the 300 meter kill zone. The remaining trucks that tried to break out
were stopped by mines or small arms fire, effectively blocking the road.
One of the trucks, carrying ~o, was hit and exploded, destroying a gun
truck of the second serial that was behind it. The gun truCk of the
third serial was hit by small arms fire and stopped. The gun truCk o£
the fourth serial was hit b7 a grenade, but this grenade did not pene-
trate the armor plating. The 5th and 6th gun trucks were not hit, but
immedia tely returned fire as did all drivers once they were stopped. A
mchine gunner in the 5th gun truCk killed an NVA --chine gunner before
he could fire on the convoy tram a distance of only 10 feet fram the road.

The results of this ambush are as follows:

2 KIA and 17 WI! with one of these in critical conditionFriendly:a.

b. Enemy: 41 IIA and 4 WI! (POW's), of this figure the convoy ac-
counted for 19 IIA and 3 WIA prior to the arrival of the security forces

.4 of these were gun trucks) 6 to 9c. Vehicle Damage:
or these were destroyed.

14 trucks

The security forces at CP 91W reacted within a few minutes to a call
of "contact" made by the convoy commander, Lt Purvis, and to the sound of
the ambush which they could hear. When they arrived at ambush 5i te, they
conducted a major sweep and pursuit to account for final enemy casualties.



25 November 1967AVCA QN-TG
SUBJECT: Reconstruction of Ambush

A more detailed account, complete with statements of witnesses will
be presented as soon as investigating officers tram this headquarters
retm-n fram Pleiku.

Isl Joe O. Bellino
It I JOE O. BELLINO

Colonel, TC
COmE.nding





DEP.AR~..:Er!T OF ruE Am,ZY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRAlISPORT.ATIC1: GROUP (r.DTOF. TRAliSPORT)

Arc 96238

1,In-Iowromt FOR: Commanii:..ng :ier.eral, US Army Support Command, Qui ':hO11

SUBJECT : Reconstruction of Ambush of 4 December 1967

At 0815 hours, 4 December 1967, a convoy going to Pleiku from the
54th Transportation Battalion, ~s ambushed by a Viet Cong unit estimated
at company size (three 20-30 man platoons) at grid coordinates BR 330460.
This convoy consisted o£ 58-5 ton cargo trucks, 11-2t ton cargo trucks,
6 gun trucks (armor plated), 4 gun jeeps and 1 maintenance truck. The
ambush began when a charge was detonated at the side o£ the road. The
lead gun truck driver noticed a board with three mines pulled across the
road in front o£ him. He stooued his vehicle and at that moment the. .
vehicle was hit by small arms fire and a recoilless rocket, killing the
driver. The lead jeep (second vehicle in convoy) also received small
arms fire and yaS stopped. Both vehicles immediately began returning
fire, utilizing the two (2) M-60 machine guns and ~!-79 grenade launcher
in the truck and the ~1-60 machine gun in the jeep. Four other vehicles
received flat tires and body damage. Personnel began returning fire
under the leadership of 1LT Todd, the march unit commander (second vehicle
in the convoy). Gun trucks of the march units moved forward into the
approximately 3000 meter long kill zone, and subsequently one of these
~ hit by rocket fire wounding three gunners. The leadership and fire-
power of the convoy was immediate and responsive enough to account for
all enemy KIAs and WIA prior to arrival of the reaction force. At the
time of the ambush, 0815 hours, a call of "ambush! ambush! ambush!" went
out over the radio from the convoy. The reported time of arrival of the
gun ships was 0827, twelve minutes after start of the ambush; a reaction
force formed at an artillery base camp and brought in by the Group Co~d-
er, arrived at approximately 0830. The quick reaction time of the convoy
personnel and the intense base of fire put up by the machine gUlmers in
the gun trucks broke the enemy ambush prior to the arrival of any of the
reaction £orC8S. From the point of viev of the convo7, the reaction
time of the combat supporting forces was too slow. The reaction time
of 12 minutes for gun ship support is marginal; the reaction time of
15 minutes for the first ground troops (considering that they vere mo-
tivated by convoy control persc~el) is excessive, and 25 minutes after
the call "ambush! ambush [ ambush[" yaS given is too long to yait for air
lifted support.

-"

The results of this ambush are as tallows:

6 WIA (2 very slight)FriendlY' 1IIA anda.

1 WIA (POW)b. Enemy 13 KIA and

.,.,~hic16l ,i~=.'3.~":'.~ guu ~~ck destroyed, 1 gun jeep and
-,_.- "~""'~"': ~, ~ ~!oo~17 ';Q'M8~ edo. , 0'. -.. J ---:;.). - OJ '-""~~ .

0



Fram reports taken at the scene, the apparent plan of the Viet
Cong was to stop the convo7, kill the personnel, then destro7 the ve-
hicles with satchel charges. Seven satchel charges were found on Viet
COnI bodies b7 EOD teams and disarmed. The quiCk reaction and fire-
power or this convo7 are the on17 factors that prevented this ambush
fram being a success.

A more detailed account, complete with stat8m8nt8 of witnesses
will be presented as 8Oon as investigating officer from this headquar-
ters returns from Plaim.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
It/ JOE O. P.~.T.TNO

Colonel, TC
C~"di"g

TEL: Pr 77.5





DEPART1':Er:T OF '!HE AR!o1"Y

~UARTERS, 8TH TRAlfSPOR'l'ATION' GROUP (MOTOR TRAilSPORT)
!PO 96238

23 January 1968A.VCA QN-TG- 3

SUBJECT: Srnopsis of Couvoy Incident

TO: CODianding General
US Ar1Jr3" Support Co~d , Qui Nhon
!PO 96238

At appronmately 210615 January 68, an 8th Transportation Group con-
voy under the control ot the 54th Transportation Battalion consisting of ~
gun truCks, ~ gun jeeps and 60 task vehicles de~ted Qui Nhon for Pleiku.
The convoy was halted at CP 96 east tor thirty t30) minutes While the road
vas cleared. At 1000 hours approximately 500 yards east ot CP 102, the
lead element o~ the convoy came upon a 5 ton tractor which vas attempting
to hook up to a POL trailer. Because this operation was blocking the flow
of traffic, the convoy commander moved to the front and directed the clear-
ance of the road. He then directed his convoy to continue. At this time,
a large volume ot auto-. tic and suall arms tire vas received from the south
side of the road. Convoy 8eC1n'i ty personnel i.1mDedia tely returned tire in
the direction of the ho8tile tire. The convoy continued to move through
the area. Within 5-10 minutes lPG's tram the road security element at CP
102 arrived and engaged the hostile elemnt talloved b7 tanks from. CP 98
within 10 minutes. Rear elements ot the convoy approac}'_ing the area re-
ceived approximately 40-50 rounds o~ autoatic tire. Both APCa and tanka
at the site ot the incident tired in the direction ot the hostile tire.
Number of enemy involved, KIA, WI! or unit designation unknown. No hostile
explosive ordnance was involved.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. BELLINO

Colonel, TC
C~nding

PT 779/786TEL:



DEPARTl-IEl:T OF THE !Rl.zy
HEADQUARTERS, 8'rH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (}'1'OTOR TRAl'ISPORT)

AFO 96238

AVCA QiI-TG 27 January 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Convoy Ambush

TO: Commanding IJeneral
US Army Support Command, Qui ~non
!PO 96238

At 0600 hours 25 January 1968, a 54th Tranaportation Battalion 8th
Transporta tion Group (MT) convo7, consisting of ninet7-fi ve vehicles for
Pleiku and twent7-three for An Khe, departed the unit marshalling area lo-
cated on route 19, Cha Rang Valle7, Qui Nhon. The ninet7-five vehicles for
Peliku consisted of s1xt7-five 5-ton cargo trucks; nineteen zt-ton cargo
trucks; five armored 2t-ton trucks; four radio jeeps and two 5-ton main-
tenance trucks. At approximatel7 1015 hour5, the convo7 received automatic
and small arms fire £ram both sides of the road at BR 089552. The gun
trucks and convo7 per50nnel returned fire and wi thin 10 minutes elements
of the 2,/1 Cavalr7 were cn the site wi th ~ored personnel carriers and
tanks., Arter all firing stopped the convo7 proceeded west for appro:rl-
me.. tel7 five hundred yards when enemy- fire was again received from bo th
sides of the road. The NVA opened fire on the second and third vehicles
in the convo7. The enemy fire consisted of rockets, heaV7 machine guns,
grenades and small arms from both sides ot the road. A machine gun posi-
tion was later discovered approximatel7 twent7-tive ,ards on the right
side of the road. The reaction force arrived on the scene from the pre-
vious ambush site 1mm8dia tell. The ground distance covered b7 the ambush
was approximatel7 one thousand meters from BR 089552 to BR 080550. Ap-
proximate17 sixty convo7 personnel were involved in the ambush, plus the
reaction force. The number ot hostile personnel involved is unknown. Two
US drivers were killed and one driver was wounded. One 2t-ton gun truck
and one 2t-ton cargo truck were damaged, with minor damage to the cargo.
One civilian tractor from the Pacific Architects and Engineers was des-
troyed. Tbree armed helicopters arriv9d at approximatel7 1045 hours.
Two Medical Evacuation Helicopters arrived within ten minutes after re-
quest. Two officers, members of an engineer team, were wounded, one
fata117, while clearing explosive ordnance from the site.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. BELLINO

Colonel, TC
C~ding

TEL: PT 775

~',
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DEPARI1.IEiiT OF THE ARl..:!
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRAiISPORTATIO1; GRC~P (~.:c :01 !RA~~.c:?

APO 96238

AVCA QIj-TG-J 1 Februarj-

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

TO: Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 30 January 1968, an Sth Transportation Group convoy under the
control of the 54th Transportation Battalion departed Qui Nhon at ap-
proximately 0600 hours for Pleiku. The convoy consisted of 80 task ve-
hicles, 7 gun trucks, 8 gun jeeps and 3 quad fifties. Upon arrival in
An Khe, the convoy was joined by 3 APC' s and 1 tank from the security
force of the 173d Airborne Brigade. The additional security element was
dispersed toward the front of the convoy. At approximately 1000 hours,
the convoy had reached CP 102 (vic BR 253483). Since the convoy was
about to pass out of the area of operation (AD) of the 173d Airborne
Brigade the additional security element pulled out of the convoy and
stopped at CP 102. Approximately one mile vest of CP 102, the convoy
came under fire initially by mortars and followed by small arms and
autama tic weapons. The convoy personnel immediately returned heavy fire.
In addition, the 173d security element advanced from CP 102 and an ele-
ment from the 4th Div security element moved from the west to engage the
hostile force. Air strikes by F111A' s, F1 04 r s and gun ships were made.
Tvo US personnel were slightly injured. One five ton tractor and reefer
were damaged. Enemy KIA, WIA or unit designation are unknown. It is
estimated that the enemy force was of platoon size. Arter the road was
cleared by EOD, the convoy proceeded approximately 35 meters. Once
again, they received mortar fire. The convoy continued moving. No
damage or casualties resulted from the second incident. Air strikes
again vere made against the suspected ene~ position.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. BELLINO

Colonel, TC
Commanding

TEL: PT 786



CONVOY AMBUSH ON QL 19

1. PURPOSE: To review actions taken by convoy personnel of the
124th Transportation Battalion (Truck) when ambushed on QL 19 west or
An Khe on .31 Januar,- 1968.

2. BACKGROUND: Lt Wilson's convoy departed An Khe at 1430 hours
tor Pleiku. The convoy consisted of twenty-four 5 ton tractors 'With
trailers, two radio equipped gun jeeps, and three 2i ton gun truck~ fram
the 124th Transportation Batt.alion (Truck). An elelI8nt. of the 54th Trans-
portation Battalion (Truck) consisting of seven 5 ton cargo trucks, with
a 1ead 2! ton ~ truck and a trail radio equipped gun jeep located at the
rear of the convoy. Moreover, two quad 50 caliber gun trucks were attached
from "B" Battery 4/60 Artillery tor convoy security. The convoy consist-
ed ot: tour 5,000 gallon tankers; tWo cla~s II & IV loads; five class IV
loads; and e~ht class V loads. The seven trucks from the 54th Transpor-
tation Battalion (Truck) were loaded with Engineer IV.

3. AMBUSH: The incident occurred at 1520 hours, 31 January 1968, as
the middle of the convoy approached grid coordinated BR 252483 heading west.
The weather was partly cloudy but bright. Visibility was good. T~ terrain
at the ambU8h site, the base of the Mang Giang Pass, is cleared approximately
100 meters on each side of tm road and the grade is startin~ to increase
as the base o.f the J:8ss is reached. The lead e1e~nts ot the convoy were
st~rt.ing up the pass when mrtar rounds started hittin~ in close prorlmity
of the center of the column. The enemy was not adjaceDt to the road, but
WAS positioned halfway up the Ma~ GiaDg Pass and located within the woodline.
The lead elel18nts of the convoy and the convoy camIlarner had ~ssed t1n"Ough
the approximately 400 yard kill zone. Lt Wilson, the Convoy Commander, was
located at the .front o.f the convoy when the firing started. Upon hearing
the firing he iIlmediately tur~d around and proceeded back to make an estimate
of the situation and to facilitate movement of the convoy through the kill
zone~ After reaching the end of the kill zone, Lt Wilson turned around again
and started back toward the pass. He had traveled 50 meters when his jeep
received a direct hit by a mortar and burst into flames. The jeep then went
otf the road into a ditch and cont~d to burn. Lt Wilson ~S killed in-
stantly. SP4 Fowlke, the machim gum1er, was seriously injured am SP4
Brammer was slightly injured. The lead gun truck continued to escort the
head of the coltmn to the top o.f the Hang Giang Pass and then retur~d to
aid the remainder of the convoy throagh the kill zom. The gun truck posi-
tioned itself at the edge of the kill zone appr~tely 100 meters east
or the J8ss. To obtain a better field of fire and provide ma.xim1m1 coverage
to those vehicles remaining within the kill ZOI8, the second gun truck repo-
sitioned itself in proximity of the lead gun truck, a distance of approxi-
mate ly 50 D8ters apart. The rear gun truck proceeded up to wt. re Lt Wilson's
jeep was on tire, stoPJ:ed and ret~Md fire until instructed by the military
police to move forward. SP5 Jackson and SP4 Green sustaiMd slight injury
wYllie in the rear or tm gun truck.



The exact location ot the attached quad 50 gun trucks could not be
determined. Inter9'iew of drivers and supervisory personnel indicated that
the quad 50 gun trucks were positioned near the center of' the convoy. A-
vailable information indicates that the quad 50"9 continued through the kill
zone with only one returning fire.

The exact size and density of the enemy \U1it conducting the ambush is
not mown. The eneJ1J3' was positioned about halfway up the pass and used
autom.tic weapons, small arms £1re, and mortar rolmds against the convoy.

The 4th Infantry Division's Security Force-, 1/2 Cava11oy' Squadron clas-
sified this incident as a sporadic mortar attack instead or an ambush.

4. ACTIONS OF nlDIVIDUAL TRUCK DR~: The drivers reacted. to the
ambIlsh in an appropriate manner by keeping their v~hicles moving through
the kill zone. The gun trucks o,r the 124th Transportation Battalion (~ck),
vhich vere oilt of the kill zone when the firing started, returned to aid
the vehicles in the convoy- After escorting the head of the co1~ to the
top of '!kng Giang Pass to a relatively secured area, the lead gun truck
returned to aid the remainder of the convoy and poBi'tionGd itself' at the
edge of the kin zone approxinately' 100 meters east of the pass. To obtain
a better field of !"ire and provide ~'d.Imml coverage to those vehicles
rsnaj'l'li.ng within the kill zone, the second gun truck repositioned itsel.t' in
proximity of the lead gun truck, a distance of appr~te1y SO meter3 a
part. A third gun truck 1oca ted in the.;ear of the convoY' was stopped by-
the' security- force at CP 102. The driver, SPS Jackson, dismounted to see
what vas g(>ing on. At that time the rear gun jeep came up carrying 8GT Welch,
PFO TidveU and PFO Cansans.. PFC Tidwell informed the security force that
their ~yvY was being ambushed and needed their assistance 1Jmnediately'.
P.FC Tidwell promptly jumped into the gun truck and proceeded to the ambt'tsh
site. 815 Jackson, the regular driver, jumped into the back of the gIm ~ck
UlX>n reaching the location where Lt Wilson's jeep w.s burning, PIC Tidwell
stopped, c1iIlL~d into the oock of the ~ 'tr-.Ick and ass~ the position of
a Ira.chine gunner. The gun truck crew remained at the location directing fire
\mtil instructed by- the military" police to move. The emot location of the
attached quad SO gun trucks could not be determined. Interview of drivers
and supervisory' personnel indicated that the quad ;0 gun trucks were positionc,
near the center of the convoy. It is believed that the Quad ;0 gun tI-IlckB
continued through the kill zone with onJ.y one of them ret\noni.ng fire. roT
Sikes stated that one of the Quad 50's plssed him going up the pass and con-
tiJn1ed passiDg other vehicles within the co1~. SP4 Howell and SP4 Bush°n6,
both machine g1mners in the lead gun truck, which was proceeding do\m the
pasa to the edge of the kill zone, saw the q\1ad SO g\m trucks coming up the
p1.S8 together.

'). RO~ SECURITY FOR_Oi: When the ambush started there were two AR:;' s
and one tank in the imI;lediate area. Helicopter support 'WaS in the area
appronmately twenty minut~s later.

6. ~ENERAL CCw.!ENTS OIl ~ AJ.IBUS!!sThe enSIq' used ~" arms, au.



tomatie veapons, 6QJm aDd ~ morrors. Only one vehicle was daIlEged and
resulted from a. direct mortAr hit. The vehi~e was a jeep and was movi.ng
at tho time.

m2,Ui AREA AND I I.ES ~NSL ~?

Ut11izat1orl of mortA1'S in an ambush.1m,!:a..

. b. ~m~IO1i I This is the first situation where the en~ bas
used m.o~rs against a convoy .t1'OJD. this battalion. QlJick reaction is required
of" an individuals in detemining the type of attack and the limits of" the
kill Bone. When sma" arms fire is a=b1ned with a mortar attack the driver
must do more that return a heavy vol1me of fire. Personnel. must get out or
the kill sone, preferably, and/or obtain overhead oover. Air cover 8hould
be immediately available to locate the mrtar positions and then silence
these positions or request artillery support. It 1s highly desirable for
the aircra.rt to provide continuoUS overhead cover for the convoy and not
just be on can. The five or ten minutes lost waitiIIg .for the aircraft to
arrive otten ~ns the difference between a few casua1t1es or a large ~~
and minor or mjor damage to vehicles and equirment.

c. ~ESERVATIOHI Since an ambush is generan,. of limited duration,
drivers must be constant~ alert and capable or reacting instantly with a
heavy volume of effective tire when fired upon.. Simu1ta.neous~ the persomlel
must move quic1tl7 tlu-ough the kill zone and direat ~~~~ fire at the ~st
logical vantage points. '!'he convoy c=ma,nder ImlSt iDnediate'l1 identity ~
location, notify the road security foroes, request air and/or artillery su~w.
port and proceed to facilitate movmnent of his convoy through the kill sene.

y
"TRTTE Cf'~ ~

l-i., AIlBUTllNOT II
I l~T, 1'C



DEPARTMENT OF THE ABMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT

A.PO 96238

7 FebruarY' 1968AVCA ~r-TG

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

CODDnanding General
US Army Support CODDnand, Qui Nhon
APO 962.38

On 7 February 1968, an 8th Group convoy under the control of the
54th Transportation Battalion departed Qui Nhon at approximately 0630
hours for Pleiku. The convoy consisted of 67 task vehicles, 1 maint-
enance truck, 6 gun truCks and 4 gun jeeps. At approximately 1010 hours,
after passing CP 92 West (vic AR 985503), the convoy came under fire from
~ll arms and automatic fire from. the tree line south of the road. In
addition, two rockets were fired at the convoy from a mound halfway be-
t~en the road and the tree line. Convoy security personnel immediately
opened fire killing two NVA at the rocket position. The en6mY force be-
gan to move forward from the tree line but were driven back by the fire
power of convoy personnel. Gun truCks which cleared the kill zone, which
was estimated to be 200 meters, returned to fire upon enemy positions.
Within 15 minutes, 6-8 APC's and 2-3 tanks arrived at the scene and began
to engage the enemy. Four US personnel were slightly wounded. Enemy
casual ties were 6 KIA and 1 WIA. The force was estimated at between 50-
60 NVA. Unit designation is unknown. One 5 ton cargo vehicle hauling
Class V was hit with a rocket and was destroyed. A gas tank of another
5 ton cargo was damaged. Also, several vehicles, including two gun
trucks, received flat tires from enemy fire. Mines and satchel charges
were not used. Gun ships arrived within 15-20 minutes. No artillery
was used.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. RRT.T.TNO

Colonel, TC
CommRT1niT1g

PT 770/786



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRA.NSPORT)

A.PO 96238

14 Febrmry 1968AVCA. QN-TG-J

Synopsis of Convol IncidentSUBJECT:

Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
A.PO 96238

On 13 February 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy under the
control of the 124th Transportation Battalion departed An Khe, at approx-
imately 1325 hours, for a return trip west on QL 19 to Pleiku. The con-
voy consisted of 28 task vehicles, 1 maintenance vehicle, 2 gun jeeps, 3
gun truCks, and 3 quad fifties. At approximately 1500 hours, the convoy
was 200 meters east of the base of Mang Giang Pass (vic BR 237500) when
the front element was brought under fire from mortars and small arms fire.
Convoy personnel immediately returned fire in the direction of suspected
enemy positions. The convoy commander moved his convo7 through the area
while directing one of the attached (4/60 Arty) quad fifties accamp&n7-
ing the convoy to provide fire in the direction of the suspected enem7
mortar position (vic BT 232495). Tactical securi t7 forces fram the 173d
Airborne Brigade arrived wi thin 10 minutes. Air strikes were also con-
ducted against the suspected mortar position. Upon completion of the air
strikes, elements of the 173d Airborne made a sweep of the area. Their
were no US casual ties nor were their any vehicles damaged. Enemy casu-
al ties, size or unit designation are unknown. Appro%ima te17 7 mortar
rounds were fired against the convoy.

PT 786
/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE o. BELLINO

Colonel, TC

Commanding

"A TRUE COR" kU~) \~~M~~~
M. J~THNOT, II Y

, TC
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AmfY
HEA.~UARTERS , 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)

JPO 96238

J.VCA QN-TG-,3 6 March 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

C--ndi"'l Officer
US Arm7 Support C0mD8.nd, Qui Nhon
J.PO 962.38

On 4 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convo7, \mder the control of
the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Qui Nhon tor Pleiku on highway
19, at appron-tel,. 0600 hours. The convo,. cons1:5ted of 104 tat vehicles,
4 g1m jeeps and 8 g1m trucks. J. t appro:z1a tel,. 0900 hours, the convo,. was
held up at CP 89 b7 the tactical securit7 force due to en~ activity in
Hang Giang Pass. The convoY' -.s allowed to proceed at appron-tel,. 1130
hours escorted b7 1 tank and 2 APC's tr=. the 173rd Airborne Brigade. Ap-
proximatel,. 1145 hours in the vicinitY' ot BR 333461, the convoy came under
fire fr=. mortars and heavy _'1 arms and auta8tic weapons tire. Convoy
secvri t,. personnel immediate17 opened tire in the direction of the en8Jl1"
force which vas well entrenched in the tree line on the north side of the
road. Sporadic fire W8.8 also received tra-. the south side of the roa.d. Two
quad 50's traa the 4/60 Art77 which were traveling with the couv°.v' and one
f'roa the 27th Transportation Ba ttal1on convoy-, which was behind the 54th
convoy, fired upon the 8n8Jl1' pasi tions throughout the kill sone,. est1a ted
to be 500-1000 _ters long. J. reaction torce ot one tank, 4 !PC 's and 4
g1m ships arrived vi thin 5 8inutes. There were 8 convoY' personnel WIA,
two ot whcm. were .from the 4/60 Arty. One WIA died on 6 March 1968, .fr=.
the ~ received. Five "hicl.. and two trailers were d.-ged. ne
\m1t designation of' the ~ forc.~ which was estiated at 50 personnel,
18 \mknown. Enemy- casual ties are 1mknovn. The column reamed in place
on the h1gh~,. until 1430 hours at which t1:me, on orders ot the .u1tarY'
police, it was turned around to An !he.

I-I Joe O. Bellino
It I JOE O. BELLINO

Colonel, TC
C a-.nding

P'r 786/779TEL:







DEP J1mmlT OF THE AmI!
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GBOUP (MO'l'OR TRANSPORT)

!PO 96238

!VCA. QN-TG-.3 9 March 1968

SUBJECT : Synapsis of Ambush

CQD8.nding Off'icer
us Ar1lf3' Support C~~d, Qui :Nhon
.&.PO 96238

On 8 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convo,. 1mder the control of
the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Qui Nhon .for Pleiku on route
19 at approximatel,. 0600 hours. The convo,. consisted or 79 task vehicles,
4 gt.m jeeps and 5 gt.m trucks. At appro:rl-.tel,. 0830 hours, the third g1m
truck or the first serial was hit with a claymore mine (vic BR .335455)
damaging the front tires. The explosion vas followd bY' heavr am.ll arms
and autODll.tic .fire !'rom both sides of the road. The en8Jl1' .force of' unde-
termined size was 8tr1mg trom 1500-2000 meters 111 well f'ortified and plan-
ned posi tio1lS. Convo7 securi t1 perso11D8l immediatel,. opened rire. Three
quad 50's, from the 4160 Arty traveling with the convoy wre joined by a
company of' the 173rd JB Ue, which was in the immediate area, enca8ing the
en~. The company camm.nder of the 173rd unit was killed in the engage-
ment. The 8U8JD1' f'orce attempted to repel the :f]An1rlng action of' the tacti-
cal securitY' force but was driven back after 15 minutes or heaVY' contact.
One gun truck and one ta8k vehicle were d8J!1&ged. Two US personnel VIA
(one convo,. and one 17.3rd) and one US KIA (173rd) were reported. The con-
vo1 was allowed to proceed af'ter twentY'miJmtes dela,.. At appro:rlmatel,.
0915 hours, approximatelY' 2 kilometers vest of CP 102 (vic BR 257482), a
task vehicle in the .first serial hit a mine. The cab of the vehicle was
struck by ~'l arms rire, VQ1~niIlg the driver. This was rollowed b,. a
B40 rocket which ignited the ca:rgo (JP4)~ Sma'l arms, automtic weapons
fire and rockets were directed against the colU]ln. The convo,. seC\n-i t,.
element fired in the direction or 'the 8n8a1' posi tioUS' as the canTo,. an-
uevered aro1md the bmoning vehicle. Tactical ~eC11l"it.,. rorces from the
173rd and the 4th Division arr~V8d within S Idnutes and engaged the enemy-.
The enemy force or UDd.~d size established a kill zona or appro%!-
_tely 300-500 meters. The convo,. w.B hit with -Jl arms and automatic



J.VCA QN-TG-3
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

weapons and rockets. One US WIA., one vehicle damaged and one vehicle
destroyed resulted from the enemy- action. The total m.1DIber of enemy'
casuali ties for both sm.bushes has not been reported by the tactical
force. Number of enemy KIA/WIA b7 convoy personnel is \mkn0\lU.

It/ Joe o. Bellino
/s/ JOE O. 'RTlf.T.D1O

Colonel,. TC
Crnlllll8.ndiDg

Pr 786/779TEL:



DEPARnmlT OF THE AmfY
BEA.DQUARTERS , 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)

J.PO 962.'38

17 March 1968AVCA QN-TG-.3

SUBJECT : Synopsis of J:mbush

C~nding O.rficer
us Army Support C~nd, Qui Nhon
J.PO 96238

On 16 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoY', under the control of
the 124th Transportation Battalion, departed Dak To tor Pleiku on Route 14
at approximatelY' 1430 hours. The convoY' consisted ot 17 task vehicles, 1
gun jeep, 3 g1m trucks and 1 3/4 ton _intenance truck with M-60 mchine
g1m mounted. Military Police !'rom the 4th Inrantrr Division were escorting
the convoY'. At approximatelY' 1800 hours in the vicinitY' ot ZA 195689, the
rear element of the convoY' came under heaVY' SDm." arms and automatic wea-
pons tire. Convoy security personnel immediatelY' tired in the direction
ot suspected enemy positions and the cOnvay' moved rapidlY' out of the kill
zone, which was estimated as 100-150 meters in length. Tanks from the
tactical forces arrived within 3-5 minutes and gunships within 5-10 minutes.
The 3/4 ton _intenance veUcle was damaged. One soldier 8chine gunner
in the _intenance vehicle was KIA. The un1 t designation of the enemy'
force, wUch was estimated at platoon size, and number of enemy casualties
are unknown.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
It/ JOE O. BRT.T.TNQ

Colonel, TO
O0D8.Dding

Pr 786/779TEL:

JR.



23 March 1968
AVCA QN-TG-3

Synopsis or Convoy IncidentSUBJECT :

COmDImding Officer
US Army Support COJmDand, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 23 March 1968, a night shuttle convoy was proceeding west on highway #1
toward loading sites in aha Rang Valley. At approximately 0015 hours, the
convoy consisting of 5 task vehicles, 1 gun truck and 1 gun jeep, approached
ROK bridge (vic OR 002273). The convoy cammander, 1 LT Paul J. Stegmayer,
observed a pipe line fire in the vicinity of Tuy Phovc. Arter reporting
the same, 1LT Stegmayer proceeded with his column. As the convoy reached
the site of the fire, an explosion occurred on the north side of the road
near 1LT Stegmayer's jeep, followed ~ heavy small" arms and automatic wea-
pons fire. Although both 1LT Stegmayer and his driver received wounds from
flying glass and schrapnel, they were able to cross over the bridge at the
site of the pipe line fire. Due to the intense ensmy fire, only the jeep
and one task vehicle were able to clear the -kill zone". Despite great
personal danger, 1LT Stegmayer, braving a vi thering hail of bullets, cros-
sed back over the bridge on foot to take control of the drivers and inS1n-e
that they could clear the scene. MoV'iUg fr"am. vehicle to vehicle, 1LT
Stegmayer assured himself that all drivers were out of their vehicles and
had taken up positions to engage the enemy-. He crossed back to his jeep
to radio reports to Battalion and adjust illuminating artillery rounds.
With arrival of reaction force of 3 gun truCks, 1 gun jeep and a quad 50,
1LT Stegmayer again crossed over the bridge to direct fJA~ki~g fire into
suspected &n«mT positions. The en~ force estimated at 15 personnel,
broke contact and fled the area. Arl six vehicles in the convoy received
small arms and autouatic weapons fire. Four personnel were vouuded. In-
telligence re~orts indicated that the enemy-' s mission was to destroy the
dual bridges lrailroad and highway) at the site of the pipe line fire thus
cutting a vital link on the onlY' main highwY' between Qui Nhon and major
tactical forces to the north and west. With the arrival of the shuttle
convoY', the enemy, for reasons unknown, fired on the column. It has been
rec~nded that the enemy- maY' have mistaken the convoY' as a reaction



.,...

AVO! QN-TG-.3
SUBJECT: Synopsis ot Convoy Incident

f'orce investigating the pipe line f'ire. The action bY' 1LT StegDllyer e.nd
his men contributed to the f'ailure of the enemy to accomplish their mi5~ion
of' interdiction of' LOC' s to the north and vest..

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE O. 'RRT.T.TNO

Colonel, TC
Commanding

PT 786/779TEL:

. A TRUE roPY"
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DEPARTr'mNT OF THE A..~.1Y
HEADQUARTERS 1 FIELD FORCE VImNAJf. APO San Francisco 96350

AVFA-CG 23 Nov 61

SU"...JECT : Letter of' Commendation

THRU: Commanding General
1st Logistical Command
APO 96307

'1'0: C~~a.I!.ding General
Uni ted States Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

1. The United States Army Support Command, Qui Nhon has responded
to tactical requirements in Dak To and KOntum in a highly effective man-
ner during the period of intensified operations commencing in early
November. Although faced with the difficult task of responding to rapidly
changing support bases of our tactical forces, and with partial los s of
the Dak To ammunition supply point, your command has demonstrated re-
liabili ty, ~exi bili ty and uncommon responsiveness, exceeding even the
outstanding support you have rendered habit~ly.

2. The can-do attitude of the United States Army Support Command,
Qui Nhori.continues to be a salient factor in the successes enjoyed by I
FFORCRV tactical operations. I congratulate you and your officers ~~d
Den for this exenplary display of te~Tork, dedicated service and ~ssion
accorTlplish=nent.

/s/T.'l.D. Rosson
/tr.1.B. ROSSON

Lt Gen, U.c;P.
Comnanding

Copy Furnished:
CG, US~~T
CG, 4th In! Div

" A "1nTn;t ,.Onv".::'1..1 1:. " .,.",

v



DEPARTl-1ENT OF THE JIlMI
HEAlQUARTERS 4TH INFANTRY (IVY) DIVISION

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO San Francisco 96262

27 November 1967

Dear General McBride:

I would ~e to commend the elements of your command who reacted so
aggressive 1,. during the ambush on Highwa,. 19E on 24 November 1967.

Due to the rapid retm-n of fire by the soldiers in the convoy" which
fixed the enemy- in position, the effectiveness of the ambush was curtail-
ed, friendly" casualties were reduced, and the reaction force was able to
f'1ank and engage the en8JD1'. Also, the ~ed 2l- ton trucks in the con-
voy" provided rapid retm-n fire that afforded the convoy" covering fire
1mtil the reaction force could relieve the colUDm. Without this agges-
sive reaction on the part of the soldiers in the convoy", the casualties
1mdoubtedly" would have been DDlch higher and the effectiveness of the
reaction force would have been greatlY" reduced.

Please convey to the soldiers who participated in this action mr
commendation .for their outstanding conduct while under fire.

/s/ W.R. Peers
/t/ W.R. PEERS

Major General, USA
COmlE.~dj ng

Brigadier General George H. McBride, USA
US Army Support Comua~d , Qui Nhon
APO 96238



29 December 1967
AVDF-CG

Letter of AppreciationSUBJECT:

THRU: COmJIanni1ig General
Uni ted States Army Support Command
Qui Nhon, Republic or Vietnam
!PO San Francisco 96238

TO: Colonel Joe O. Bellino Jr.
Commanding Officer
8th Transportation Group, HHD
Uni ted States Army Support Command, Qui Nhon

APO San Francisco 96238

4. The fact that all organic vehicles, equipment and personnel of
an entire brigade were moved 75 mles overland \mder hazardous condi-
tions without a single serious incident attests to the abilities and

professionalism of your command.
5. Please pass on my'm.out sincere and hearty appreciation for a

job well done.

/s/ S.W. Koster
/t/ S.W. KOSTER

Maj or General, u. S. Army

Commanding

'-



D EP . ~ T': !z:!T 01;' THE 1'1'.' "(
OFFI~ o~ ':'lm C!iIEF OF CP'MLAI!:rf)

~-TASHI:!G'!'O:f D. C. 20315

26 Januarj 1968

Colonel Joe O. Be~1no
CO
8th Trans Gp
APO 96238

Dear Co1onel Be111no:

?lease accept my appreciation ~or mnking possible one of the high-
li~hts o~ my visit to Vietn~.. You can be justly proud o~ the beauti~u1
chapel which your I:len ~ashioned with their awn hands. It was a distinct
honor ~or me to participate in this dedication service.

Thank you again tor inviting me to participate in this memorable
occasion. May God continue to bless you and your men as you -carry out

your tremendously important sup-port responsibilities.

Sincerely~

), USA

Is/Father Sam
/t /FRANCIS L. SA.."'!PSON

Chapla.in (!.fajor General
Chief of Cha.plains

I cited the dedication ceremony ~o the G-l (DCSPER) conference as
a highlight o~ my Far East trip and a proof of morale.

"A TRUE COpy"



DEPART}!ENT OF THE Am1Y
HEADQUARTERS, US Am-cr SUPPORT COl-MAND, QUI NHON

!PO 96238

22 March 1968AVCA QN-CO

Colonel Joe O. Bellino Jr.
Commanding Officer
8th Transportation Group
!PO 96238

Dear Colonel Bellino I

I note with pleasure the attached letter of appreciation fram Colonel
TRAN-VAN-IOI, Director of Defense Transportation of RVNAF, Saigon, Vietnam.

It is gratifying to note that you are providing such excellent assistance
and technical advice to our Vietnamese counterparts.

I am confident you and the members of your command will continue to render
outstanding service.

Sincerel.,.,

/sl William. H. 0' CoDl1ell
It I WILLIAM H. O'CONNEIJ.

Colone17 Artillery
Co:mmanding



APO. ,3031, 7 March 1968

From: Colonel TBAN-VAN-XOI
DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION
OF RVNAF SAIGON

To: Colonel JOE O. BELLINO Jr.
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 8th
TRANSPORTATION GROUP IN VIEr-NAM
!PO. 96.238

Dear Colonel ~RT.T.TNO;

I have agr:-eat pleasure to express my sincere and \iarm thanks
to you for your assistance to our transpOrtation agencies and units
in the integration of our trucks to your motor convoy in the 2nd
tactical corps zone.

This technical system has helped us to move supplies adequately
and timely to our combat soldiers to meet their requirements.

I hope that you will provide us with the same assistance to
help us in the performance of our logistical transport support mission.

Sincerely,

/s/ Tran Van Xci
/t/ Colonel TRAN-VAN-IOI



DEPJ.lmt!ENT OF THE .AHMY
U.S. A.BMY TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL

OFFICE OF THE OO*ABDANT
FORT EUSTIS, VIRGINIA 23604

15 March 1968.!HB&- TS

SUBJE~ : Transportation Developments

TO~

EXTRACT * * . * * *'. * * * * *

1 . 8TH TR1NSPORTJ.TIaN GPSJUP (MaWR TRANSPORT) .AmmD .AND A.mroRED J.GJI1fST
AMBUSH. Colonel Joe Bellino, C~ndjng Officer or the 8th Transportation
Group, admits that he has fallen in love with the 8th Group because of
their outS+.Andjng abill ty to .successfu1l7 perform a logistical mission in
the face of almost constant 8D8JB1' harraS88Dt. In a recent lettar he ex-
plained that in World War II and in Korea, highwa7 transport 1mits on oc-
casion had operated over 8ined roads, received harrusing fire, been
attacked, and been ambuhed. But he said, Ramo convoys (in Vietnam) get
one form or anDther of it damn near ev8i"7 da7. n

The 8th Group operates as far north as Bong Son and as far west as
Pleiku. On a mission-type basis the trucks of the 8th Group move from
Pleiku and Qui Hhori to ~ To, and almost daily they wind their way to ROK
un! ts in Song Cau.

J. varlet.,. of roadbeds bear the tire m.rks of the 8th I B trucks, tram
Qui Nhon and Bou'te 19 to An (he. An (he Pass is a series of hairpin t.:nons
extending 8 kil08ters up a mo1m.tainous slope. West of J.n Khe 18 Hang
Giang Pass-4 tortlIrolli:. kilometers of cl1:mbiDg road'Wa7.

The area tbr1.>ugh vh!c"I1 the 8th Group operates is hearlly infested
vith enemy snipers and mines, and ambush is an ever-present threat. Colonel
Be]"'-no anal,-zed the pattern of ambush and thoroughly indoctrinated his
troops in proced\n"es to 1Irf ""'Ift; ze the effects of an lm8xpected attack of the
moving convoy.

An ambush ]E.,. occur at an,. time d'm-ing the da,., but late afternoon
aDd evening hours are most dangerous. J. cover or darkness a:rtords the
~~ his best opport1mit,- to strike aDd to escape ret.8J.iation. The am-
bush is quick, well-planned, and difticult to cOlmter. It occurs in a
sparsel,. populated area in which there is heaVY' toliage. Genera117, the
site selected is in an &rea where the convo~ passes over a rise into a



bend in the road. The rise hides the action £ram following trucks. The
ambush is of short duration; it is triggered by a command-detonated mine
which ~ stop a vehicle, block the road, and permit heavy autama tic wea-
pons fire to bear upon the vehicles following as they push into the kill
zone. Usually the enemy will wi thdrav wi thin 10 minutes, since area re-
action forces are quick to respond to calls for help.

When an ambush is encountered, actions are specific and immediate.
Control vehicles notify security elements by radio, and reaction forces are
swiftly dispatched. Vehicles in the convoy move forward as quickly as
possible to escape the kill zone--£ast movement reduces the chance o£ a
kill. I£ the convoy comes to a halt, personnel dismount and return maxi-
mum £ire. The shoulders o£ the road may be mined, and personnel must move
cautiously. Beauxi ty vehicles bring a heavy volume o£ £ire on the enemy.
This action £aci1i tates the rapid passage of task vehicles through the kill
zone.

Hardened vehicles provide convoy seauri ty. A gun j eep--equipped with
radio, ~179 grenade launcher, and M60 machinegun on a pedestal mount--is a
prfme security vehicle. However, the current ratio of i-ton trucks to
task vehicles makes it difficult to employ the gun jeeps on the preferred
basis of one for every ten task vehicles and leads to the recommendation
that each truck company have seven i-ton trucks authorized.

The 8th also employs the hardened *-ton truck (gun truck)-the cab
and cargo bed sides are covered with armorplate, and the floor of cab and
cargo bed is sandbagged. The driver and crew are thus protected from wea-
pons fire and mines. The gun truck is manned ~ a driver, assistant
driver, and two gunners.

The 8th is modifying other motor transport equipment to give added
protection against ambush tactics and tor convoy securi t7. The multiple
caliber 50 achinegun (Quad 50's) on the 2t-ton truck body is an innovation.
This weapon has proven successful when emplofed in tactical convoys. For-
mal weapons training to permit employment has been completed, and moditi-
cation ot the gun mounts is now underwa7. A shortcoming in the use ot this
weapon is that the threeman crew and the 2t-ton truck Jm.1St come !'rom local
resources. The 5-ton tractor also bas been worked on to give ita degree
of" protection on the f"loor and cab Bides. The major problem area in this
vehicle is that the modif"~cation causes a heat increase inside the cab and
reduces visibility through the side windows.

Convoy security is in direct proportion to the risk involved. Any
afterdark operation outside of Qui Nhon, north of Bong Son, or beyond An
Khe is extremely hazardous. Ie.ylight operations from Qui Nhon to An Khe
and Bong Son are somswhat less hazardous. The Hardened Convoy Concept is
designed for operations in areas considered most hazardous. Convoys
normally move in three to five march units of 10 task vehicles each.
March un1 ts have a gun truck in the lead and a i-ton gun jeep for control



at. the rear of the unit. When required, the 2~-ton truck on which are
mounted the Quad 50 t s will be in the center of each march unit to give
fire support to all vehicles.

Operational problems determine the time interval between march un1 ts.
As equipment becomes available, an additional gun jeep will be em~loyed at
every interval between march units to prevent the enemy from using this
time gap to his advantage. A reconnaissance vehicle will also be us~d ir.
advance of the conv07 in the most hazardous areas. Ke7 vehicles used in
convoys are equipped with radios, and although communications are a pro-
blem, the 8th can communicate within its areas of operations. U.S. Arm7
aircraft are used for convo7 cover and do mon! tor the group's radio
frequency.

Colonel Bellino has alreadY' firmed up his thinking on some things
that must be done to perm! t a truCk group to perform at peak efficiencY'
in a war such as the one in Vietnam. He recommends that each truCk com-
~Y' have a mi~imum of seven i-ton trucks authorized. Since hardened
2t-ton trucks are used in medium truCk units for securitY' purposes, five
such trucks should be issued to each medium company. This vehicle, hoy-
ever, is an interim measure until the V-100 C~do Armored Car, a
superior vehicle for convoy securitY', can be furnished.

The ambush instructions upon which the 8th Transportation Group
(Motor Transport) driver relies are briefly 8tated:

Before Ambuah--Be alert for changes in familiar scenes along the route

Expect ambush upon detonation of mines, automatic wea-
pons fire, heavy sniper fire.

During Ambush--Radio securit7 torce--Contactl Contact! Contact I

Continue moving-aintain interval.

Follow in tracks of ~ehiole ahead to prevent fmother
detonation of road mines.

If disabled, steer off road--permi t passage of others--
dis:mO1mt-mount passing vehicle.

AYOid entering kill zone--provide flanking support
fire into kill zone.

Remember that g\m trucks provide maTi1mml base of fire--
fight as a teamJ deploy upon command.

Remember prime targets-enemy- automatic weapons
po.i tiona, 8n8m1 ~tarB, rocket positions, assaul-
ting gr~d forces.

~



~er imbush--Protect and care for wounded personnel; evacuate them
J.S1P.

Reopen roadways--assure roadways are mine free.

Contact :DJD to remove mines.

Provide flank secur1 ty .

When contact 1s broken, do not give chase.

StaY' alert tor CO'Imterattack.

Remember details.

Colonel Bellino's statement that 1IWhat we are doing here is unique in
Transportation Corps biato~" is reintorced by the remarks of General
Westmoreland about "the outst"ndi"l job done b7 the transportation truckers
who kept supplies coming so that the aombat troops (at Dak To) could keep
pressure on the 8n8m77ft and b7 the remarks ot" the ex-tanker c~nder,
General Abrams, Deputy to General Westmoreland, who said "The 8th Group
truckers who were ambushed near PleiG on 24 November 1967 were a bunch
of fruatrated tankers."--No higher compliment could be paid another soldier
by an ex- tanker c~d8r than that.

/s/ W.N. Redling
/t/ W.N. REnLING

Maj or General, USA.
CODDandRnt
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JMPACT OF El~ ACTIQ\TS

The PUI?Ose of this ne.'=t chart is t.t-iC. x.oldt

A. It will sumw~~ze t~e extent cf o~ lasses.

rihcre/,':her-!wl1j'tre .?l'e tr'..~ns these losses.B. It w".&.ll ~t:. '.'?Y"

On 2 Se!)te!l1ber 1967, eneDIY' forces initiated an effort to stop or reduce

SUppl1.es moving iilto the Central Hi~h1anC.s via ~ 19.

His 1niti~.l atte~t Wf'.S d1rer:ted at an 8th Trans Group convo7 returnin~

from Plei1::u. ','.'he am~ush th3t occurred e.t 1855 ilOtTS, 2 Se,tember 1961, ws

eo great st:ccess for "Charlie". It was e. ,.1811 planned, well executed aD1.bush

in generclly the Saine e.rea w:...ere the French Hobilo ('rroup 100 ~ decimated

sbort17 e-?ter the fall ot Di~n Bien Phu.

Since that time 2. total of' 35' &T1bushes l~ve been at'iofempted against convoys

on QL 19 am QL 14 N. (26 - 6th T Gp; 6 - "Charlie" thou~t was 8~ T Gp1

and 3 - 24Oth f:)Jt1: :8n Pet).

Although the 8th T:-anB f1roup hCos been S11.C;~e8stt~ i~ retaliati~ ~ainst

hostile forces es a result of the devel~ent and ernpQoyment of certain

techniques anC. eq'J.i::.:ment" I do not belie~ th~"t Bt'.ccess can be ~asured

by tlld.ll ratio" aJ.one, considering the fs.ct that 30D18 of the adushos

were poorly planned, poorly tjJned and poorly e:.."Sc,.,.ted by inexperienced

The reS"~ts of the ':'.roup's efforts might be termed lucky am cocldpeople.

The real success or failure ofaccount for tho S1,'.ccess in retalle.tion.

the hostile e.ctions ~~a.inst convo;rs must be con3irJ.cred in the light ot

impact on our prime.ry mission.



:l:-:VQ occurred in 8thBecause of the enemy r-ctivi ty suVG~.l m.:.jc,r ch::.n~;.e:J

Transportction Group or>erD.tions.

Tcctwt".1 cOIIm.".ndars rec:uccd till, ~erc.tL~~ ho~~ro on the roads.

8th Group dLJ~dc~tec. o.ppro::3~te~ 10% of tho t ak reso'..xcus (~n

end equipment) tc convoy security.

In addition to the 36 ambushes, tharo have been a to~ of 187 other inci-

dents i.e. 65 mining incidents; 65 sniper incidents; 18 brie.ges blOim cnd

39 other incidents e.g. ro:r. closures clUG :~c unemy .'ctivity, m~rtar ~tt~cksJ

etc.

~ those incidents Mve eccounted for ~ totcl of 38 US KI/~ (33 - 8th T Gp)..

(178 - 8th T Gp) vs 104 NVll./VC lcr.:.'a. (87 - 8th T Gp), 10 NVll./VC ~IIA203 US tlIiJ

(8 - 8th T Gp) md .5 NVt,,/VC ~.!

'!he number of veldcles thD.t h:J.Ve been c1£'.mr-gec. or d£stroyed hc~s ooen II total

of 287 (23.3 - 8th T Gp).

The losses of men md equipnmt of the 8th Tr~s Group to security roquire-

menta J c.nsucl ties ~. be.ttla losses suBpl'oSS\3S tOO ce.p~bl11 ties of two truck

campMies.

hh act~.on tlw-t the en°nv" t::-k~s1n his c.ttempts to inte~..ic.t tIE LOC's outs

the operc. ting time further from minutds" to hous" to closure for the dny.

This results in loe.~d v&'1icles uncl>le to rer.ch the ccns~l7n8e or empty

vehicles unabJ.e to return for loads.

These incidents h~e direct~ r~sult~d in the RON o£ more th~n 6,275 vehicles

which represents ~ to~~ ot more thcn 52,015 Si~ort tons ~~t h.~VQ not been

moved fonr::.:rr..



The tonn~o lost duo to 8~curity, ccsu~ties, ~:ttl3 losses, c.-xgo

losses" s:10rtenad o:)e~ting hours" more frCCl,ucnt '.~ri's fran t". multitude

of" rol~tod i tams" ic: ~e.~rly i.1t:1CS .:0:;. ble to c CIiTtJUte ..

1..g2.1nst Do VO~ c!et.~rI:'j.nec. e!1C:'!rry', t.s histo~- r.D.B proven him to be, the

security that tho convoy c.."n proVide is not c.c!oquc.to, nor c.':'.n it be

moos ~de(luate wi thin the r~sO'.l%'Ces of the 8th Tr~orW.tion Gro\lp-

Lasting security for tr.~nsFcrt~tion must bo in th~ form of specicl ccmbined

orms teru11S orgMizec'. md trc:'.iJ."'1ed to .~ccom~ ~m ,rotect convoys through

insecure ~.reas.





8TR TI'.JJ:TS?t:tT.'..TIQ1 GROT]? (l-iCTOJ? Tr..:.l~t,=;?mT)

::::::::::JafBUSH::::::::::

Those mnbusb instructions 1~".Je been (~.v~lQ":'e;" ~~m lessons le~ed in l!1etr.am
by the 8th ~r~s,ort~ticn Gr-:up (~.~otor Tr~::.crl). :fo-:;.r missicn cnc: ~.lr life
~ cepend upon bo11f ~'rell 3'V'.'. 1...::'.r~ ti:eso lesscns.

1. ~ -: JT'.J..Pa.! W..;[.DY TO FIRE.

2. m l,LIJ;;lT fm CZ1~.TGj;S Iii FrJ.J:tL"£. S~.;i~S . . :rG ..., I'W""i'T"[..I,\.!:.'i - :~V'JJ.:':J.

3. ~ T~ U ' y.,r.;:
J '."'~T

u.;;.'.. _VU::. .. a.:...VJ:. 8 RETmL-T .~ »'JJiJI'~.".LY.

4. NOm"Y SEC'G::::!'i'Y FC~":'.CI~ BY ~IC C!J,L..ccr,;T:.~.m' C"~J'l'.i'..CT CO!:JTJ.CT

58 CO1?l'Th1ij:; i.i'. VING, H.t.mr./~mTr; JJ.!J.'K!.V!.L ~ 'P()..q.~:IBL.~

6. TR,A.C!~ V?:;RICW !.1iE.".D TO ~"W:;T rnt~~-;n T1::':'TOl-TLTIW OF ~::1Jrs.

7. DGT'T ElTTER m.L~01'~ IF ross~.

8. ~ DISfY..L":ED !.l-:D CC~'! IS MCVI:"i"G ~~OU(!E :n.r.-zQTE,,-MOm:rT A PASSL-~
VE1JiCLE.

9. mOVIDE ~Tral\f~ SU?~Om' m~ MO E..~Z ~m

Gmf TRUCI~ ~P!.Y J.~Dro};l BASE OF ~.I'J!'.EJ
UP(!o! C~;1.I'J1J).

FI~ 5 f. 'fErJoI, DEPLOY

l'f'~L~ T.ARGETS 1~ t ~i 1« !~mCl'~~TIC ~'::='\':::'a:TS ;?'C.'.)!'l'I('!TS"
ncc~T :?OSITla-;.:; lJrJ ASS1.lJLTn~(1 f1."'l.OU:-.m 'l'!i.ro::"S.

T'.~ !o,:"rmITI.."
::;",.I:4'l.A. j."-\.'I1o.A._.J..

"8l'I:.l a,: Tr-m.' ~~. SURFACE.

REmIBER DETAILS.



1.
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7.

9.
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Hwy 19 SOP for Lo~istical and. SectL-ity ElementsSUBJECT:

11 J'uly 1968SEE DISTRIBOTlr~T

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is to provide instructions to units
utilizin g and securiilg Hwy 19 from QUI m~CN to PLEIKU.

D1).ty v.ni!'orm.a.
Steel helmet.b.

Fr2.gJnentation jacket.c.
RE9FONSIBILITTLS I4.

Highway 19 Coordinator:a.
Coordinate all movement t!.nc:. aeccrity on ~1Y 19.

(2) -::.esolve any e.reas of conflict betireen securitY' forces and

units using tho hif;;hti"'-Y'e

(3) Cond.uct a monthly coordin~J~ion meet.ing ,nth represente.tivesof. all e1cments concerned with Hwy 19. "

(4) Prepare directives, as necess~, fo.~ the utilization and

security of HW'.r 19.
Moti£y security and loqistic~ eJ_e~nts of problem areas.

Security El~ents:b.
Provide security tor Hw-f 19 in AC.

(1)

C~ccll=-tion 0"1: protecti vc m~ldng can
""
ot " e .' ..'- e-" i ,""./"' ~... .1.'.':- :,-~... :.' \..-'-' I.' -- ,:.I;;~:' ;..\1 ".;.~ :.. -,-;:; .

DFFIC/~C- V..{t'=- <'.),I-./L YFor<

from QUI iniON to PLEIK'J.
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. (2) Prepr.re and m."'intcin conti."'.gCl1C~r ?lrns f.or.b~ic '~bush rc~cticn
end night ccmvoy opor.,tions witl1in AC.

(3) &intain NCS on too convoy Caltrol net over t.Thich convoys may re-

quast tootic~.l ~ssist.':'.nco.

(4) Insurc th:'.t crovoy conmr.noors entering the AD Dxa fully cognizmt
or ror.d s1t~t1an (stross points, by-p~s,~~s, .-nd constrt~ctian).

(5) Ass'tmG operc.tional control o~' rJLl canvqys, combat support, combat
service suyport l"'nd r:ny other F"WJAF entering M:-ignod 1:.0.

(6) Coordiuc.te pL~M rod instructions pert::-j.nL'lg to Hwy 19 with the I
FFO~EV Hwy 19 Coordin~tor, Milit."1'Y PoliCG ~d c.l1 units utilizing Hwy 19.

Uni ts using the hie,:hwcy:c.
(1) In~ure thr-ot contingoncy plQns r:rc m."'j.nt.:ined for convoy securityt".nd night convoy ope" r-otions. '

(2) Instruct ~~d Gquip CalVOY personnel in I:'.ccord.~ce with the in-

structions cont~ed in thj.s SOP ~d I FFO~;';;V Rag .5.5-4.

(3) Insuro th,t convoy c~.nc'i.ers coordiL"1C.to "'t-7ith the nppropric.te
t.'lcticcl cODlllrnder upon entering ec.ch ]",0 (by entering th~ convoy control net)

cnd comply with instructions.

(4) Brief a1.l C alvoy personnel 0j,'1 ?roper spo'.Jd, interv~, ~ ~bus~

re~tion prior to dopcrt'ln-c of convoy from 51'.

(5) InsurG that sufficient r.~dios, control vobic1os.~ personnel
eccomp..~y 8t;'.ch convoy to mt'.in~ CalVOY' disciplinv.

Assist in prohibiting tho ost':'.bli~tmlent of str.rting timo pD.tter~.
(6)

Insura ~~t personnel police mc.rsh.~l1ing ~nd rost ~rans.
(1)
(8) Enforce post~d speed limit or reduco spoed. commcnsur~tc with

e:Jd.sting ro.~.d, worthcr c-nd tr~:i..1"ic conditions.

(9) Prcp~c ~ aftor-~ction report of ~ ~shes ~)volving
convoys" furnishing the Hightore.y 19 Coordim tor with cno copy.

Mill t!'.T'.T Police:d.
(1) Enforce posted specd limit or r\)duc~ spc~1ds COrmtlansur~ta with

existing r~~d, we~ther ~d trnffic conditions.

2

tJlVLv ~.E' ¥
T () I:< OFF I( fA L
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For< OFFILl A L JoSE. 01'1(... T
(3) Cito individuals who fail .oliO comply ':-rith thc prov:!.~ions of

I FFORCEV Reg 55-4.
(l~) Provide traffic control ~t defiles, cor~csted areas, one-way

bridges rod sites '!ihere i~c:idc-.1ts ht'.'I.-e occ1Jrrec" c.s requested by -t2.ctic 4

COIlinander4

Convoy ComIll-t!.ndGr:e.

(3)
tactical AC.

(4) Be responsible for the cor~.uct end ar:Jearance of ell perso~,el

in the convoy.
(5) Insure that all road, tactice.1, emorgGncy and mdicM evac~tio:n

frequencies are current and available to all control e1eloonts }d thin the

convoy.

(6)
(7) Comply with instr.lctions received from the tactic2.l cOIJlllandere.long the-route. - -

S1'ECIAL ll~S;fR.UCTIONS:-- -s.
See IF~~ Reg 5,-4, para 7 ~

a.
AnnexA.l!ight convoy movements:b.

CO!!)111and 2.nd control:c.
(1.)

each convoy.

y() /'/ LU..5EI C /4 L.1'1 .c-.t::"1:'/ n...

fire and Llining i~cj.den"ts.

~'- J.'.~:) \J\..'1

:3
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to assist disablod vcm.clcs. rzThc:n :'1t'.i-,::;:;'C'~.nce el(;;:](;~ts fr':'.l out, it will
be replaced with another control veldcle. Roports are not rcquired tram

mainten2nce vehicles which h~ve fallcn Ollt to assist vehicles.

(4) When thG op("..,ret~.ona1 situr.tiorJ. :Jennits, 3enior drivers will
be assigned to o:-,erate convoy vel1icles ~nd 2.ssist~:lt drivers will act 2.B

IIshotgt1.nners".

Interncl security:d.
(1) The floors of all vehicles will h~~~ s~ndbag protection for

personnel against mines. Cargo trucks carrying troops will haw sandbags

in the cargo bed..
'For night(2) Daytime vehicular intervaJ. wil1 be 100 meters.

intervDls see Annex A).
(3) A vehicular intcrvcl. of not less than 25 mcters 'rdll be maint-

ained wl1en the colunm is heJ. too 2.t control poj.nts.

(4) Speed ~V be determinod b:r the convoy co!!lnancler }:.,ut 'will not
e.xceed 2.5 :nph on higml~.ys nnd 1.5 mph in cities, tOtms or vi1l~gt'S. A fICo.tcq

UP" speed of 30 mph is a~~horizod.

Recovery operations:e.
(1) Each convoy should have the follordng l"cpair and recovery

vehicles as a minim\11ll.:

(a) One (1) wrecker.
(b) -one (1) maintenance trtlcl< equipped with tires, tools, cnd

minim1.nll spare pats.

Tmi'-bars as available.(c)
(2) Reco~ry 'of disabled vehicles ~~ be ~camplished as

expeditiously as pcssible.

(4) Prior to leaving a disabled vehiclc nt a locc.tion along thc
route, insurc thet tile load is secured (h2s not shi.fted).

Reaction to mbush, mines" snipt3rt.
(1) Amoushes:

(0.) All vehicles which arc bcyond thE) "1d.1l zone" tWl continue

moving ta-rrard th£;ir ~estine.tion.

IOHl.(,.,J < r::-- J-r;tiyjI- t... , I/{'LOFFIc.
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MininB Incidents:(2)
(c.) If n mine disc.bJ.cs .". vohicla" tho convoy coI:m1.':'.nder must

dCj"oormine w~'lother to procoed .':'.round the vohiclo or ht'!.1t tho COIIVC~'. liormc.ll7
t. convoy shoUld not hclt unless the ro~d is blockvd or t~re is evicWnco of

more mines.

(3) SnipGr firo:

(b) Tho convoy cOllU11..".Ildcr will r'.tt0mpt tc. c.ctcrminc the 10-
c::'.tion of th1:3 fir<3 ~d report it to tho t.".ctic-l fcrces scouring thllt portion

of thlJ rout;.).

H lts Gnrouto:g.

(2) \r.Jhen h.~t.3d, l'Jl vohicles will !)\.~.ll to tl1e f:.r right sidC3 of
thG roc.d, rcmrining on tho paved surfl'.ce, so tJ.5 to rllow tr.:\ffic to p ss

unrostrictod.
(3) Trl\ffic guiclcs will bu pcs"iled r. t the front l'm rau cf e~h

cclumn t~ fccili~to tho mcvemcnt or tr~ffic~

s
1...,."
I'Or/LL,1/:1Foi2. r::: 16(J !L



~

. I-OA OFF/C//JL U S'~ O.,,\/L 'r
. (4) Convoy personnel will st&.y in claBo ~roximi ty to their vehicles

for control ~-poscs and ,.~ wear the steel hel~et, fragment~tion j~ckot
and carry their weapons.

(5) Security pcrsonnel frill not le~.vc ti:.&ir verJ.icles but w'.Jl
continue to mc.n their autciuatic wc~::>ons and provide security for the h~ted

column.
(6) Indigcnous personnel ~r vchicles 1ii11 not be allowed to

congregate ~otmd milit2.r'!J vehiclcs or congest the lrl..I;1nvay.

(7) vlhen en~ action forces a hilt, ~nd the terrain peru~ts,
maintain an interv~~ of 100 meters.

6. ~IISCEll.."-i:.mOUS :

Convoy personnel will not fire their wct'.,ons \1it1ess under attack.
3..

Rounds will Dot be chambered unless att~ck is imminent.b.
c. ConvoY' clel'XMce arid movement nUlnbors t'~l be obtained in accordmce

with :F:::'V Reg ,,-4, para 6.
d. Tacticnl ~nd logistical elements 1~ inform the Eig1n~ay 19 Coordi-

nator (Al{ I{BE 2173/2010/2167) of all dewlopuents ~ertaining to o~2.tions

on Hwy 19.
e. Ve:rlcles unable to mcintain rate of DI-a:!'ch will fallout of the

column and remein with the trail party.

~~~:7.
I Field Force Vietnam Regulation ,,-4.a.
A::..mex A - l-Tight Convoy SOP.b.

c. S,ociel instructions, Highwar 19 Convoy Sect~ity ~nd Control (U),

dated 2, Mrrch 1968.

PUR THE cO}.n'!M'"D~:

Incll
Ann~ A

Isl Art:"l\1r B. Busbey Jr.
It I 'ttTJ-.:u? B. :;3USBEY JR.

Colonel, ..\00
ActJutant GeneralDISTRIBUTION :

l-Ca.mOKFV FC
15-00, 4th Inf' Div

3-CG, CAP ROK In! Di v
10-CG, 113d Abn Bde
lo..cG" USl;.SC, ~ NHOO

If A TR1JE COrTI.
,'- /". { ( II ~

; . '" . .
U.;~ ~lff..t._,!J) .{ £. ~

~-'iY'~TT" D CT~JJ,:,;'.;...':J:J . ,,:!.IJ:I
v_~o'" .rcJ.':"--.j .."

t:,),1\ I L YtJ.5£DI-"""PI( IAL 6.J~oA



/4L ur;£
.

0/\/ L T'/--t) ~
(Cant)

FtC
DISTRIBUTION:

2-004 n Corps
25-00; 8th Trans Gp (r1T)
15-00" 16th l'iJP Gp
10-C0" 35th E~t'J'T Gp
10-00, 937th Engr Gp
1-3enior Advisor, n ALC
l-SR I FFORCEV 10 TO CGffi.OKFV
l-SR I FFffiCEV 10 TO CAP ROK In£ Div
2-I FFORCEV aen/sp Staff
1-CofS
2-G2

36-G3
2-04
2-Engr
2-Rof
1-3ig
1-FSCE

10-I FFORCEV Arty
5-41st ArtY' Gp
,-52d Arty Gp

2,-Hwy 19 Coordinlltor

7

y",' L
..I ..)

,

v
- cr- i'I V"r (.,.,' ,

-'c t;r,.!..;.. I /-I ~ .
Vt ~{~



F,,'r.:. ~ Q F F IC /,L: '- J 5t- 01'.'/'- Y

~~~_:.f~~ ~~~~i~~ o~l"\g~~~~.9E-!!!ghw~y 19 D~g the Rours 0.:. Dar!mes~

1. PURPOS~: The pur?Ose of this Annex is to prescribe g1~delines in tho
planninG ~d movement of criticcl su?plies, 0:; tr-.lcl.: convO".r on Hwy 19, from
stocltage . are~s tc fc~i8l.d sUP!J1y arG3S d1~ine the hours of dDr~ess.

GEl.'fjJ;p_fIJ.. :2.
a. The senior t~ctici1 c~dcr in tha AO ~s operational control of

elements concerned i~th night convoy operations and. is r6sponsiblc for
accomplis~~~nt of mission.

b. lITic;ht su~ly convoys will nc-t e:=c~ecl thirt;r s~ly vehicles. Assis-
tant convo~ commanders will be aBsizned to 0~ch convov and assistant drivers. ~ ~

~d1l be utilized for each supplY' vehicle.

c. Conv-oys rrlll be formed with tacticjl escort vehicles at the initial
marshallincr aren. Friendly £!mbushes &':I.nc1. strong-l:>Oints will be estD.blished
along the rot.tte ~Jrior to movement of convoy.

d. Security elements will make m~~um use of Starlight Scopes, Ground
Survei11~~ce Radzr, Zenon Searchli7hts, and hclicopter gunships.

Air c~p (Spooky) rdll overfly convr.J'j" wee.ther permitting.e.
1'. Artillery fire will be placed on luely' 3lnbush sites along convoy

route. Where artillery fire caIUlot be employed" tc.ctical escort vel1.idles
and strong-points will conduct recon by fire into lL~cly ambush sites.

g. Prior to movcment of convo7 all lights ~-11 be oper~tioni1 on
tacticil end logistical vehicles. ThG decision to use head2i~hts, blackout
lights, or e camhinetion will be made by the t~ctic~ co~der on the

gro1.md.

RESPaolS IaILITm :3.

Coordin~tor, Highway 19a.
Advise, assist and ccordin~.te scc\~ity and logistical elements.

Monitor preparations eJld plaill"1ing end repcrt status to Counnander,(2)
IFFV.

(3) Ccnd.uct a coordination meeting ?rior to night c cnvoy movement

to finalize :">lons.
(4) Prepare after-action report upon cOMpletion of eech night move-

ment and. disseminl'.JGG to nppropriate a[l:encies.

Sccuri ty Elements:b.
Incree.SG ambush and patrol ~ctiVity af,j~ent to route.

C~cell~ti'::'!1 of. protective !!1c~l{:i.n~ c~.n
~('~:' ':;0 ~..-:.':"c;~ ":'72 :'"_50:' ". t : his t:..:-;:e,

,c-Or:? ?~~';.t'
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(2) ProYido ~:Unum strcng-poin'GS on route, ccnsistent with ability

to provide convoy cscort.

(3) Provide' tacticcl whicle csccrt tor convoy in AO. 'mere route
traverses two or more major unit AO's relief ~f t~ctical escort vehicles
will be tJ.ccomplisood at firebase nearest ..\0 bo1.1ndr-J".

Prior ~o darkness conduct APD survcillCJ1ce of rou~e

. (5) Utilize artillery firo and tactic~ Vt:hicle recon by .fire on
lilcely L'lld suspected ambush siws along the route.

Weather permitting" request air cap (Spooq) over route.(6)
Review and update counter-mortar and ~illery blocking fire(7)

plans

(8) Inauro EOD and engineor md.ne-swceping p~rsonn6l accompany
tactical oscort vehicles.

Insure that a reaction force is o.V'ille.ble for i1IB1lediate respon~.(9)
(10) CoordinD.te with military police for defile contrcl ~ necos-

scry liaison tdth nc.tionD.l police.

Logisticcl 'Elements:c.
Provide trained, armcd ~ssist~t drivers for each supply

vehicle.

(2) '1'0 preclude mainten~ncc problems ~~d shifting of loE!.c.s, inSUl"e
that all supply vehicles are in excellent condition QIld that clU"goes are

properly secured to the vehivle.

(3) Insure that gun-trucks ~ve radio communication with the convqy
commander and operate on the tecticil c~~nd fre~oncy.

(4) Insure th~.t trail pe.rties hc..ve sufficient perscnnel, equipmcntand vehicles to tow disabled vehicles to ner-rest stron~-point. ' .

(5) Convoy will not l~t for maintennnce of vehicles. Disabled
vehicles will be towed iDm1odi~telY' to net'.rest strong-point for recovery
during'dq"light hours.

(6) Prior to movement brief all personnel on convoy o~Tations,
visual signels, correct interval (50 meters \ihen moving, 25 meters when

halted), tlnd emergency actions.

(7) Insure that all personnel ~vo propGr equipnent to include
protectivc mask, fll'.k jl'.ckct, weapon, C\i"1lll0, t'.Ild steol holmet.

2
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATIQIS) to Ste.nding QrJerating Procedures

1. PURPOS!: To provide guidance for ~~rampt, secure and efficient
accoijiprrSFnent of' the motor tre.:1sport :It!.ssions assigned to the 8th
Transportation Group (tiotor Transport) .

2. SCOPE: Applicable to all motor transport end transportation
service units att.ached to the 8th Transportation Group and such
elanetits that might be placed under the operationeJ. control of the
Group.

GEI'1ERAL :3.
a. The guidance contained in this annex will apply in most si t-

uations. In t.l1ose areas where a different or 1musua.1 situation is
encountered, sUbordinate units are ezpected to exercise initiative and
s~ judgement in selecting a course of action thC'.t will insure ms-
sion accomplishment.

b. The prima~ mission of the 8th Transportation Group is the
line haul of general and specialized cargo from th~ \;ui NhOil £>ort
and Depot Ccmplex to designated foni'.:'ro s~ort or depot ore.l3.
SecondBr'J- missions include local. ha1.u within the port and dep.."'t
complex, support of tactical operations and moveme'Ct of personn9l
and impedmenta.

4. DEFmITIOI:18 ~m ABBREVIATI~S:-
a. Port and Beach Clear~~~e (JJocal): The movement of c~rgo

ori~nating at Q aerial or ,,'it,;rp~~- and heuled for a diste.nce
not to exceed 25 miles one w~v.

b. Port and Beach Clearance (Line: The movement ot cargo
originating at eon e.eri or water I>Or't! and hauled tor 2. distQ.."'1ce
in ~cess of 25 miles one way.

Co Local Ee.ul: The movement of' cargo origfnt'.ting at a supply
activity or staging area (other than port or beech) mr;i hauled tcr
a distence not to exceed 25 miles one way.

d. Line Haul: The movement ot cargo ori3inatin~ at a supply
act! vi ty or staging area (other than port or beach) nnd hauled for
a distance in excess of 25 tr.iles one w~.

e. Retrogrede: Cargo th2.t is transported in the retrograde
programl i.e.1 sC'lvaged vchicles and turn-in pro~rty. Car&o which
is tranS!Jorted .tram outlying areas to the port for outlol\ding to
another in-countI'Y' destination is not considered to be retrogr~e
cargo, but rether local or line heul.
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AtrnEX A (VEEICLE OPmATIatlS) to Standing o:;.')Creting Proced\1res

f. Tr~u~ut: A method of cargo mO\Cffient which ~ypasses one or-.- -
more 1nter=_~~nte depots 2nd delivers directly to ~ consuming agency
with line hc:o.uJ. equil1ment.

g. :Privec.'t~: A motor vehicle tfhich is driven by a member of
this c~d as cargo for delivery to consignee.

h. ~~: A procedure similar to drivenway, but motor trans-
port unit p!~das prime-mover pOt-ler for delivcry of' tra1lers, semi-
trailers or towing of vehicles.

i. Te.sk Force: A term commonly used by logistical comlllt'.nd per-
sonnel to~ilo;ignate a Forward Support Area (~). FSAs ere staffed
and operated by pel.4sonnel of the WASUPCGf.. ~'H for direct support
of Forward Support Elements (~) in comb2.t zones.

j. ~: Director of Transportation, the transportation statf
officer ot USASureCJi, Qffi.

k.
1384).

TCl;.iD :- Trensporte.tion Control and Movement Doc\mtent (DA Form

5. RESPOl-!SIBlLITm: Subordinate commande-rs at all echelons are
respons-ible 1"or accomplishment 01" missions th2.t are assigned by this
heedquarters.

GroU!> 5-3 w1l1:a.
(1)

headquarters
Provide staff action for receipt of missions trom higher

(2) Evaluate requirements against established cnpabllities.

Assign specific missions to sUbordinate units.

(4) Monitor progrees ot units to insure s~cessfu1 execution
of ass~ed missions.

Provide staff plenning for oper~tions.

Supervise battalion control or l1no haul semitr211crs.

(7) Co~ect neccssary statistical ~.atn.

(8)
headquuters.

Submit reports and prepare bricfing data for higher

Obtain convoy cletJ.I'ances.

A-2
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A!.n.rEiX A (VFRICLE OPERATIC.!ITS) to Standing O:JC!'e.ting Procooures

(lC) Mai':ltnin J.ids~ t-lith h:~gher ~d ~j~cent hee.dq11.:-rters
to include diss~~~,.tic1~ of ini~e11i~ence information as received.

B~t~teli~ 8-) "-:J.,.l-!:b.
(1)

e.bil1ties.
Keep GToup 3-3 ~.vised of current motor transport cep-

(2) ~.eceive and evalue.te bulk tonnr.go roq1.rlrements ,,-g:::inst
1mit capebilities.

(3) Con~:ot requirerlenta into vobicle equivclenta and cozmnit
subordin~~ un! ta :".0 C ordingly .

(l!.) Monitor progress of ~~bordinate units to insure nll
commitments ore bc:~ met Dnd thnt ill. nwi.lable motor transport
is eff1c1.:.~:'ly utj.lized.

Meint~in etatisticil dQtn for required re~~~g.

(6) Publish detailed guidance to subordin~te units to in-
cl me driver instr.lctions.

(7) Kaint!.:1n continuous training in vehicle operE'. tions .

c.
(1) Imple."..cnt direct.:.ves of higher headqu..OIrters.

Train yersonnel in t~o tec~nj.~ws or mctor transport

Fill convni tmE'.n'ts fo:':" vohicles !:rom higher heooquarters.

(4)
oper3tions .

Me.1ntnin operational reeiir.esD for s~rt of combet

(S) Ensure that 21.1 convrrf parson~1 l~ve necessary ~apons,
mmnmitiou" protectiw gear" C-!":ltion9 mid overnight g6t!r prior to
disp:1.tch.

(6) Eno-ure that drivers for Duc ::?ho end Dclc To cOIiWitments
have tc]{en their Dapsone tablet the night bc-..ft",!'e c.~7?=-ortt1J.""'O DX'.d ~t
anoth9r night I s supply is carried by tl~ convoy c~w~nder to dest-
ination.

ConVClV COl1U11D.nders w'..J.l:d.

A-3
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J:JINEX A (VElIICLE ~TIC'JS) to S-t~ding ~cr~ti!lJ. ~ocedurGs

(1) Obt~ the It'.t~3.~ i1'lteV..L-;;C:'lCn infOl-1i1.':'.t::.c:'l frO!n bat-
talion 8-2/3 prior to de"arture and d:.sse!i1.inate to l-~ch Ur..it
commanders.

(2) Obtair. 1n.t'oI'.n~tion !'rom 5-2/3 cOt1cernin~ coordination
with tactical combat Ul1its p o~d1ng ~Cllte security along tb3 Z~'R.

(3) Instnl.ct mar~h unit c~ders 0';1 convoy speed, interval,
lmitom and cOImmnucatiC'ns CS_S wall :J.3 er,17)h.."'.8ize the actions to' be
taken if' tl1e convoy encounters a.i ~sh; sui~ :firE) or mines.

(4) Coordin~te with ?rJy secut'ity cl()Ments provided thc convoy
and mount aircraft ~ker pancls on vehicles as required.

(5) Ba responsible fOr tho cc'nduct and ~~j;.')etl.rance of all per-
scnnel involved in the convoy- .Brief cll personnel frOJr. tho stam~
8th Group Convoy Briefing Chart. This ch~ inc1~~9s briGf1~~ items
such as follows:

Route of mnrch.

Spoed limits.

Traffic reg'UlatiC'nS .?!,~icEtb1e enroute.

Cd) Control procedures to be used

Critical points enro-.lte.

Proceduros in event of hostile firc, ~nes and snipers.

(g)
observing cluster.

"Cluster of the Day" ond ~ct1ons to be taken upon

Driver respcnsibilit1Gs

(6) InOT'T his locations ~t ill tililes while in ccnvoy.

(7)
check !JO~,ts.

Bo thorour;hly fEmd112.r 'trlth the convoy route l'.nd all

(8)
doparting.

Be in possession or the following informntion beforo

(a) The nemes of the officers ~~d NCOs who will be
suporvising the convoy.

~\-h
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AlT1\1EX A (~CLE OPERf.TIC!rS) to St£'.nc.i g C":.c::E'.ti."lS;rocedur-:.s

'£11G com,let~ ~~-~lp ~i thG ccn~~,

Thc SP Dnc! RP times.

Cd)
of the trucks.

The n~~~s of the ~rivcrs arA tho bumper numbers

(D) A map of the route trevclGd,

(9) C~17 ~dth instructions recej.ved from the t~tical
commander along tho route.

(10) M~tain contact depending on COlj1.1ilU1:ic~.tions 6q:l!i!Jmcmt
available with both unit Op6r~tions 3cction ~ thJ security forces
responsible for the 3rea thrO1_1.~ which the l.:onvc:y is IIr~:1S" Y!JI3n
only one frcquency is availG.~le, the ~onvcy co~:'.,.;':~eT reu.o;" !"()!"..~iu in
contact with security forces.. 1~ ccn~y n-:ill not i'l1:';:-C -;":::.zP.G t~e r~o
frequencies of the responsiblo tactic~ units arc k;l:.r;~o ia .i(~di.t,icn,
the convoy conm\c.o,J1d.er shall cnsurc tl~t all road, t~cti~.:J.J., e,II!U!'~ncy
and medical frequencies e.re current aId av.:!.il2.ble .to ill control elements
wi thin tho convoy.

(11! Closely su,ervisc the off1o~n~ ot convoy vehicles at .

destination. Cu~ must be c!,fj.C'ooed o~ditiouslY' to lnit~j.l:-.ize turn-
around time nnd vehicle R~r. Close supcr7ision ~ otfi~grs ~d NCOs
'trill also prevent im!)roper ~('I cling anl-'~ the resul Uant d~~ to cargo
and e~~ent.

(12) Check to determine if lo~s ere secure prior to convoy
m~nt. Insecure cargo will not be moved.

6. Loading Procodt1-~s:

a. Vehicle londing will be accomplished 9:tpeditiously .?nd in.
accordance with 8th Transportation Group Regulation .5.5-26 ~ .52.5-2.

b. Prior to dispatch, each driver ~-11 be givon ~n 8th Gro~
Dispatch Slip to vcrify his commitment ~l to e~c1.ite cccrdin.?tion
~t the loe.d1ng site.

c. :.J.most 't-dthout exception loading ~rs<'!nnel rc<;t'-i..~e thc.t
drivers report to the operaticns office ~t thc lo.':.1.i.~ ca..~tiv:I.t)" to
verify loading rcquire~nts ~ clestin~tiC'n. Dri -rc:I:'S will report
to this office With the dispe.tch slip (pcra 6b cbove).

d. Drivers 1ii1l not ~ccept loads which are unsafe, improperly
sccurod, or improporly documentec. Each ~'VCr shculc! MV8 in his

A-;
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ANNEX l\ (VEHICLE OPJJ::Jl.TIC!iS) to Stll.nt1.1n~ O!'-:.rc.ting 'rccecures

possession e copy of 8th TranspGrtati~n G~v~:? Re.x~lr.t.ion 55-26,
BLocrn:rG !Jm BRt~CI!rG (1u"J!jE It'~ liorOR 'rR..m5~T C~~'~-:I.~. In
addition, ell driWrB' e;1:")u1~, OG far..;_11t'.r t-Tit.l1 the :.7.1.1ovisions ot
8th Trcnsportation Group Regu1~tion ,25-2 on Cargo Security-
Drivers will not c.ccept or si~ fr:r t. lcl!.c1. ~t~ "- completc check
of the cargo hc.s ooen ~e m1d the infoml'.tior. on the TCMD bl'.B been
verif'ied.

e. &ttclions will c~t~ly inspect loacli~ practices ct
using agencies by manns ('f lieison persOtlnt.'l. Vohicles will be
loaded to insure the greatest payload pcssible rdt.h"':.n the lir:dts (\.f'
the authorlzGc cubic teet and tonn~e prcctices. Tho 3-3 of 8th Group
will be notifiod of loading or unloading cli.f!ic...1J. ties wr..ich cQ,nnot
be resolved a.t ~t/battalion le'Vel.

f. Vehicle ~17loed capacities: The curgo ~d troop capecities for
vehicles in the 8th Group are as follmm:

'ffi.cm ~

Ma.rlmum~~ng

Truck, Z~! ton Ct),rgo 4

!~ Planning
l~s
l~6Truck, 5 'ton Cargo 10

50*1612Semitrailer J 12 ton

N/A2 2Trailer" .~ ton

Exceptions to these l:imits must be approved by 8-.3 this beooquarters.

*Docs not inclt1de driver or assistant driver.

g. Critic& end priority cargo td1.1 be so desi[-i"nated by this
he~qunrters at tho tiDE the cClDlnitment is given to battalion. Strict
superrtsion ~l be ~ercised to insure stt.:fe mx! timely delivery in
accordance with ~cial handling requirements.

h. T,.sk vahicl.GS must have a miniImDn oi 2 fire extinguishers.
A l;~ quart cxtinB'dsher will be mounted bs1de the cab end a 4 pound
CO-2 exting-..'Iishcr will be mounted o~e.

i. Drivers will be trt!.ined in convcy rslxl. si!lnclling prccecures
to pcrmit the drivers of the fcllowing vchicles to signcl by 3 quick
taps on tho horn if pi1fer~e is n.ttempt~ in ~ le2Ling vehicle.
Convay cammandors will be held responsible for e~surin~ that security
is e.Ccq-..k".te for his convoy c.t ill times. This sec~1ty is necessary

A-6
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in open and UDgtlarded assembly areas as well r:.B in hol~:ing arees

and when moving on bighw'ays.

k. Drivers will perfonll Preventive M~tenance 'tmenevGr their
vehicles ere pnrkec1 at a loc.di~ or offlo~ng site lJnC ere not being

loaded or offloaded.
1. Drivers ~~ notify his unit of difficulties encountered or

misuse of vehicles.

7.

b. The type of convoy will be specifiC(: by the Be.ttl1lion to
opurating units at the time cOIIm1itment is e.ssigned.

e.

1..-7
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ArJ:mx A (VEHICLE O~TIa;S) to Stl'.nCing C~Jerat~'"lg ProceCUr8s

for vehicles will be est~.blis~~ on the b~is of traffic, ro~.d, weather
conditions anC. loc~ ~ostGC l~nits.

g. All convoy ope~e.ti~s. ~1l ~e vigorously su?9r7ised qy officers
~ non-c~ssionGG officers, to inc.luCe the ~rfc~~ce of required
before, ~t the c~t ~nd ~.ft~r ancr.~ti~ ~.I s&rvic~s on vehicles.- - -

h. At err times ~uring ~. tactic~~ ~ch, tl~ policy is to ~
HOVING. This policy is parC!Ii1Our..t oocat.'.Se ".:rIle safe delivery of cargo
and/or pcrsonnel is the mission of this unit.

1. H2lts will be scheduled by battalion c~itmcnt ~.irective
and only £!.S tho tactical situ~t1on may :;.")ermit ~'. ~S nurlntenaace aId
refueling requircmcnts dictate.

j. Recovcry of ~1sable~. vehicles will DC accomplished 2S ~~t-
iously ~ possible. Batt2lions will ostahlish ~occd~s to utilize
organic rccovery vchicles anC. those belOnging to ot~cr ~~l)Ort units
it necoss~. ThoDa vep~cles which ccnnot be repaired in a short
period at t1me will be towed to the neareSt stro~ point and. the location
reported to the responsible recovery unit.

Ench convoy will incl~.e a. minim\nn of the tollMn~ type vehicles:k.
R.\TIO H;R T!.SK VEHICLE DI MARCH U1aJTr

1. Radio Gun Jeep 1 per 10

2. Gun Truck 1 per 10

Que.r. . .5 0 as &17w8h"!.e3.

4. Mnintene.nce Vehicle 1 per convc:;-r

(M2intGnence Vehicles ml1st havo tires, jack, lug wre~ch, oil,
water, fucl nn::1. tools)

NOTE: :.11 gun jel:ips and gun trucks will carry CI.t leDSt 1 M-79 grenooe
ll'.uncher in ~ition to their assigned lJ.ut~1c 1-lee-pons.

i. The c~b floors of all vehicles in convoy will be sendbGgg&d
to provide protGction ageinst mines anC. other schr~?ncl-pro(~uc~g
cevices. Personnc.l rirlin,;; in vehicles must keEjP ~Ii1S ~c. luge inside
to achiove me..ximum protcction frcm sc.ndbags. 611.S w ad~.i tion2.l pre-
caution, e. he~'ry rub~Gr mat is reconrne~,e~~ for .'>1c.cemcnt over the
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8th Trans Gp (m)
6 s e~cmber 1968

AI-nrEI. A (mIICLE OM...tlTIa:S) to Stcn~~.g O.:.)Grat1n.~ :'::rccec!ures

sandbags to recuc~ fragments such es stones, S~~'., scl1r~pn~l and
pieces of bQg.

.
m. Et!.Ch driver will be equi?pec. nth the ronC'td~ ge:!.r:

HeJ.'ilet, steel" w/liner &: cCo.'nouflage cover

(2) Vest, armored

(3) B6lt.. pistol with mrmo pouches

(4) First aid pouch

Canteen (Full..I \:>J

Sleoping equipnent

Protective mask

n. The follOtdng besic 1000 "r CJrDmmition rill be carried
(these are Minim'tlll figures mld will not be consi~.crecl 28 restricting
additions):

Pistol Cal .45 4 clips (7 rounds etJ..ch)

Rifle, M-l6 11 Magc.z1ne8 (l8.~19 rQunC.s each)

Ri.:C.e.. H-14 10 M~if3in.s. !?O...rounc'.s E:~ch)

Machine Gun" M-60 11200 rcun~..s

Grenade Launchor M-79 24 rounG.s

Qw:!d .,,0 Machine Gun 8,,000 rcums

.. 0nl7 when it is the intention nf conVr)'fJ personnel to fire on
hostile forces will Co ~und bc ins£;rtc(! in the c~ber.

p. Daytime vehicular 1ntc;~-1 ~ be 100 meters. A vehicultlr
inte~ of not less than 25 meters '-rill be minte3.nad whcn t.'1e cclumn
is at the ~t if the s,e.ca situt'-tion pe!"l1!its, but in all ir.!tances
a 8uf~cient inturvcl shall be left in ort'.~r to uermit a vel1.icle to
pull ero1md the vel1icle in front of it atx'. to penut inter:rJ.ttent
traffic to pe.ss.

8. f.~IaI TO BE Til.im! Dr ~ EVmiT CF IUIJJJJSH.t Sl~ FIRE at. Nn1ES I

, 1".
.iL-;



8th Trans Gp (Hr)
6 Scptember 1968

ANNEX A (VEHICLE ~"..TIO!iS) to St~c"1ng C~rnting F-rocedures

f.mbushes:a.

(1) !'7hen n convoY' encounters snipcr fL~" .:'n ambush or mines
it should KEEP Hovrr!G it' at E'll possible.

(2) The security forces will bc conttt.cted by r~..io iJmlediately.

(3) All vehicles which are beycnc the iildll zone" will c!"ntinue
moving tow2rc'. their destination.

(4) If' unavoidably stopped in thc n~l zone", personnel mst
dismunt, te.ke up covered mld concealec. positions" md ley down a
heavy voltmle of return fire only on e-ctive enemy targets" staying in
close proximity of their vehicles. In no c~~e will convcy personnel
close with or atte..l11pt to pursue the enemy' ~.s this will interfere with
the te.ctic~ reaction plan. Convoy perscmnel 1o1ill ceMe fire upon
arrivl\1. of' tactical security &lements to cllOt'1 tc.ctical vehicles and
personnel f'reGdom. of movement ~ainst enemy forces. Convoy control
perscnnel will inS".u-o thp.t. trn:££ic begins to move ~ sccn l!J3 the
tectical sitttaticn pormits.

(5) Those vehicles which have not yet eTltered the n1d.ll zomrt
will halt at 100 )rIOter intervclsJ dismount mlcl. c'.elow. sa c".oscribed in
par3 8(2.) (4) .above, tiring only if the enemy' tugets are visible.

(6)
off the ro2.d.

If the tactical situation ~rmits IilOVS disc.bled vehicles

b. Mining Incidents:

(1) If minas are cncountered, tho convoy commander must, in
conjunction nth the tactic~ collU11ancler" quic!cJ.y cctermine a ccurse
of action. ~.!hila a single mine should nc.t ('.el;::,- nn entire convoy"
vehicles must not enter en area lmown to be ho:-.v11y mined.

(2) If the convoy is haltecl by minosl tho convoy commander
will iDni1ec!i~telY' uert the security forces ancl disperse his persomel
around tho vehiclos in prepexetion fcr ~ ~tt~ck.

c. SniDer Fire:--
(1) If the convoy or a segment cf the ccnvoy receives sniper

fire" fire shoulc. be returned and vehicles will crntinue mcving.

(2) The convoy coJlDnaIx!er will attempt tc: deterJrdne the loce.t1on
of the snil'>er tire l!.tid report it to the t~ ticcl forces sccuring thet
pcrtion at' the route.

1..-10



8th Tran,~ Gp (!'iT)
6 Septem':.)8r 1968

lJ'Jl\TE:x A (nP.ICLE ~TIWS) to Stanct1ng 0y(!rt'.tinrf Prcced\n-es

9. GEI~ P3.ECAUT_ION'~_RY ME~u'p~:

a. Good convoy ~.is~iF~ina ~c: cm1tinuous '~ver training will
reduce the :JOssibi.:!.::t~.. .md/or c£f":.;",i~lCnssD of cnemy action t\gainst
convoys.

b. Drivers should trac~: t,~~ ve~icles ehcaC. t.ihen these vehicles
are in Si~1t. Th5.s ~~ rcf.u.,~e th~ ~~~~j.cj_lity of ~.etcneti~~ a
press1n-e-ac'r.,!vated mine which t~JC VH'ai~le .':.hear'. me.y have missed.
Conversel:r" old t~acks should b~ av{";;!..:l9Cl beo~t1Se Viet Cong commonly
places mj.nes in old tracks.

c. Speed gene~~tes carelessness.
drivers in his em::>:i.oyment of I!'.1nes.

The enemy relies on careless

d. Key personnel.. Whc are prime targets fcrr conunand detcnated
mines" 'm~t e.void congregating in cne vehicle or locaticn within the
convoy.

e. Drivers should avoid carelessly cri ving over wooden sticks
or other debl'is OIl. the road. Pieces of w:-O<! (board or bamboo) on a
roadwe.y may indice.J;je the presence of pressure act1~ted !nines or ot~r
explosivcs devices.

f. Vehicle operatcrs should be alert fcr chmges in faJrdliDr
scenes, evidence of app~ent road repairs, new fill or paving, road
?~tchos, mud smGD.rS" grass, dirt, dung or other substance on rc~c':.s.
Such areas could be evidence cf enemy henc.1work.

~. To ~void GCcif~nts ~t halts the posting ~f road guerds at
the front enc~ ret'.r of each col tunn is requiroc..

h, Rest h3l ts should be avoided except ~t te~~na1s or ~t
locations where maximum security is affordec.

i. Each convoy commander t~ make ~1ch coo~.ination as necess~
with escorts or ut criticnl points in sufficient t:ime to prevent any
celay of the convoy. Where unforeseen celqys or route chnnges occurJ
the convoy cOrmf1r!N.er wjJ.l e:xp~tious1Y' notif7 his Bnttclion he".d-
quarters which 'Wi.U pass this inf'o~tion to the Group C?perations
Section. Information will include the OOU5eJ locl'.tion (grid coordinates)J
aJ.tcmate routes available ancI. other pertinent ct'.ta.

10. EI;-ffiOt7rE TECffi"fIQUES: (Supplementu to Paragraph 7)
--

a. The Con7oy c~der as the senicr off1cer!NCO in column
is res?onsible tor sate Concl proper C~Y' opernticn. Escortin,!

1..-11



8th Tre..ns Gp (Mr)
6 Septelilber 1968

ANI..JEX A (i]EEICLE OPIJ:RATIONS) to St~~~n! Oi:>ercting Proce'~ures

military police havc NO op£rati~tl ccntrol cvcr tlro c~n~y ncr shoUld
they be considered as "pcce-settersR .

b. Locril tro£fic regulations mr~ control deViccs will be respected
when convoy is proceoding without trdfic G5CCrt, road ~s, or the
assistance of militery police.

c. LA. convoy ~d1l n('!t p~ss another mC'ving convC'y without c"!btniningpermission from tho le&. convoy concanr~e!" 0 If permission is gr~nted, .

passing will nct occur until tho entire c ~voy bcin.'!." p~s~ has hcl ted..

d. Convoys wjll operatE) with lights on c1.\1ring the d~light hoU1"s.

e. If c~ve.s is required" ill straps an.1 ~s '~l be securly
tied, front ~c. recr £laps will be used. £lnc! s&cttred.

11. TRUCK ~1~ .ilm TRiIoll.m TRiL\TSFE? POm OPEP.!.TIQ.JS:

n. Truck torminals/trniler trr.nsf'er' ~nts will be lccatet. along
MSR' 5 ~s the cper~.tiona1 mission dictates.

b. Truck tcrminols/TTpr s will maint~n en ~ccurate l~~ on' semi-
trailers mld rcfrigerntc:-r vnns passing t.~ough thesE) facilities. (8th
Trans Gp Form 2)

c. Truck t6rminols/'rrP I s will be st.c.:tfed to :?er form emergency
mainta~ce and running repairs on vebiclGS ~~ semitre.llers. Repairs
of semitr.:o.i1crs beyond ~t ce.r'>3~...litY' wj.l1 be accomplished by the
Centralizod Trailer Maintenance Point. Units'w1l1 be res~nsib.le for
tho maj,ntene.nce of their'orcmlic pr,tD) 1i1OY~.

d. C~ant semitrailer/van ate-tuB infcrJil tion 'trill be mitit~ined
on E'll semitrailcr/v;:-.ns in their respcctive !'.rC~ cf operations.

e. Every effort will be made to require ccusignees ~ remove
cunnngo mld other c':.ebris at time ('f cff'lOt:!.r!'~"i1; hcwver" 1£ this is
not dODO, E:-t!.oh trock temincl/lwrP will pclice ~'1e beds ('f the vehicles.

f. Truck termincls/rTP's oporntec! by units (If this co~rl will
prt'vide the follc1dng t~cU1tiesJ as a ~T1L1!!\D11:

Covc.re.:l rest area.

(2) Latrines and wnshing facilities.

Pc.tc.ble water eon::'. cold 80ft c.r;.nks.

Trcnsient billets.
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8th Trims Gp (~)
6 Septeli1Cer 1968

ANNEX A (VEh~CLE OPml..TIalTS) . to St.~n=ing Operl'.ti~ Procedures

(5) Mess facilities.

g. Semitrailors.:mC refr:f~rntor vans t'f~l be receipted whenever
they are exchtmgt)d" usi,:".,~ eit.b.cr '1cmitrt!.iler Receipt arx'. Inspecticn
Form (8th Trans Gp Form 25R) or Refriger~t~r Van ~nC Inspecticn Fc~
(8th Trans Gp Form.54R) :J.S alJrllca~lo. These forms "rill provlrle
documentation for the receipt of ~o/.ih lc.,.c.G(l ~C: empty trillers/vanB
moving into cncl :trom a TTP. Those roceipts ere ciso used to fix
responsibility for the conC-ition o£ tr.,.ncrs/v2.ns listed. Tr.:-:?J.er/van
receipts will be retained in the filas c£ units operating TTP's tv
support daily yard checks and reports.

h~ A (lcl.1~. tr~er. ~.iu...;~tch rcport 1TL1J. ~. s '.J!:1itter1 t.c b~tta1ion
op<.r~ti".)D8 ~ 2100 h.cU!'s. This form cCtlsc1i:letes tr."ilers cisp~tched
since the prerlous report.

i. M ACcurate trailer status report will be submitte<". daily to
Group Operations ~,. the TTP's et the ti\ne thE:! aren check is completed,
but in any event l'JLT 2400 hours.

j. Units win provide semitrillers 1fhich l!.re in setis.tactory
operating condition e.nd which have clee.n C2rgo beds.

k. Operntioncl necessities require that the unloooing prccess
include the follOt.zing:

Cle~g the corgo bed.

Replacing the side boards properly in ti1e sockets

(3) Remcv& ot tie-dcwn matericJ. (exCE:pt weldec.! chains)
mld bracing bloclcs.

A-13



DEP}...l.TMEI\1'r CF Trill .1'IRL"tY
HE'J-DQUARTEF.s, 8T:t1 'rP.i!1.'SPCB.TJ.1TIOI GROUP

.Ii.l--C 96238
(l-=cvrffi TR.A2T.3PCRT)

AVCA4!-TG-3 .3 September 1967

SUBJECT: S:ynopsis ot AD1bush

CODmlanang Gener~
us Anny- Support COl;:IlUlnd.. Qui !ihon
!PO 96238

On 2 September 1967, m1 8th Transpo:""tation Group convoy ~er the
control of tbe 54th Transport..=1.tion Baiit;alion, e.eI>e.rte.~ Pleiku on Route
19 for a return trip to Qui ~llion, at a?:)roximate1y 1610 hours. The
convoy consistec! of 37 task V3hic1ea anc. 2' jeeps c.rmed 1-rith 11-60 macrd!S
guns. Bec~use of mechanical troubles, a 5,000 &sllon tanker which joined
the convo~P caused a split in the con"voy of some 500 ~ters. A t approxink~tely
1855 hours, the l~. ~ ton vehicle 'Was str'JOk ~1ith C'. 51 loUt recoilless r;.fle
round (vic m 348454) kil11n~ one man LmC;. trounc.1~ two others. SjJn~taneous1y,
a secondary DJnbu.sh 1-188 spru."lg 2.t m. .3.391",60 on the soconcl element of the
con~. The enemw force, est~ted 2.t e reinforced camp~ny, use~~ commanc!
detonated mines, recoilless rifles, at...to:."!l~tic wee.:)ons" anc. SIi'.e.J.l t'-~
2.g':linst the convoy. The main embush WeB conducted over ~ 700 meter !dll
zone with the secoocBry atta.c!r 1-"'rovie.1nJ a bloc!dng action. The enany
force was si tuat~ on the south side of tL'1C ro:--.d" t'.lthou.<h s~ ;un im-
placements were located in the north. BecroISe of. the intensity of the
fire an9- perfect e::ecution of the L'"-'1b1:5~lJ little f:.re ~" s returnec by
f'rienc!ly personnel cau{%ht in tha kiJ.lin"~ zO!".e. Tec'tic~ Se;ccrity elements
arrived within 10-15 minutes, 3poc~ ~"_~j.'Ve'l £t.t 20~0 r.o:.:rs. 'l'he coovoy
suffered, 7 KI.\" 17 T~IA and 30 Vt:.:llclas d~~'::estro;yt;d. EneMY' CE\Sual-
ties and unit designCl.tion cre un.la1OW'a.

/ s/ John Ii. Brulce
It/ Ja~! E. ~~

L'rC, TC
C anmL:nC~ingn A TRUE CO::'"'y"

/' .I ,./","/-~."
~~tlD..t.~ 't.~~

Major.. TC



DEP .1\RTMEl'1T CF TEE 1'JUfi
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~ ..'-'..1;1. ~1.6J, .:;.,1;".1.. v. oil..&. Vi. I.-::..I..'V..

.APC 96238
{J.:Ol'm TPJI.?:;src~)

AVCA-Q1:!-TG 25 :~o"'eI:lber 1967

SUBJmT: Sj-nopsis of .f1mbush

Commanding General
US Army- St1.pport CO1'i1i-nanC., Qui Nhon
APO 962.38

At 1005 hours, 24 ~lovember 1967, a ccnvcy going to ?1Giku from the 54th
Trcnsport&.tion Bl!.ttclion w~ a.mbushec'. by ~n ?:Y.\ force ~t grid coozoc1.inates
AR 965465. Tais convoy consisted of 43 - 5 ton cargo trucks, 15 ~ ton
cargo truclta, 6 - gun trucks, 3 gun j&eps Dna 1 maintenence truck. The
following aCcount of whet hap~ned is subtlitted b~sec on telephonic reports
from Pleiktl. Tho mnbush begcn when the load gun truck 1n the convoy W"-S
stoppec by smcll arms fire and simultenoously tho le~1 c~go vchicle ~i'llS
hit by- a" coJlDnana'detonatoc mine. This truck ~ stcpZ)e,~ along the right
side of the ro~. The convoy triec to r'ln through the ~bush, per 8th
Group SO?, but only one truclc WlJ,B succossfttJ. in breaIdng out of the 300
meter ld.1l zone. The remClininl4 t:rIJ.cks tht'.t triec-! tc. bre~. out were stop~
by mines or small arms fire, effectivel~r b1ocldng the ro~. One of the
trucks, c~~n8' mmno, was hit ei1d explocec, destro;;rinr.- a ~ truck of the
second seri~ that we.s behind it. "The g1m truck of tho third serial was
hit by ~ll l?rmS .f'ire m1d. stopped. The gun truck of the fourth serial was
hit by a grenade, but this frenade did not penetrc.te the fI.nI1cr plating.
The 5th eN. 6th gtUl trucks were not hitJ b1.1t iDmlGc.inte1y returned .tire as
did ell c.rivers once they werc stoppec~. A machine gunner in the 5th gtm
truck ld.l1ed nn NVA machinc ~er before he cocld fire on the convoy
from a. d1S~ce of only 10 f~et from tilE) ro~.

The results of this ambush are ~ follows:

Frienc:ly: 2 1:.""IA and 17 WIA with one of these in critice.1. cClndition.a.
b. En~: 41 KIA and 4 WL\ (p(1f11 s)" of t:!is figure the convoy ec- .

counted for 19 XTl;. and 3 WIlL prior tc tho arriV:".l of. the sec~ty forces.

c. Vehicle DB1nLI.ge: .

of these wore rlcstroycd.
14 trucks (4 of' t!lese were gun troc!cs) 6 to 9

The sec\trity torcos nt cr 9lW reected ~thin a fefi m1nute3 to e cell ot
ftcontact" mnde by the ccnv~~ commanctr. Lt ~s, enr. tc thc sound of
the amb\'lSh 'tmch thoy could her:.r. \-fuen they l'.I':"ivc1 et t'Jnbush site, they
~C~.':~"lC"t6C ~or swce, r..1'l~ ~t'.Tsuit to ,,"cco-.m" :.'.;r fi!l~ f':nl!;I!1~r c.~s--:.::.ltie~.



25 November 1967AVCA-QN-TG .
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Apl'cush

A more detilled 2.cCOUl1t, complete with st~tGments nf witnesses ~
be presentec. as soon as invest~.tin~ officcrs from t~s heerlq~rs
ret'n"n from Pleilro.

TEL: YF. 786m9 Isl Joe o. Belli!lo
It I JOE o. BELLI!.oJO

Colonel, TC
C alunand!ng"A TRUE COPY1'

, k I~ ., "
I .t', " .;

~~t"'D .: bbffE.o:..-
Major, TO





DEP!.RT1-rn:T OF T!~ !.R:~
51.DQUi3TE?S, 8TH TR:J.;-SFO'Z:l~TIOl: Gil(.w' (MorCB. T:t".!~S?C'Ia')

Aro 96238

AVDA41-TG .5 December 1967

S~JECT : Synopeis of Ambush

Commanding Gencrn1
us Army S-cpport CODml81lC" ~ Nhon
APO 962.38

At 0815 hours~ 4 December 1967 ~ a ccnvcy gping to PlGiku from the 54th
Tr.1nsportntion Battalion" w~ mnbushed b;j:.- D. Vict Cong unit estimnted
at company sizQ (thro~ 20-30 man platcons) c;t ~d' cocrC.in2.tes ~ 330460.
This convoy consisted of 58-5 ton CD.rP;:C trucks~ U-~ ton car-go trucks"
6 gun truclcs (D.rmOr plated)" 4 gun jE)SpS m-L 1 ~.intentmCO truck~ The
ambush began ~men a ch3rge was detonater. ct the sicle of the rc~. The
le&l gun truck driver noticed a board vdth three mincs pu1le~ across the
road in front of him. HE) stopped his vellicle c.nrl nt that moment the
vehicle WeB hit by small crms fire cnd a recoilless rocket" killing the
driver. The le~rl joep (second vehicle in convoy) cleo rGceiveC. small
arms.tire ~nc1. wcs ctOPl'ed. Both voh1clcs jJmncdiately begc.."1 returning
fire" utilizin., the two (2) M-60 mcchine ~s :lnd "M-79 gr~e leuncher
in the truck end the ~i-60 me.chine gun in tho jeep. Fo1n- other vehicles
received flat tires and body damage. Pcraonnel boge.n returning fire
under the le~ership of lLT T~~ the mcrch unit commender (second vehicle
in the convoy). Gun trucks of the march ~ t mo."ed forward into ~-O
approximately 3000 meter long 1d1l zone~ ml~. subsequently one of these
was hit by roc~ot fire wounding throe "~ners. The leadership and fire-
power of the convoy was immediately ~~d responsive enough to account ror
all enemy [IAs end.~TIA prior to arrival of thc rc~ction force. At the
time of tho .?Jnoushl 0815 hours" a call of' "abt'l.shL r!1:lbushl .3I1bushl" went
out over the r~o from the convoy. The ~ortod time of urivcl of the
gmships wns 0827" trrelve n"1utE.S c..ttor stat of tho 2Jnbush; a re~ctionforce formed at an c.1:Otillery b~e . camp at!(~ broU-:llt in bY' the Group C0mml'.n1-

cr" arri vcc at appro%imate1y 0830. The quick re~.ction timo of the convoy
persotl."1c1 and the int.ense beso of fire put Ul' b";'" tho mecbine ~ners in
the g'.Jn trucks bro!:e the eno.v embush prior to tho ::-.rr1v:--J. or 2.nY' ,'.f the
reaction forces. Fram tho point of vi~rT of tne conVOY', thc reaction
timo cf the combc.t supportin~ f~rccs w~s too slow. Tho reaction time
of 12 mm'.tcs for gunship support is me.r~i."1cl; tho reQ.Ction time of
15 minutes for tho first grounc trcops (co~iclcr:in;:; t~t they were mo-
ti vatcC JY convoy control pcrsonnol) is ~~cessivcl ~~ 2, minutes after
the cnll "e.rn.bushL ambush1 azr.bushL" Wl'.8 r:ivon is too lcn~ to 'Wnit for ajr
lifter! support.

~ ~S foll~.;,s:



D~P!~m~'JT CL' T":r~ ~\..'"i1.~y
tffiJIDQU'.Rl'~, 8T;.: i'I't!.NSPORT~'J:Cl': i1~C.UP (l.:arCR TR.:J!.SPORT)

APO 96238

AVCA.-CJ!-TG 22 Febr'Uar7 1968

SUBJECT: Syn~sis of Ambush

TO: Commanding Genorcl
US Arm:r Support COlmi1m1d.. .~ t.Jhon
!PC 96238

On 21 Febr1Ulry 1968" lI.n 8th Tr~sport.;.t1on Group convoy umer the
control of tho 27th TransiX'rts.ticn Battclion" ccp::t.rted t1t1.i lfuClu at a~
proxjm~tely 0715 hours west on lughW'D.Y 19 for Pl.s!lro. The COfiVOY con-'
sisted of 54 task vehicles" 4 gtm troclcs, 4 g\m jceps nnd a. quad f1.rty-.
At approximately 0950 hourx, between CP 89 and CF 96 (vic BR 348 455),
the c'..,nvo::r cmne ~or fire frQ71 B-40 rocl,ots" c.u.tomc..tic W0t1.pons and sBUlll
e.rms fire. Convoy security personnc:1 iIll!:Gdintely roturned fire in the
direction of ~ctec! enemy- pcsi tions south of. tho highwDy-.'

The 27th Transportation B~ttclion o.u~~. fifty moved into the ld.ll
zona, which was cstimated at approximatcly 300 metors, and weB credi tad
with 1 NVA KIA. APcts fraIl the l73d Airborne ~)i"."ision ~voc in IIp-
ro~te17 5-10 minutGS and engagc.-d tho enamy force. Artillery cl.so
was used by tho ~cticil' force. ThrGO convoy pcrsonnel wcro slightly.
woundGd. Tl1roe vehiclcs, includi~ thG qu~.c. fifty ~ truck, were dmn~
agod, ana t~k vchicle seriously. Tho en~~ fcrcG ~f~3 cstim~tcd ~t 10-
12 pcrsOntlcl~ Unit c.esignc.tion is 'l.mkn.JWn. One !iVA 'ti'DB KL\ rod mlotl1er
possibl7 rrL\. No mines ~ro used ~~nst tho convoy. Foxholes w~re
fo\md in the aoc. of tho ambush.

TEL: Pr 786/77 9 /s/ Joe O. Bellino
/tJ JOE O. BEL!.n~O

Colonel" TC
C~d.ing

11 A TRUE C opyn
...":'1

(~g-RD.~ ~A Major, TO





D~1.Rn~Nl' OF Tffif. i.Rl?I
~'~U~'~TERSJ 8TH TR:.NSPOR.!J...TIOi:: GROUP

I.ro 96238
.:I)'I'm TR.:"J!SPORl'

~ &y 19681I.VCl..-DJl-'ro

SUBJ~T : Synopsis of ltombush

Comm.~di.ng Genercl
00 ~ Support Ccnmr.nd, Qui Nhon
11.PO 96238

1. At 1000 hours, 12 K y 1966, two 8th Transport..,tion Group convoys ware
involved L"1 ~bushos on Hig~ 1.

2. I. south bound convoy consistin~ of 14 t~k vchiclos plUD sccurity, undor
tho supcrvis1.on of tho 27th Trrnsportc.tion :a~tt.:-lion, 1"(Jceivcd onemy firo 200
meters 3t1Uth of Bric':{;o 329 (BR 98, 8,6). J.. n.:,rth b(lt~~ c cnv-.:;y consistinr:; of
31 t~slr. whicles plus sccurity, undGr tho supervision cf tho ,4th Trc.nsport t1on
&ttillon, ..,~ ,:,-p.,.1ro ching the St'mo locr.t!oo won tha Clner(rj' c,ened tire. The
eneDlj" forco, estim toc. to bo ('. roinforce(: Sc:..uL~(".'., Cpo;lOC: up with r.ut<im, tic
wcpons rnd H-79 1'1ro. The pr1Ii1t'.~r forcc w.~s in treo-lino 1,50 to 200 maters
!'ran the west si(~e 01 tllO rooo. Tho kill ~ont.: VD.S os~ted to bo ::.bout 200
moters long. In this t'"Cticn tho ~th Tr ns")ortr.ti..'n &tt lion susu:oinel! ono
KII. :'\nd tlliJ 24Oth Qunrterm.~.ster &ttr.lion s"Us~".ino'!. ano :.~ (POL t."'.nker cxivor).Sevorrl vohicles woro ~~ed by tho onemy- fire. Both ccnvoys incre::.sed 8p~d .

l'.nC movoc. throUlh the kill zona.

.3. Tho S4tl1 Trrnsport::tion &t-:.r.1.ion ~ tcn c !"gt-" truck, c'.riv'-'n by the sC'l-:1:ier
who Wl'.B KL:., r~ off tho roe.cl onto L'. sm.-.ll b.:--nk. 1. g'I!.n jeep nd two gI1n trucks
rendered ilmnedillte l'.8sisu.nco wbil.) c'..irooting ti1o':I convcy t."lrcugh the kill zona.
Tho Cl".su.~.lties wore evcc~ter-l c.nd the convcy contL'1u(J~. n"::rth without further
incidont.

4. ThG 27th Tr~spo~"I.ticn &.t~on ccmvcy cleo".r3c'. tho 1d.ll zcno nth only
minor dr~"~o to vehicles (bullet holca) ~c, continuod south. /~s the convoy
re~hecl the vicinity of. Bric!go 376 (BR 930 719)" ~t r-:}prox1mct.cly 1010 hours,
enGmy fire ~t~.~ ngcin ~ncot~t3rod, this time from tho Q~st sir~ of. the rocdl
frcm dist::.nco of 200 metors. The cnom;:r firo ccnsistoc.! cf H-19 rQuncls ~c.
e.utcm~tic wc,"nons lira. ~~ Crivor-w s 1-.7L lour 21"i:.h Tro~sportc.tior. Bl'.t-
tclicn vo11icles were lieht~ (.1.-."'.m=.ecc.~ tlS rus,~l'i7. o:l both unco\mters. Th'.:l size
of tho enoIJlV forco ~t th~ s£;ccnc. crilbush sit;.;; r...8 GS.;-j.BJtltoc ~ plt".tocn sizo.



~ &7 1968AVCA-Q.1~-TG
SUBJECT: Synopsis cf :.mbush

Upon roceiving firo" tho l\:;ac". c.nnoror:: trt::Clc r.n1llGd over ~c ong~ed the enOO1Y'
while t'~owinE the convoy tc ~.ss throuch the ~dll zone.

5. ~s ~ rasult of both ambushos the 8th Trr~nsl)o~t1on Group suffurac 1 ~
Dnd 1 ~'!I1l while total cr.su~.1ties. were 1 ;.\:I./j, ~c1 2 WL... EhE:tny c sun.lties £'.re
unknown. The C'.cticn wo resultecl in (~~Be tC' nine (9) 8th Tr~spcrt.,...tion
Group vohicles.

/s/
/t/

John H. Burko
JOmr H. ~
LTC, TC
C ozmn;-ncJing

PT 7C-6n79T:I!I.:

nIl TRUE Capri

.1. '0/£"

~::iii D; ~ ~;..&
~J" TC
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DEP~ 1:\"""-1;'11'1' OF~,' ~.,1 ~
.6J;I.J.J.'J.~.. .1." ,1', 1._"1-'""'"

F:!::.t]J :r::..'L~.."'RS of 8TE T1'.!:':J.f:;~T!!.f.I~~ ~C;.r;.~ (i-:OTOR Titrl!sro~)
l'..?O 96238

AVCA~J. -TG-3 16 August 1968

SUBJECT: S~rnopsis of .\mbush

ColmlUlnding C'~eru
us /'..rDrJ SURjort CO1]Uj1D.OO,
APO 96238

~ui }Thon

On 14 llUgust 1968 # ml 8th Tr~sportc.tion Gro'L'P C'}tlvoY', undor the control of
the 54th Tr~portt'.t1tm &ttclion.. 1.epC'.rtE:/:"". C)ui 1-!bon on Route 19 for a line
haul trip to P1e~1 ~t ~ppraxim~tely 1215 hours. The convay consisted of
68 tl'.Bk Vt=hiclesJ l' g-.m trucks, 5 ~ jecps ('...I'!ilE),'o nth M-60 m.:\chL,e ~ms,
ellC 1 QuE.d fi.tty gun truck. lit 1545 hours, ('.8 th(:) 1st soricl of the convoy
Wl'.B proceGcin,c; t-rost ~.st 0 t'.Ter. eo 'l'>ro.x:iJnately t1-1C m.1es west of Bric1~~ 34,
grid coore.inC'.tcs 1.R982500# E'.n encmy fcrcG c..resseC in l:.l1Vt'j m:Jrine unifcrms
tltt~ckeG the convoy 1dth S1i1£'.11 e.rms 0,$ B-40 rocket fire. The ene~ force
w~s estj1J1atec~ to be lilt)re thc.n ~ p1~toon CI~ loss t11~ 0. compr.ny. Four ~
truck~1 1 ~~ fi.i't;y- .1Url truc!c c.n:l 1 gtm jcep ~&:1i~tely" retUrtlec'. fire
~dthin the estimc.ted 31)0 ynrd kill zone. i~ re~ct1on force of 6 £\PCs and 3
helicopter guns~ips ~iverl }dthin , minutes ~fter cont&ct. ~\ll 8th nroup
tcsk vehicles ~.e it cut of the kill zone. Howe~r, five of those vcl~les
sufferec~ co~~~gei ~: one of t~ five 1~~,S heev1ly ~~~. The 8ti1 ~rcup
s"ufered 4 WLI\. e.OC there W:J.S 1 ~m- rr.-,m the 1/69t.11 !..rmored Bn. The convoy
c~~~1er roportee 12 encmy troops 1.rore hit oy rett'xn fire. After the se~
ity forces SWG?t tho t'.re~ cf cont~ctl 4 Cl~r;~}~ ~'o 1~re c'~iscovcr6d. ThG 5
us 't°rounc.ed 1-.rere mcc~e~~~te(~ to tb.t1 713"" i"iocl ;'~v;,..c Hc-sp. Of' tllescJ trro were
t:--e~ted ~c.! relo~oc.

' EL . . . Pr 186n19 Isl
It I

Joe O. :l3ellino
JOE O. ~:;7.Ln10
Oolonell TO
Oo~t'in.g"l~ TRu~ am'"!"

. ~ . ".". ,
DYi'1..'Jm D. cL1im
Mq) or, TC
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1I.VC,.ll..~ -TG- 3 23 l\.ugust 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

CoDm1£1.nding GcnercJ.
US Army SUPJort COrJml£I.nd,
APO 96238

'ui lfuon

At 0815 hours on 23 A~t 1968, the 88th Tr~~~tion C~peny of the 124th
Transport~tion 3~ttnlion depcrtod An Aha onroutc to Plei~ .~i1th 30 loadcd
tractor-trci.1er coIi1binc.tions" 3 ~ trucks ntld 2 Stn1 jeeps. l..t 0900" Do force
estimated to be two rifle c~cnies ~ttccked tho convoy )00 =sters west of
Check Point 27 j~t as it WeB passing ~ ,ump station #3 at the bese of Mcng
Gie.ng Pass. Tho enGItrj' fired rockota, onort~a cnd eutOIi1ntic weapons into Do
kill zona t~t extended the length of ti1e entir;o convoy. 11J:1c cc-nvoy su:f:ered
1 KHA and 5 ~-n-1A. Tho 1 KHA pI uD 2 'toffiA ~icre gl'.n j eo, personnel. The other
3 'W1-IA. were driwrs of ~k vehicles. Thr(3(7; of the .fi. ve ~'1HA were medeV"-Ced
to An Khe While the othor two" who ~-lCre sl~ht1y wounded, continued on ~dth
the convoy. Ohe tr~ctor-trci1cr ccmbin~'~ion ancl its cargo (Cl,~ss IV) were
destroycd by ~ mort~ round ft~C six ~;jher tr~ct6r tr~llcr cornbin~t1ons ~re
abenclonod in the !dl1 Zale du(;; to clCJlm~G inc'.lI'rod. F,')UI' C'thcrs wore c.mi1~'7Gdbut vera Cble t:' :~roceed through the kill zona to tho tC'p of M~g . Gieng P~ss
whore cmergoncy repej.rs were ml'..:1o and tlley procccded on to Pleiku. The six
vchic1C3 Sb'lndoned in the kill zone ere being po1icod up by- tl-1.O COlmnmlding
Officcr of the 88th TrDnSpOrt~tion Company in An Khc. There wero 3 !~s
betwean Bridgo 27 ~d 29 which returnec. fu'c. It took 10-15 minutes for the
ronction forcc to ~ive. ~'lC dustc~3 tie~e tho first reaction fcrce on--tne
scene. No gunships wcre presont sinc~ they wore both rcfUeling in !~n Kho.
A pl£toon of ~'PCs which Wl!.S bel'dm the 8th TrC'.nsport,,-tion Group convoy c~
up" swept tho t!Xe~ ~ fO1.mC 5 enemy- KL\. :

PT 78f./779TEL: /s/ Joc O. Bellino
/t/ JCE O. p,I:I.T~DrO

Coloncl" TC
Conm!anClmgnA TRUE COPY"

.., ... ,,'
£~.~" ~1-..4".,,'Ufd.;;.f:

~~~m~D. CUDE
MGijor, TC

D~~.,""~~ 0'" ",.-., .'.~1T'
~J J.J.'l.!.!.!J. l' J..).j;J !w.l£"i..I..

7V"T\~':"I'n,"~.~ an~ fI1D:"~"""~'~'-""- '":.':-c~ ('.i-'1"~ .m~.~..~ pra"' )-~,~ J"'"1.C1 J... .L-~-,.;)"'JI:'..L I .,. 'J- ,...\._w-. .0.:1-'...,1:) '-'1..L

13C 96238
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31 J...U(:.ust 1968tVC.l1-Q1'I-TC-3

SUBJECT: S~O!)s1s of ~bush

Conmr.ndinr:; General
US i-..rmy- Support Conm1nnd, ~ui ifuon
:..po 96238

At 0900 hours on 31 L.ugust 1968', EI.n 8th Tr&""1Bportl'.tion Grou:> convoy under
tl1e control of the l21~th 'l'rr.nspor'uat.i.on Bntt."lion's 88th Tr~portntion
Comp~ dep~ted J~ Xhe to P1ei~~ with 33 tr~~tor-tr~er cornb~tions, 3
gun trucka ~nd 2 gun jeeps. l.t 0945, ~. force estimc.ted to be 100 JVJ...c.t-
tacked the convOY' be~TOen grid coor~tQs BR 264 468 ond m 2.56 482. The
enemy used mortr-.rs, rockets, :'.utan£.t1c wc pons" SLlt'll l'..rmB cnd h nd gre-
nMes in eo 1700 meter kill zone. Tho CO!)voy suffered 1 m". cnd 6 WHI..
Four of the Six 1'~ were medevt'.ced to 1.n KI1e whil<:J the other ~~o, 1Iho 1roro
S1i~ltl:.' wo1n1ded, continuec". on witl1 the convcy. One £:un tr".lCk c.I1o. seven
t£tsk vehicles bGc.".D1e inoper:'.ble mid wore c.b...ncione!;. in ~'}I.) ld.ll zone.
6,nother vehicle w.~s b,,:,.dly d,.".Ii1.'\ged b1.!.t C'.b1e to proc':~o(: through the !dll zone
to tho top of i-£...n.r:; Gi~ Pl'.SS to ~ socura ,.re:'.. The oic;ht v,l1lic1es ~bl'J1-
donod in the Idll zone nre buing policor'. Ul1 by t1.1C CODIIll'.ndil1g Officer of
the 88th Tr.':'.nsport tion Canp::'.r1y" in .ion K1:lt.1. ~here wore 2 I.PCs in tho ricin-.
i ty of the i"1!lbush si to ~cl llTtille~r fir~ wc.s on tr1.reet in a.pproximl'. tely
ono minuto. It toO!t ap.:.lr~~.te1:r 10-15 ML~t\tcs for fA. ro~~tion force of
.5 lo.PCs e.ncl 6 gunships to arri "'13. ~ 2 r;unshi~)s nonndly ovar tOO colmnn
1fore on tho (J,round j.n ..'&rl Kho beins refualotl.. T'no forcos WON in Calt.,:,~t
for ~.p~r~~te~ 30 minutes. Tho enaecr suf£~ro(l 6 rCL..

. ~ ~ '<I ."I -- -. . :L. . ',. /. U...f -;I "\", :.. ~ -t::' 7!"" .. ,~~- iJ c~
,,"" ;lUff. '0. 3;:;LLL.O

.f I Colon;)l, TC

Canm~cli.1'la-

PT 786/779TEL:

\

Dt:"D """m.,""'- j'T' C" ," r,lt'.. ~-..'"
~.I ~J ;J.'... ;. .L1~ ...c~'~

~Ul~T£.RS" 8TH TR:~;SPORT.;..TIa'. GROUP (x.rtr~ TFJ.lTSPOOT)
l;PO 962)8
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---~~,. Troops or the 8th Transportation Group sweep the edges or a ...:-:

road wIth their "bonlemade" eqlllpnient. (US.\) ~.

I QUI NHON; Vietnam (Special)- A few feet of metal' tubing,-'
I four over.lnflated tractor tires,:'
j two sand.fllled ~gallon droms

and some - ImaafnaUon has reo -'..,

I suited In a safer cOnvoy route_-:
for the truckers of Qui Nhon

r Support Command's 8th Trans. :I portatlon Group. :.~:._.:,. :::.: '

r'-"'-e material was- USed lo buili1"
a homcmade mine~weeper, de-
signed to probe the shouldcrs of
the roadway where enemy mincs
aloe orten round. The sweeper is
pulled behind an armored per.
~onnt:1 carrier on a 20-fool long. towing bar. '." . - -

, The new sweeper rate9 high 1J-
because the huge twelve-ton l
trailers and five-ton tractors-
u!led extensively throughout the
Rth Group's arca of responsibili-
ty u.'lually are forced to UIIC tile..
road ~houldurs. especially at ~bends.. '.. '

According to _: Maj; Homer
Bclche, 8th Group security offi.
cer. the roads are swept ~ach
morning. It was Belche who
drew UP. the rough design for, -- ,. t---

he 4

- - .. .. ,.,-,

8th's maintenance shop at thc
4-14th Tran..,porlatlon Co. to
build,

Col. loe O. Bellino, command.
.er or thc 8th Group, spoke of the
need for more innovations of
,this type. "Thl~ Is a new kind of
war tor truckers," he said. "so
'we have a whole new sct of ob. .
staclcs for which there is no
textbook solution. But the dedi.
cation of men like Maj. Bell:hc
and others throughout the com-
mand. have enabled us to take a
po.'litlvl' approacl. to our probe. ." t. .-

~


